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Title 08  

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Subtitle 02 FISHERIES SERVICE 

08.02.04 Oysters 

Authority: Natural Resources Article, §4-215, Annotated Code of Maryland  

Notice of Proposed Action 

[] 

The Secretary of Natural Resources proposes to amend Regulation .12 under 08.02.04 

Oysters.  

 

Statement of Purpose 

The purpose of this action is to correct some power dredge coordinates, create a new 

study area for power dredging and establish a method for opening and closing study 

areas. 

 

The proposed action modifies power dredge coordinates. Rather than change each 

individual coordinate, the entire section was replaced for ease of editing and printing. 

The changes are being made to correct overlap areas with other gear lines as well as 

correct some points along the shoreline that have changed over time due to erosion. 

 

The proposed action implements a written agreement between the Department and 

industry members which lays out a plan to help evaluate the potential effects of power 

dredging by adding a new study area and a process for opening and closing certain 

areas. This agreement is available at: 

http://dnr2.maryland.gov/fisheries/Documents/Final_Agrmt_on_Power_Dredging_4-3-

14.pdf. The proposed action adds a new study area called Wild Grounds Study Area 

which is located in Eastern Bay. The area is approximately 100 acres and is directly 

adjacent to the current power dredge study area in Eastern Bay, but does not have the 

same requirements. Therefore, a new section defining the area and restrictions is 

created. The proposed action establishes a process for allowing the opening and closing 

of hatchery seed planting areas or other portions of the Wild Grounds study area and 

the Kent County power dredge study area by public notice. The Kent County power 

dredge study area is described as Swan Point in the agreement. The openings and 

closings will be based upon the level of funding committed by the industry per the 

agreement that was signed in April 2014. All areas within the new 100 acre Wild 

Grounds study area that are not opened for power dredging or closed due to being 

planted with hatchery seed would remain open to other gears currently allowed in this 

area. The Kent County power dredge study area is only open to harvest using power 

dredge. 

 



The written agreement between the Maryland Department of Natural Resources and 

oyster industry members and their representatives implemented a five year “Pilot Study 

for Evaluating the Impacts and Benefits of Expanding Power Dredging in Waters above 

the Chesapeake Bay Bridge and Kent Narrows Bridge, and in Eastern Bay”. The 

agreement has several foundational principles which include: 

1) A power dredge fishery should not place further risk to the region’s oyster 

population. 

2) The size of any ‘new’ power dredge area should be proportional to the amount of 

area that the oyster industry would agree to plant with hatchery spat on shell. The 

agreement states that there will be a 2.5 to 1 ratio of areas opened to power dredge for 

each one acre planted with hatchery seed. 

3) The spat on shell will be planted at a minimum density of 1 million spat on shell per 

acre. 

4) There will be a collaborative monitoring program implemented by all parties to this 

agreement. The monitoring program will be designed to examine the impacts of power 

dredging and the cost effectiveness of using power dredging to enhance the natural 

production of oysters as compared to using hatchery spat on shell planting. 

5) This pilot project will have a five year term and may be extended upon the consent 

of all parties. 

 

Public funds administered by the Department collected from oyster surcharge and 

oyster bushel tax, and channel dredging mitigation funds from the Maryland Port 

Authority will be used to support this project. The Industry signatories have agreed to 

provide the necessary vessels, captains/crews and fuel to support the implementation of 

the detailed monitoring plans. If additional monitoring funds are necessary, the parties 

will work collaboratively to address these needs. 

Comparison to Federal Standards 

There is no corresponding federal standard to this proposed action. 

Estimate of Economic Impact 

I. Summary of Economic Impact. 

The proposed action may have an economic impact on oyster harvesters. 

  Revenue (R+/R-)   

II. Types of Economic Impact. Expenditure (E+/E-) Magnitude 

  
 

   

A. On issuing agency: NONE  

B. On other State agencies: NONE  

C. On local governments: NONE  

  

  
Benefit (+) 

Cost (-) 
Magnitude 



  
 

   

D. On regulated industries or trade groups: 

    (1) Hand Tongers and Divers (-) Indeterminable 

    (2) Harvesters using Power Dredge (+) Indeterminable 

    (3) Power Dredge Line Corrections NONE NONE 

E. On other industries or trade 

groups: 
NONE  

F. Direct and indirect effects on 

public: 
NONE  

III. Assumptions. (Identified by Impact Letter and Number from Section II.) 

D(1). The creation and management of the Wild Grounds Study Area may negatively 

impact oyster harvesters who catch oysters by hand tongs and diving. The area is 

currently only open to those gears. There will be portions of the area established that 

will prohibit catching oysters with those gears and that could negatively impact those 

individuals. The impact will likely be minimal because there is not much harvest from 

that area. The actual amount is indeterminable because harvest records may say 'wild 

grounds oyster bar', but they are not specific enough to include which part of the bar. It 

is also indeterminable because the closing of areas is dependent on several factors, 

including available funding. 

D(2). The creation and management of the Wild Grounds Study Area may positively 

impact oyster harvesters who catch oysters using power dredge. The area is currently 

only open to hand tongs and divers. There will be portions of the area established that 

will only allow harvest with power dredge gear, which would positively impact those 

individuals. The actual amount is indeterminable because the opening of power dredge 

areas is dependent on several factors, including available funding. 

D(3). There is not an impact for correcting the power dredge coordinates. The areas 

are not dramatically changed and mainly changed for housekeeping purposes 

(coordinates out of order, overlapping other areas, shoreline erosion). Harvesters will 

not incur additional expenses. 
 

Economic Impact on Small Businesses 

The proposed action has a meaningful economic impact on small business. An analysis 

of this economic impact follows. 

The proposed action could negatively impact harvesters who harvest oysters with hand 

tongs and by diving and it could positively impact harvesters who harvest oysters with 

a power dredge. 

Impact on Individuals with Disabilities 

The proposed action has no impact on individuals with disabilities. 

Opportunity for Public Comment 



Comments may be sent to Power Dredge Regulations, Regulatory Staff, Fisheries 

Service, B-2, 580 Taylor Avenue, Annapolis, MD 21401, or call 410-260-8260, or 

email to fisheriespubliccomment.dnr@maryland.gov, or fax to 410-260-8310. 

Comments will be accepted through October 6, 2014. A public hearing has not been 

scheduled. 

 

Economic Impact Statement Part C 

A. Fiscal Year in which regulations will become effective: FY 2015 

B. Does the budget for the fiscal year in which regulations become effective contain 

funds to implement the regulations? 

Yes 

C. If 'yes', state whether general, special (exact name), or federal funds will be used: 

Special funds (Oyster Tax Fund) 

D. If 'no', identify the source(s) of funds necessary for implementation of these 

regulations: 

 

E. If these regulations have no economic impact under Part A, indicate reason briefly: 

 

F. If these regulations have minimal or no economic impact on small businesses under 

Part B, indicate the reason and attach small business worksheet. 

 

G. Small Business Worksheet: 

 

 
 
 
Attached Document: 

 

.12 Power Dredging.  

A. General.  

(1) Notwithstanding Natural Resources Article, §4-1012(b), Annotated Code of Maryland, a power dredge may 

only be used in the following areas:  

(a) (text unchanged)  

(b) Power Dredge Zones established in §B of this regulation; [and]  

(c) Power Dredge Study Areas established in §C of this regulation[.]; and 

(d) Portions of the Wild Grounds Study Area established in §D(1) of this regulation that have been opened in 

accordance with §E of this regulation..  

(2) (text unchanged)  

B. Power Dredge Zone.  

(1) (text unchanged)  

(2) Dorchester and Wicomico Counties.  



[(a) Dorchester County. All of the waters of the State that lie contiguous to Dorchester County enclosed by a 

line beginning at a point on the Dorchester-Somerset County line southwest of Holland Straits, defined by Lat. 

38°3.666’ N, Long. 76°5.635’ W; then running 351° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°9.181’ N, Long. 76°6.720’ W; 

then running 261° True to a point on the Dorchester-Saint Mary’s county line, defined by Lat. 38°8.325’ N, Long. 

76°13.931’ W; then running 338° True to a point on the Dorchester-Saint Mary’s county line, defined by Lat. 

38°17.967’ N, Long. 76°18.967’ W; then running 351° True to a point on the Dorchester-Calvert county line, defined 

by Lat. 38°23.183’ N, Long. 76°19.967’ W; then running 328° True to a point on the Dorchester-Calvert county line, 

defined by Lat. 38°30.000’ N, Long. 76°25.483’ W; then running 353° True to a point on the Dorchester-Calvert 

county line, defined by Lat. 38°30.032’ N, Long. 76°25.488’ W; then running 88° True to a point at the south end of 

James’ Island, defined by Lat. 38°30.177’ N, Long. 76°20.302’ W; then running 167° True to a point at the entrance of 

Oyster Creek, defined by Lat. 38°29.215’ N, Long. 76°20.022’ W; then running southerly along the shore to a point at 

the north entrance of Punch Island Creek, defined by Lat. 38°25.355’ N, Long. 76°17.257’ W; then running 161° True 

to a point at the south entrance of Punch Island Creek, defined by Lat. 38°25.159’ N, Long. 76°17.171’ W; then 

running southerly along the shore to a point at the south end of Meekins Neck, defined by Lat. 38°22.039’ N, Long. 

76°15.771’ W; then running 181° True to a point at the north end of N Barren Island, defined by Lat. 38°20.634’ N, 

Long. 76°15.792’ W; then running southerly along the shore True to a point at the south end of N Barren Island, 

defined by Lat. 38°20.014’ N, Long. 76°15.643’ W; then running 94° True to a point at the north end of S. Barren 

Island, defined by Lat. 38°20.001’ N, Long. 76°15.425’ W; then running southerly along the shore to a point at the 

south end of S. Barren Island, defined by Lat. 38°19.478’ N, Long. 76°15.399’ W; then running 124° True to a point on 

the shore at Pons Point defined by Lat. 38°18.425’ N, Long. 76°13.394’ W; then running southeasterly along the shore 

to a point at the north end of Narrows Ferry Bridge, defined by Lat. 38°17.917’ N, Long. 76°12.389’ W; then running 

155° True to a point at the south end of Narrows Ferry Bridge, defined by Lat. 38°17.676’ N, Long. 76°12.250’ W; 

then running southerly along the shore to a point on the shore at Richland Point defined by Lat. 38°14.845’ N, Long. 

76°10.330’ W; then running 132° True to a point on the shore at Cow Point defined by Lat. 38°14.553’ N, Long. 

76°9.922’ W; then running 126° True to a point on the shore at Fishing Point defined by Lat. 38°14.065’ N, Long. 

76°9.065’ W; then running easterly along the shore to a point at the easterly tip of Lower Hoopers Island, defined by 

Lat. 38°14.339’ N, Long. 76°7.550’ W; then running 120° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°13.930’ N, Long. 

76°6.660’ W; then running 150° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°13.203’ N, Long. 76°6.122’ W; then running 165° 

True to a point near a Navy maintained tower, defined by Lat. 38°11.693’ N, Long. 76°5.593’ W; then running 121° 

True to a point defined by Lat. 38°11.601’ N, Long. 76°5.397’ W; then running 182° True to a point defined by Lat. 

38°10.307’ N, Long. 76°5.454’ W; then running 181° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°9.084’ N,Long. 76°5.482’ W; 

then running 179° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°9.143’ N, Long. 76°5.471’ W; then running 177° True to a point 

on the shore at the north end of Holland Island, defined by Lat. 38°7.351’ N, Long. 76°5.419’ W; then running 

southerly to a point on the shore at the south end of Holland Island, defined by Lat. 38°6.903’ N, Long. 76°5.409’ W; 

then running 132° True to a point at the intersection of the contiguous waters line across Holland and Kedges Straits 

and the Dorchester-Somerset County line, defined by Lat. 38°5.705’ N, Long. 76°3.740’ W; then running 201° True to 

a point on the Dorchester-Somerset County line, defined by Lat. 38°3.690’ N, Long. 76°4.708’ W; then running 268° 

True to the point of beginning.]  

(a) Dorchester County. All of the waters of the State that lie contiguous to Dorchester County enclosed by a line 

beginning at a point at or near the Dorchester-Somerset County line southwest of Holland Straits, defined by Lat. 

38°3.666’ N, Long. 76°5.635’ W; then running 351° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°9.181’ N, Long. 76°6.720’ W; 

then running 261° True to a point defined by Lat. 38° 8.366'  N, Long. 76° 13.580' W; then running 162° True to a 

point at or near the Dorchester-Saint Mary’s County line, defined by Lat. 38° 4.586'  N, Long. 76° 11.983' W; then 

running 162° True to a point at or near the Dorchester-Somerset County line defined by Lat. 38° 3.517' N, Long. 76° 

11.532' W; then running 268° True to a point at or near the Dorchester-Somerset-St. Mary's County line defined by 

Lat. 38° 3.498'  N, Long. 76° 12.198' W; then running 9° True to a point at or near the Dorchester-Saint Mary’s 

County line, defined by Lat. 38° 4.586'  N, Long. 76° 11.983' W; then running 338° True to a point at or near the 

Dorchester-Saint Mary’s county line, defined by Lat. 38°17.967’ N, Long. 76°18.967’ W; then running 351° True to a 

point at or near the Dorchester-Calvert county line, defined by Lat. 38°23.183’ N, Long. 76°19.967’ W; then running 

328° True to a point at or near the Dorchester-Calvert county line, defined by Lat. 38°30.000’ N, Long. 76°25.483’ W; 

then running 353° True to a point at or near the Dorchester-Calvert county line, defined by Lat. 38°30.032’ N, Long. 

76°25.488’ W; then running 88° True to a point at or near the south end of James’ Island, defined by Lat. 38°30.177’ 

N, Long. 76°20.302’ W; then running 167° True to a point at or near the entrance of Oyster Creek, defined by Lat. 

38°29.215’ N, Long. 76°20.022’ W; then running southerly along the shore to a point at or near the north entrance of 

Punch Island Creek, defined by Lat. 38°25.355’ N, Long. 76°17.257’ W; then running 161° True to a point at or near 

the south entrance of Punch Island Creek, defined by Lat. 38°25.159’ N, Long. 76°17.171’ W; then running southerly 

along the shore to a point at or near the south end of Meekins Neck, defined by Lat. 38°22.039’ N, Long. 76°15.771’ 

W; then running 181° True to a point at or near the north end of N Barren Island, defined by Lat. 38°20.634’ N, Long. 

76°15.792’ W; then running southerly along the shore True to a point at or near the south end of N. Barren Island, 

defined by Lat. 38°20.014’ N, Long. 76°15.643’ W; then running 94° True to a point at or near the north end of S. 

Barren Island, defined by Lat. 38°20.001’ N, Long. 76°15.425’ W; then running southerly along the shore to a point at 

or near the south end of S. Barren Island, defined by Lat. 38°19.478’ N, Long. 76°15.399’ W; then running 124° True 



to a point on the shore at or near Pons Point defined by Lat. 38°18.425’ N, Long. 76°13.394’ W; then running 

southeasterly along the shore to a point at or near the north end of Narrows Ferry Bridge, defined by Lat. 38°17.917’ 

N, Long. 76°12.389’ W; then running 155° True to a point at or near the south end of Narrows Ferry Bridge, defined 

by Lat. 38°17.676’ N, Long. 76°12.250’ W; then running southerly along the shore to a point at or near the shore at 

Richland Point defined by Lat. 38°14.845’ N, Long. 76°10.330’ W; then running 132° True to a point at or near the 

shore at Cow Point defined by Lat. 38°14.553’ N, Long. 76°9.922’ W; then running 126° True to a point at or near the 

shore at Fishing Point defined by Lat. 38°14.065’ N, Long. 76°9.065’ W; then running easterly along the shore to a 

point at or near the easterly tip of Lower Hoopers Island, defined by Lat. 38° 14.674' N, Long. 76° 7.795' W; then 

running 117° True  to a point, defined by Lat. 38° 14.603'  N, Long. 76° 7.618' W; then running 132° True to a point 

defined by Lat. 38°13.930’ N, Long. 76°6.660’ W; then running 150° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°13.203’ N, 

Long. 76°6.122’ W; then running 165° True to a point at or near a Navy maintained tower, defined by Lat. 38°11.693’ 

N, Long. 76°5.593’ W; then running 121° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°11.601’ N, Long. 76°5.397’ W; then 

running 182° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°10.307’ N, Long. 76°5.454’ W; then running 181° True to a point 

defined by Lat. 38°9.652’ N, Long. 76°5.462’ W; then running 181° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°9.143’ N, Long. 

76°5.471’ W; then running 177° True to a point at or near the shore at the north end of Holland Island, defined by Lat. 

38°7.351’ N, Long. 76°5.419’ W; then running southerly to a point at or near the shore at the south end of Holland 

Island, defined by Lat. 38°6.903’ N, Long. 76°5.409’ W; then running 132° True to a point at or near the intersection 

of the contiguous waters line across Holland and Kedges Straits and the Dorchester-Somerset County line, defined by 

Lat. 38°5.705’ N, Long. 76°3.740’ W; then running 201° True to a point at or near the Dorchester-Somerset County 

line, defined by Lat. 38°3.690’ N, Long. 76°4.708’ W; then running 268° True to the point of beginning. 

(b)—(c) (text unchanged)  

(3) St. Mary's County and St. Mary’s River.  

[(a) St. Mary’s County. All of the waters of the State that lie contiguous to Saint Mary’s County enclosed by a 

line beginning at a point on the shore at the north side of the north jetty at Smith Point defined by Lat. 37°53.383’ N, 

Long. 76°14.217’ W; then running 335° True to a point on the shore at Point Lookout, defined by Lat. 38°2.250’ N, 

Long. 76°19.332’ W; then running 107° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°2.172’ N, Long. 76°19.016’ W; then 

running 90° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°2.169’ N, Long. 76°18.358’ W; then running 22° True to a point defined 

by Lat. 38°3.009’ N, Long. 76°17.932’ W; then running 271° True to a point on the shore, defined by Lat. 38°3.020’ N, 

Long. 76°19.268’ W; then running northerly along the shore, excluding all creeks and coves less than 300 feet in width 

to a point on the shore south of Cedar Point defined by Lat. 38°15.005’ N, Long. 76°23.805’ W; then running 90° True 

to a point defined by Lat. 38°15.007’ N, Long. 76°22.456’ W; then running 44° True to a point defined by Lat. 

38°15.723’ N, Long. 76°21.578’ W; then running 353° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°17.936’ N, Long. 76°21.913’ 

W; then running 269° True to a point on the shore at Cedar Point defined by Lat. 38°17.932’ N, Long. 76°22.384’ W; 

then running 76° True to a point at the intersection of the Saint Mary’s-Calvert-Dorchester county line, defined by Lat. 

38°18.602’ N, Long. 76°19.088’ W; then running 171° True to a point Saint Mary’s-Dorchester county line, defined by 

Lat. 38°17.967’ N, Long. 76°18.967’ W; then running 158° True to a point Saint Mary’s-Dorchester county line, 

defined by Lat. 38°4.583’ N, Long. 76°11.983’ W; then running 189° True to a point Saint Mary’s-Somerset county 

line at the south jetty at Smith Point defined by Lat. 37°53.400’ N, Long. 76°14.167’ W; then running 247° True to the 

point of beginning; except the waters of Point Lookout Sanctuary which is described as: All of the waters of the area 

enclosed by a line beginning at a point defined by Lat. 38°2.169' N, Long. 76°18.358' W; then running 270° True to a 

point defined by Lat. 38°2.172' N, Long. 76°19.016' W; then running 358° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°3.018' N, 

Long. 76°19.056' W; then running 91° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°3.009' N, Long. 76°17.932' W; then running 

202° True to the point of beginning.]  

(a) St. Mary’s County. All of the waters of the State that lie contiguous to Saint Mary’s County enclosed by a line 

beginning at a point on the shore at the north side of the north jetty at Smith Point defined by Lat. 37°53.383’ N, Long. 

76°14.217’ W; then running 335° True to a point on the shore at Point Lookout, defined by Lat. 38°2.250’ N, Long. 

76°19.332’ W; then running 107° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°2.172’ N, Long. 76°19.016’ W; then running 90° 

True to a point defined by Lat. 38°2.169’ N, Long. 76°18.358’ W; then running 22° True to a point defined by Lat. 

38°3.009’ N, Long. 76°17.932’ W; then running 271° True to a point on the shore, defined by Lat. 38°3.020’ N, Long. 

76°19.268’ W; then running northerly along the shore, excluding all creeks and coves less than 300 feet in width to a 

point on the shore south of Cedar Point defined by Lat. 38°15.005’ N, Long. 76°23.805’ W; then running 90° True to a 

point defined by Lat. 38°15.007’ N, Long. 76°22.456’ W; then running 44° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°15.723’ 

N, Long. 76°21.578’ W; then running 353° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°17.936’ N, Long. 76°21.913’ W; then 

running 269° True to a point on the shore at Cedar Point defined by Lat. 38°17.932’ N, Long. 76°22.384’ W; then 

running 76° True to a point at the intersection of the Saint Mary’s-Calvert-Dorchester county line, defined 

by Lat. 38°18.602’ N, Long. 76°19.088’ W; then running 171° True to a point on the Saint Mary’s-

Dorchester county line, defined by Lat. 38°17.967’ N, Long. 76°18.967’ W; then running 158° True to a 

point on the Saint Mary’s-Dorchester county line, defined by Lat. 38°4.586’ N, Long. 76°11.983’ W; then 

running 189° True to a point on the Saint Mary’s-Somerset county line at the south jetty at Smith Point 

defined by Lat. 37°53.400’ N, Long. 76°14.167’ W; then running 247° True to the point of beginning; 

except the waters of Point Lookout Sanctuary which is described as: All of the waters of the area enclosed 



by a line beginning at a point defined by Lat. 38°2.169' N, Long. 76°18.358' W; then running 270° True to 

a point defined by Lat. 38°2.172' N, Long. 76°19.016' W; then running 358° True to a point defined by Lat. 

38°3.018' N, Long. 76°19.056' W; then running 91° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°3.009' N, Long. 

76°17.932' W; then running 202° True to the point of beginning. 
(b) (text unchanged)  

(4) Somerset County.  

[(a) Kedges Straits. The power dredge zone consists of the waters of the State that lie within Somerset County 

beginning at a point at or near Fog Point, defined by Lat. 38°02.193' N., Long. 76°02.588' W., then running 

approximately 63° True to a point at or near Solomons Lump Lighthouse, defined by Lat. 38°02.883' N, Long. 

76°00.883' W, then running approximately 3° True to a point at or near Sheepshead Point, defined by Lat. 38°04.283' 

N, Long.76°00.788 W; then running approximately 285° True to a point at or near the westerly entrance of Sheepshead 

Bay, defined by Lat. 38°04.533' N., Long. 76°01.975 W., then running approximately 311° True along the west side of 

South Marsh Island to a point at or near Sedgy Point defined by Lat. 38°05.484 N., Long. 76°03.352 W; then running 

approximately 305° True to a point at or near Pry Island defined by Lat. 38°05.675 N., Long. 76°03.700' W., then 

running approximately 203° to a point at or near the intersection of the Somerset-Dorchester county line and the line 

demarcating the waters contiguous to Somerset County depicted on Chart 32 of the Oyster Survey of 1906—1912 and 

amendments, defined by Lat. 38°04.780' N., Long. 76°04.180' W., then running approximately 150° True to the point 

of beginning.]  

(a) Kedges Straits. The power dredge zone consists of the waters of the State that lie within Somerset County 

beginning at a point at or near Fog Point, defined by Lat. 38°02.193' N, Long. 76°02.588' W, then running 

approximately 63° True to a point at or near Solomons Lump Lighthouse, defined by Lat. 38°02.883' N, Long. 

76°00.883' W, then running approximately 3° True to a point at or near Sheepshead Point, defined by Lat. 38°04.283' 

N, Long.76°00.788 W; then running approximately 285° True to a point at or near the westerly entrance of Sheepshead 

Bay, defined by Lat. 38°04.533' N, Long. 76°01.975 W, then running northwesterly along the west side of South Marsh 

Island to a point at or near Sedgy Point defined by Lat. 38°05.484' N, Long. 76°03.352' W; then running approximately 

306° True to a point at or near Pry Island defined by Lat. 38°05.705' N, Long. 76°03.734' W, then running 

approximately 203° to a point at or near the intersection of the Somerset-Dorchester county line and the line 

demarcating the waters contiguous to Somerset County depicted on Chart 32 of the Oyster Survey of 1906—1912 and 

amendments, defined by Lat. 38°04.783' N, Long. 76°04.182' W, then running approximately 150° True to the point of 

beginning. 

(b)—(f) (text unchanged)  

(5) (text unchanged)  

C. (text unchanged) Power Dredge Study Areas. An individual may catch oysters only by power dredge in the areas 

listed in §C(1)—(3) of this regulation.  

(1) Queen Anne’s County Power Dredge Study Areas:  

(a) All of the waters of Eastern Bay enclosed by a line beginning at a point defined by Lat. 38°53.805’ N, 

Long. 76°15.450’ W; then running 274° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°53.831’ N, Long. 76°15.920’ W; then 

running 313° True to a point defined by Lat. 38° 4.060’ N, Long. 76° 16.230’ W; then running 53° True to a point 

defined by Lat. 38°54.482’ N, Long. 76°15.511’ W; then running 91° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°54.476’ N, 

Long. 76°15.059’ W; then running 199° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°54.130’ N, Long. 76°15.213’ W; then 

running 210° True to the point of beginning; and  

(b) All of the waters of Eastern Bay enclosed by a line beginning at a point defined by Lat. 38°52.672’ N, 

Long. 76°18.659’ W; then running 304° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°52.995’ N, Long. 76°19.265’ W; then 

running 36° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°53.465’ N, Long. 76°18.825’ W; then running 122° True to a point 

defined by Lat. 38°53.160’ N, Long. 76°18.211’ W; then running 216° True to the point of beginning.  

(2) Kent County Power Dredge Study Area. All of the waters of the Chesapeake Bay enclosed by a line 

beginning at a point defined by Lat. 39°7.690’ N, Long. 76°18.868’ W; then running 5° True to a point defined by Lat. 

39°8.482’ N, Long. 76°18.772’ W; then running 111° True to a point defined by Lat. 39°8.258’ N, Long. 76°18.038’ 

W; then running 111° True to a point defined by Lat. 39°8.114’ N, Long. 76°17.546’ W; then running 170° True to a 

point defined by Lat. 39°7.603’ N, Long. 76°17.432’ W; then running 272° True to a point defined by Lat. 39°7.623’ 

N, Long. 76°18.167’ W; then running 277° True to the point of beginning.  

(3) Dorchester County Power Dredge Study Area. All of the waters of Holland Straits enclosed by a line beginning 

at a point defined by Lat. 38°6.359' N, Long. 76°3.752' W, then running 273° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°6.385' 

N, Long. 76°4.481' W, then running 2° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°6.840' N, Long. 76°4.463' W, then running 

95° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°6.790' N, Long. 76°3.749' W, then running 180° True to the point of beginning.  

D. Wild Grounds Study Area. 

(1) The study area consists of all of the waters of Eastern Bay enclosed by a line beginning at a point defined by 

Lat. 38°53.160' N, Long. 76°18.211' W; then running 302° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°53.465' N, Long. 

76°18.825' W; then running 36° True to a point defined by Lat. 38°53.633' N, Long. 76°18.668' W; then running 124° 

True to a point defined by Lat. 38°53.320' N, Long. 76°18.063' W; then running 216° True to the point of beginning. 

(2) A commercial licensee may not harvest oysters with a power dredge in this area unless authorized by public 

notice in accordance with §E of this regulation. 



E. Public Notice. 

(1) In order to evaluate the potential effects of power dredging, the Department may, by public notice: 

(a) Open or close portions of the areas defined in §C(2) and §D(1) of this regulation to the harvest of oysters; 

or 

(b) Specify gear that may be used in portions of the area defined in §D(1) of this regulation. 

(2) If it is determined necessary to maintain surface shell, the Department may by public notice establish the 

following: 

(a) Portions of the areas defined in §C(2) and §D(1) of this regulation in which maintenance is necessary; 

(b) Allowable gears for maintenance; 

(c) A requirement to receive prior written permission by the Department to performing maintenance on the 

area; 

(d) Number of licensees who may perform maintenance on the area; and 

(e) Dates and times during which the maintenance may be performed. 

(3) The public notice shall state its effective hour and date and shall be published on the Fisheries Service 

website at least 48 hours in advance of the effective hour and date.  

(4) The Secretary shall make a reasonable effort to disseminate a public notice issued under this section through 

various other media so that an affected individual has a reasonable opportunity to be informed.  

(5) A violation of the restrictions set by the Secretary in accordance with this section is a violation of this 

regulation. 

 

JOSEPH P. GILL 

Secretary of Natural Resources 

 

 

 

 
 
 




