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 DLS Control No. 15-148 

Overview and Legal and Fiscal Impact 
 

 The regulation extends the time period for a controlled dangerous substance registration 

certificate. 

 

 The regulation presents no legal issue of concern. 

 

 There is no material fiscal impact on State or local governments.   

 

 

Regulation of COMAR Affected 
 

Department of Health and Mental Hygiene: 

Dangerous Devices and Substances:  Controlled Dangerous Substances: COMAR 

10.19.03.03 

 

 

Legal Analysis  
 

Background 
 

 Chapter 489 of 2015, the Budget Reconciliation and Financing Act of 2015, authorized 

the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene to renew controlled dangerous substances (CDS) 

registrations on a triennial rather than a biennial basis.  There are approximately 40,000 active 

CDS registrations. 

 

Summary of Regulation 
 

 The regulation implements Chapter 489, extending the CDS registration certification 

period from two years to three years.  The regulation also modifies the fee for CDS registration 

certificates from $60 per year for a two-year period ($120) to $60 per year for a three-year period 

($180).  The fee for a change of ownership is changed from $72 per year for a two-year period 

($144) to $72 per year for a three-year period ($216) to be commensurate with the expanded 

three-year renewal period. 

 

Legal Issue 
 

 The regulation presents no legal issue of concern. 
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Statutory Authority and Legislative Intent 
 

 The department cites § 5-302 of the Criminal Law Article as authority for the regulation.  

Section 5-302 requires a person to obtain and maintain a CDS registration before the person 

(1) manufactures, distributes, or dispenses CDS; (2) conducts research or instructional activities 

with Schedule II through V CDS; (3) conducts research or instructional activities with a 

Schedule I CDS; or (4) conducts a chemical analysis with any CDS.  A CDS registration expires 

on the date set by the department unless it is renewed for an additional term.  

 

 This authority is correct and complete.  The regulation complies with legislative intent. 

 

 

Fiscal Analysis  
 

 There is no material fiscal impact on State or local governments.   

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Fiscal Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulation has no material fiscal impact on State or local 

agencies because, although the regulation extends the renewal period from two years to three 

years for a CDS registration, the associated fee is increased accordingly to maintain the current 

annualized fee revenue.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs and notes that the 

regulation implements a provision of Chapter 489 of 2015.  The fiscal and policy note for 

Chapter 489 estimated that any fiscal impact from extending the renewal period for a CDS 

registration would be minimal because renewals are processed on a rolling basis and, as such, the 

impact was not expected to be significant in any one year.   

 

Impact on Budget 
 

 There is no impact on the State operating or capital budget.   

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Small Business Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulation has minimal or no fiscal impact on small 

businesses in the State.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs.   
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