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 DLS Control No. 15-158 

Overview and Legal and Fiscal Impact 
 

 These regulations conform existing regulations to the National Fire Protection 

Association (NFPA) 1 Fire Code 2015 and certain requirements of the International Building 

Code, which are incorporated by reference.  The regulations also add language that has been 

deleted from the updated versions of those model codes but that the State Fire Prevention 

Commission wishes to retain. 

 

 The regulations present no legal issues of concern. 

 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

 

Regulations of COMAR Affected 
 

Department of State Police: 

Fire Prevention Commission:  Fire Prevention Code:  COMAR 29.06.01.02, .06-.09, .13, 

and .14 

Ground-Based Sparkling Devices:  COMAR 29.06.07.07 

 

 

Legal Analysis  
 

Summary of Regulations 
 

 The regulations make numerous changes that reflect 2015 updates to documents 

incorporated by reference into COMAR, specifically updates to the NFPA 1 Fire Code, 

NFPA 101 Life Safety Code, and the International Building Code. 

 

 The regulations also add, by permission, a sizeable portion of extracted text from the 

NFPA 1, 2012 edition. These regulations establish safety requirements for structures used in the 

sale, handling, and storage of consumer fireworks.  The commission advises that the added 

language was formerly incorporated by reference but does not appear in the updated 

publications.  To retain those provisions, the commission has explicitly included them. 

 

Legal Issue 
 

 The regulations present no legal issues of concern. 
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Statutory Authority and Legislative Intent 
 

 The commission cites §§ 6-206, 6-501, and 10-109 of the Public Safety Article as 

authority for the regulations.  More specifically, § 6-206(a)(i) requires the commission to adopt 

comprehensive regulations necessary to protect life and property from the hazards of fire and 

explosions.  In addition, § 10-109 requires the commission to adopt regulations necessary to 

carry out its role in regulating fireworks and sparklers. The citation to § 6-501 is superfluous. 

 

 This authority is correct and complete.  The regulations comply with the legislative intent 

of the law. 

 

Technical Corrections and Special Notes 

 

 Please note that the Notice of Proposed Action contained several incorrect references due 

to typographical errors.  In addition, the Statement of Purpose failed to explain the extensive 

addition of text from the NFPA 1, 2012.  The commission advises that these issues have been 

corrected. 

 

 Furthermore, the commission inadvertently omitted the proposed amendment to 

COMAR 29.06.07.07 in its submission.  The commission subsequently provided the language, 

which, consistent with this proposal, deletes text referencing a previous edition of NFPA 1 Fire 

Code.  The commission advises that all proposed language will be submitted to the Department 

of State Documents. 

 

 

Fiscal Analysis  
 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Fiscal Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulations have no impact on State or local 

governments.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs. 

 

Impact on Budget 
 

 There is no impact on the State operating or capital budget. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Small Business Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulations have minimal or no economic impact on 

small businesses in the State.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs. 

 

 

Contact Information 
 

Legal Analysis:  Jennifer L. Young – (410) 946/(301) 970-5350 

Fiscal Analysis:  Matthew B. Jackson – (410) 946/(301) 970-5510 




