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 DLS Control No. 15-150 

Overview and Legal and Fiscal Impact 
 

 In accordance with Chapter 36 of 2014, these regulations alter the State cost-share rate 

for poultry litter and livestock manure transportation and handling projects under the Manure 

Transportation Project.  The regulations also make various changes to clarify the administration 

of the Manure Transportation Project.    

 

 The regulations present no legal issue of concern. 

 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

 

Regulations of COMAR Affected 
 

Department of Agriculture: 

Soil and Water Conservation:  Manure Transportation Project:  COMAR 15.20.05.01-.10 

 

 

Legal Analysis  
 

Background  
 

The Manure Transportation Project (program) is a cost-share program established to 

assist in the transportation of excess poultry or livestock manure from farms that do not have 

sufficient land to use the manure for crop production in accordance with a nutrient management 

plan or that have land that is phosphorus over-enriched.  The program is intended to protect 

water quality by fostering efficient land application of manure and alternative waste management 

and use technologies.  Chapter 36 of 2014 gave the Department of Agriculture discretion to 

determine the amount of funding provided by the department to match funding contributed by 

the commercial poultry producer industry for the transportation and handling of poultry litter and 

repealed the $10 per ton limitation on funding.  Chapter 36 also modified the limitation on 

funding provided for the transportation of livestock manure by eliminating the $20 per ton limit 

but retaining the limit of 87.5% of eligible costs.  

 

Summary of Regulations 
 

The regulations alter the State cost-share rate for poultry litter and livestock manure 

transportation and handling projects under the program in a manner consistent with Chapter 36.  

The regulations also include additional modifications which are intended to clarify the 

administration of the program.  Among other things, the regulations (1) add a definition for 
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“nutrient management plan”; (2) make clarifying changes to several existing definitions; (3) alter 

the eligibility requirements for participation in the cost-share program; (4) establish factors for 

the department to consider when determining a funding match; and (5) establish requirements for 

alternative use projects.  

Legal Issue 
 

The regulations present no legal issue of concern. 

 

Statutory Authority and Legislative Intent 
 

The department cites § 8-704.2 of the Agriculture Article as authority for these 

regulations.  Section 8-704.2 establishes the program to facilitate the transportation of poultry 

litter and livestock manure from farms that are phosphorus over-enriched. Section 8-704.2 

requires the State to provide matching funds for poultry litter and livestock manure 

transportation and handling projects.  The department has discretion to determine the amount 

provided for poultry litter related projects and may provide up to 87.5% of eligible costs for 

livestock manure related projects.   

 

This authority is correct and complete.  The regulations comply with the legislative intent 

of the law. 

 

 Technical Corrections and Special Notes 
 

 Please note that the department was contacted regarding an incorrect reference in the 

Statement of Purpose provision of the regulation and several typographical and grammatical 

errors throughout the regulation.  The department advises that it has changed the incorrect 

reference in the Statement of Purpose from Chapter 12 of 2014 to Chapter 36 of 2014 and has 

corrected the typographical and grammatical errors.  The department has submitted replacement 

pages to the Division of State Documents. 

 

 

Fiscal Analysis  
 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Fiscal Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulations have a nominal economic impact on the 

agency and on local governments.  The Department of Legislative Services generally concurs, 

noting, however, that the regulations should not have any fiscal impact on the agency or local 

governments since they primarily implement Chapter 36 of 2014 (Senate Bill 127), the fiscal 

impact of which was accounted for in the fiscal and policy note for the bill.  The fiscal and policy 

note indicated that, although the alteration of the State cost-share rates under the Manure 

Transportation Project might increase spending of State appropriations under the program, the 

bill was not expected to have a budgetary impact.  The fiscal and policy note did not indicate a 

fiscal impact on local governments. 

 



3 DLS Control No. 15-150 

Impact on Budget 
 

 There is no impact on the State operating or capital budget. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Small Business Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulations have minimal or no economic impact on 

small businesses in the State.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs. 

 

 

Contact Information 
 

Legal Analysis:  Cristen C. Flynn – (410) 946/(301) 970-5350 

Fiscal Analysis:  Scott D. Kennedy – (410) 946/(301) 970-5510 

 




