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 DLS Control No. 15-011 

Overview and Legal and Fiscal Impact 
 

 The regulations authorize the Board of Examiners for Audiologists, Hearing Aid 

Dispensers, and Speech-Language Pathologists to impose a monetary penalty or take disciplinary 

action against a licensee for failure to complete continuing education requirements.  In addition, 

the regulations authorize the board to issue a cease and desist order and take disciplinary action 

against a licensee for practicing on an expired license.   

 

 The regulations present no legal issue of concern. 

 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

 

Regulations of COMAR Affected 
 

Department of Health and Mental Hygiene: 

Board of Examiners for Audiologists, Hearing Aid Dispensers, and Speech Language 

Pathologists:  Licensure and Continuing Education:  COMAR 10.41.03.05 

Hearing Aid Dispensers:  COMAR 10.41.08.11 and .12 

Speech-Language Pathology Assistants:  COMAR 10.41.11.08 

 

 

Legal Analysis  
 

Summary of Regulations 
 

 For a speech-language pathologist licensee or an audiologist licensee who fails to 

complete continuing education requirements within a specified timeframe, the regulations 

authorize the Board of Examiners for Audiologists, Hearing Aid Dispensers, and  

Speech-Language Pathologists to subject the licensee to (1) informal or formal discipline for 

failure the meet the requirements; and (2) a monetary fine not to exceed $250.  A licensee who 

has failed to renew a license to practice in the State by June 30 of the year in which the license is 

due to be renewed is prohibited from practicing in the State.  If the board determines that a 

licensee has practiced in the State after the license has expired, the regulations authorize the 

board to (1) order the licensee to immediately cease and desist practice in the State until the 

license has been reinstated by the board; and (2) take action as follows against a licensee for 

unprofessional conduct if it determines that the licensee practiced in the State after the license 

has expired:  
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 issue a nonpublic consent agreement in which the licensee agrees to make an anonymous 

donation of $250 to a charitable institution and to perform 40 hours of board-approved 

pro-bono services;  

 provide the licensee with a settlement conference; or  

 charge the licensee with unprofessional conduct for practicing without a license. 

 

 For a hearing aid dispenser licensee who fails to complete continuing education 

requirements within a specified timeframe, the regulations authorize the board to subject the 

licensee to (1) informal or formal discipline for failure the meet the requirements; and (2) a 

monetary fine not to exceed $250. A hearing aid dispenser licensee who has failed to renew a 

license to practice in the State by March 3 of the year in which the license is due to be renewed is 

prohibited from practicing in the State.  If the board determines that the licensee has practiced in 

the State after the license has expired, the regulations authorize the board to (1) order the 

licensee to immediately cease and desist practice in the State until the license has been reinstated 

by the board; and (2) take action as follows against a licensee for unprofessional conduct if it 

determines that the licensee practiced in the State after the license has expired:  

  

 issue a nonpublic consent agreement in which the licensee agrees to make an anonymous 

donation of $250 to a charitable institution and to perform 40 hours of board-approved 

pro-bono services;  

 provide the licensee with a settlement conference; or  

 charge the licensee with unprofessional conduct for practicing without a license.      

 

 The regulations prohibit a speech-language pathology assistant licensee who has failed to 

renew a license to practice in the State by June 30 of the year in which the license is due to be 

renewed from practicing in the State.  If the board determines that a licensee has practiced in the 

State after the license has expired, the regulations authorize the board to (1) order the licensee to 

immediately cease and desist practice in the State until the license has been reinstated by the 

board; and (2) take action as follows against a licensee for unprofessional conduct if it 

determines that the licensee practiced in the State after the license has expired:   

 

 issue a nonpublic consent agreement in which the licensee agrees to make an anonymous 

donation of $100 to a charitable institution and to perform 40 hours of board-approved 

pro-bono services;  

 provide the licensee with a settlement conference; or  

 charge the licensee with unprofessional conduct for practicing without a license. 

  

Legal Issue 
 

 The regulations present no legal issue of concern. 

 

Statutory Authority and Legislative Intent 
 

 The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene cites §§ 2-205, 2-308, 2-312(b),  

2-314(10), 2-314(11), 2-314.9, and 2-319 of the Health Occupations Article as authority for the 

regulations.  Section 2-205 authorizes the board to adopt regulations to carry out the provisions 

of law governing the practice of audiology, hearing aid dispensing, and speech-language 
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pathology.  Section 2-308 establishes the term of a license and the renewal of the license.   

Section 2-312(b) establishes the investigative and enforcement powers of the board, including 

authorizing the board to issue cease and desist orders or obtain injunctive relief for specified 

violations of law.  Section 2-314(11) establishes a ground for discipline if specified individuals 

violate any lawful order given or regulation adopted by the board. If the board finds there are 

grounds for discipline against a licensee, § 2-314.9 authorizes the board to impose a penalty not 

exceeding $5,000, in addition to suspending or revoking the license, reprimanding the licensee, 

or placing the licensee on probation.  The board is required to adopt regulations to set standards 

for the imposition of the penalty.  Section 2-319 requires the board to adopt regulations to 

establish qualifications and scope of practice for the position of a speech-language pathologist 

assistant and the requirements for the supervision of a speech-language pathology assistant by a 

supervisor of a speech-language pathology assistant.   

 

 This authority is correct and complete.  The regulations comply with the legislative intent 

of the law.   

 

 

Fiscal Analysis  
 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Fiscal Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulations have no fiscal impact on State or local 

agencies.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs and notes that the regulations, in part, 

implement cease and desist provisions of Chapter 167 of 2014 (Senate Bill 453).  The fiscal and 

policy note for Senate Bill 453 indicated that the board could handle any additional workload 

with existing resources.   

 

Impact on Budget 
 

 There is no impact on the State operating or capital budget. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Small Business Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulations have minimal or no economic impact on 

small businesses in the State.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs.   

 

 

Contact Information 
 

Legal Analysis:  Lynne Blume Rosen – (410) 946/(301) 970-5350 

Fiscal Analysis:  Kathleen P. Kennedy – (410) 946/(301) 970-5510 

 




