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Overview and Legal and Fiscal Impact 
 

 These regulations make clarifying, stylistic, and conforming changes to various 

definitions and provisions relating to the property and duties of the Transportation Authority. 

The regulations also make changes to the oversize permit process for specified motor vehicles 

seeking to use the Baltimore Harbor Tunnel. 

 

 The regulations present no legal issues of concern. 

 

 There is no impact on State or local agencies.  

 

 

Regulations of COMAR Affected 
 

Department of Transportation: 

Maryland Transportation Authority:  Vehicle Size and Width Restrictions:  

COMAR 11.07.02.01 and .04 

Public Notice of Toll Schedule Revisions:  COMAR 11.07.05.02 and .04 

Parking on Maryland Transportation Authority Property:  COMAR 11.07.10.02 

Public Use of Interstate 95 Service Plazas:  COMAR 11.07.11.02 and .04 

 

 

Legal Analysis  
 

Background 
 

 Chapter 448 of 2010 altered definitions in § 21-1401 of the Transportation Article by 

defining the term “Authority highway” to include roads, bridges, and tunnels within the 

authority’s jurisdiction and repealing the term “vehicular crossing,” which included reference 

only to bridges and tunnels. References throughout the Transportation Article were altered 

accordingly to reflect this change. 

 

 The authority reports that this and other changes were necessitated by the construction of 

the Intercounty Connector (MD 200) and the I-95 Express Toll Lanes (ETL), and to better 

describe the authority’s legacy facilities such as the 50 mile John F. Kennedy Highway (I-95).  

 

Summary of Regulations 
 

 To fit current business practice, the regulations alter the application process for motor 

vehicles, semitrailers, and trailers measuring more than 96 inches but not more than 102 inches 

in width and motor vehicles pulling tandem trailers seeking to use the northbound Baltimore 
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Harbor Tunnel by requiring that the person or entity apply in writing to the State Highway 

Administration for a hauling permit.  The authority may still revoke a permit on site if it is 

necessary to protect the authority’s employees or the traveling public, and may now take into 

consideration protection of the authority’s property and the safety of adjacent communities. 

Decisions by the authority and the administration are final. 

 

 The regulations replace references to “bridge,” “tunnel,” “transportation facilities 

projects,” and “vehicular crossing” with the term “Authority highway” and make conforming 

changes.  The regulations also make several other simplifying and clarifying changes to other 

definitions and provisions under chapters .02, .05, and .10.  

 

 Finally, the regulations expand the category of animals allowed inside a service plaza to 

include any service animal as defined in § 7-701 of the Human Services Article and make 

technical changes. 

 

Legal Issue 
 

 The regulations present no legal issues of concern. 

 

Statutory Authority and Legislative Intent 
 

 The authority cites §§ 4-204, 4-205, 4-208, 4-208.1, 4-312, 21-1401, 21-1402, 21-1403, 

21-1407, 21-1410, 21-1414, 26-301 through 26-306, and 27-110 of the Transportation Article as 

authority for the regulations. Section 4-204 grants the authority general supervisory authority 

over all transportation facilities projects and requires the authority to finance, construct, operate, 

repair, and maintain these projects. Section 4-205(f) authorizes the authority to adopt rules and 

regulations and § 4-205(g) authorizes the authority to take any actions necessary or convenient to 

carry out its statutory mandate.  Section 21-1401 defines “Authority highway.”  Section 21-1403 

authorizes the authority to adopt rules and regulations governing traffic using authority 

highways. Section 21-1410 prohibits a vehicle from being driven on an Authority highway if the 

vehicle or its load exceeds the weight, width, or height restrictions set by the authority.  

Section 26-301(b) authorizes any State agency authorized by law to regulate the parking of 

vehicles and the issuance of a citation, the towing, and the impounding of a vehicle parked in 

violation of regulations. 

 

 This authority is correct and complete. The regulations comply with the legislative intent 

of the law. 

 

Technical Corrections and Special Notes 

 

 Please note that the Department of Legislative Services contacted the authority regarding 

references in COMAR 11.07.02.04B(1) and (2).  The authority indicates that it will update an 

incorrect reference in COMAR 11.07.02.04B(1) and will add an explicit reference to the 

administration’s discretion to issue or deny a hauling permit in COMAR 11.07.02.04B(2). 

 

 

Fiscal Analysis  
 

 There is no impact on State or local agencies.  
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Agency Estimate of Projected Fiscal Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulations have no impact on State or local 

governments.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs.  In part, the regulations 

implement Chapter 448 of 2010 (House Bill 975).  The fiscal and policy note for House Bill 975 

indicated that the bill was technical in nature and had no impact on governmental finances. 

 

Impact on Budget 
 

 There is no impact on the State operating or capital budget.   

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Small Business Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulations have minimal or no economic impact on 

small businesses in the State.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs.   

 

 

Contact Information 
 

Legal Analysis:  Jennifer L. Young – (410) 946/(301) 970-5350 

Fiscal Analysis:  Richard L. Duncan – (410) 946/(301) 970-5510 

 




