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 DLS Control No. 15-132 

Overview and Legal and Fiscal Impact 
 

 The regulation updates boundaries for the area in Frederick County where the use of 

breech loading rifles for deer hunting is prohibited. 

 

 The regulation presents no legal issue of concern. 

 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

 

Regulation of COMAR Affected 
 

Department of Natural Resources: 

Wildlife:  Forest Wildlife:  COMAR 08.03.04.05 

 

 

Legal Analysis  
 

Background 
 

For the purpose of deer population management, the Department of Natural Resources 

has established two deer management zones in Frederick County based on human population and 

development patterns.  Frederick County is one of four Maryland counties, along with Allegany, 

Garrett, and Washington counties, that have two deer management zones. 

 

Frederick County elected officials have requested that the department change the 

boundaries for the areas where breech loading rifles may not be used to hunt deer so that they are 

identical to Frederick County Deer Management Zone 2. 

 

Summary of Regulation 
  

 The regulation updates the boundaries for the area in Frederick County where the use of 

breech loading rifles for deer hunting is prohibited.  The prohibited area is identical to 

Frederick County Deer Management Zone 2 as it is revised in a companion proposed regulation.   

 

Statutory Authority and Legislative Intent 
 

 The department cites § 10-408 of the Natural Resources Article as statutory authority for 

the regulation.  Section 10-408 requires the department to regulate the use of weapons for 

hunting designated wildlife.   
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 This authority is correct and complete.  The regulation complies with the legislative 

intent of the law. 

 

 

Fiscal Analysis  
 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Fiscal Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulation has no impact on State or local governments.  

The Department of Legislative Services concurs.   

 

Impact on Budget 
 

 There is no impact on the State operating or capital budget. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Small Business Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulation has minimal or no economic impact on small 

businesses in the State.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs.   
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