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 DLS Control No. 15-090 

Overview and Legal and Fiscal Impact 
 

 The proposed regulations amend existing regulations regarding the certification of 

residential child care program professionals relating to approval of training programs, hours of 

training requirements, examination procedures, reinstatement of certificate requirements, and 

tiered certification qualification requirements.  The proposed regulations also repeal various fees. 

 

 These proposed regulations present no legal issue of concern. 

 

 The regulations have minimal fiscal impact on State agencies and no fiscal impact on 

local agencies.   

 

 

Regulations of COMAR Affected 
 

Department of Health and Mental Hygiene: 

Board for Certification of Residential Child Care Program Professionals:  Definitions: 

COMAR 10.57.01.01 

Certification – Residential Child and Youth Care Practitioners:  COMAR 10.57.03.02-.10 

Fees:  COMAR 10.57.07.01 

 

 

Legal Analysis  
 

Summary of Regulations 
 

 The proposed regulations amend existing regulations regarding the certification and 

training of residential child care program professionals. COMAR 10.57.03 .04 through .06 are 

repealed and existing Regulations 10.57.03.07 through .13 are renumbered to be Regulations .05 

through .10.  

 

 COMAR 10.57.01.01 is amended to include the definition of “tiered certification.”   

  

 COMAR 10.57.03 is amended in the following ways: 

 

 .02:  repeals certain documentation requirements for individuals applying for certification 

by sponsorship and repeals provisions requiring a residential child and youth care 

practitioner training program to be approved by specified higher education government 

agencies or accrediting organizations; 
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 .03:  increases the total number of hours required for completion of a child and youth care 

practitioner training program while repealing a specified number of hours for each 

required training course; 

 

 .04:  repeals the requirement that an examination given by the Board for Certification of 

Residential Child Care Program Professionals be a written exam, requires an applicant to 

pass an exam within 180 days of being hired, and repeals and replaces exam procedures 

for retaking a failed exam by authorizing an applicant who fails an exam to take the next 

exam given by the board; 

 

 .06:  repeals the requirement that the board sent a certificate holder a certificate renewal 

notice by mail; 

 

 .07:  repeals the requirement that a certificate holder who failed to renew a certificate for 

any reason meet the requirements for renewal of a certificate to be reinstated; and 

 

 .10:  authorizes a Tier 1 certification to be obtained by an individual who meets certain 

qualification requirements before October 1, 2015, requires applicants seeking to obtain a 

Tier 3 certification to submit evidence of a board-approved residential child and youth 

care training program, and repeals all authority for completion of an online training 

program. 

 

 COMAR 10.57.07.01 is amended to repeal various fees. 

 

 Legal Issue 
 

 These proposed regulations present no legal issue of concern. 

 

Statutory Authority and Legislative Intent 
 

 The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene cites §§ 20-101 and 20-205 of the Health 

Occupations Article as statutory authority for these proposed regulations.  More specifically,  

§§ 20-205 and 20-206 of the Health Occupations is authority for these proposed regulations. 

 

 Section 20-205 requires the board, in consultation with the Children’s Cabinet, in 

relevant part, to adopt regulations to carry out the provisions of the subtitle related to the 

certification and regulation of residential child care program professionals, establish standards 

for the certification of applicants, establish a tiered certification structure for residential child and 

youth care practitioners, and devise examinations.  Section 20-206 requires the board to set 

reasonable fees for the issuance and renewal of certificates, approval of training programs, and 

other services. 

 

 This authority is correct and complete.  These regulations comply with the legislative 

intent of the law. 
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Fiscal Analysis  
 

The regulations have minimal fiscal impact on State agencies and no fiscal impact on 

local agencies.   

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Fiscal Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulations have minimal fiscal impact on State agencies 

as they repeal fees that have not been implemented or assessed, specifically (1) fees for academic 

and experiential requirements for provisional certification and practitioner-in-training and (2) the 

$50 fee for the State Standards Examination for residential child and youth care practitioners 

(who are not yet required to be certified nor take the examination).  The State Board for the 

Certification of Residential Child Care Program Professionals advises that it is repealing the 

State Standards Examination fee for residential child and youth care practitioners because the 

board received grant funding to develop training and the examination and, as a condition of the 

grant, the board agreed not to charge for the examination.  Application fees will continue to be 

assessed.  The board advises that costs to proctor the online examination in the future are 

expected to be minimal and, as such, the board does not anticipate any material fiscal impact 

related to repealing this examination fee regardless of the number of applicants (which is 

unknown).  The Department of Legislative Services concurs that there is minimal fiscal impact.    

 

Impact on Budget 
 

 There is no impact on the State operating or capital budget.   

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Small Business Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulations have minimal or no fiscal impact on small 

businesses in the State.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs.   

 

 Additional Information 
 

 Chapter 218 of 2008 initially required certification of residential child and youth care 

practitioners by October 1, 2013.  The date for certification was delayed until October 1, 2015, 

by Chapter 583 of 2010 due to a lack of training and workforce availability.  As these 

practitioners are just beginning their certification process, no regulatory fees have been assessed 

to date. 
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