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 DLS Control No. 15-167 

Overview and Legal and Fiscal Impact 
 

 The regulation establishes rules for interpreting geographic coordinates appearing in 

other fisheries regulations.   

 

 The regulation presents no legal issues of concern. 

 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

 

Regulation of COMAR Affected 
 

Department of Natural Resources:  Fisheries Service:  General:  COMAR 08.02.01.14 

 

 

Legal Analysis  
 

Background  
 

 According to the Department of Natural Resources, geographic locations are described 

using longitude and latitude in 19 different fisheries regulations appearing in six different 

chapters of COMAR.  Many of these regulations also reference physical locations and objects, 

such as buoys and points of land.  Over time, the shorelines used in physical descriptions may 

change due to erosion while other descriptive objects may also move or change.  The proposed 

regulation introduces rules for interpreting geographic coordinates in fisheries regulations with 

the goal of preserving regulatory intent even as these sorts of changes occur.    

 

Summary of Regulation 
 

 The regulation establishes rules for interpreting each of the six different ways in which 

regulatory boundaries are described in fisheries regulations.  In doing so, the regulation accounts 

for situations that could create ambiguity, such as when the geographic coordinates given for a 

point do not line up with its physical description, or when the beginning point of a regulatory line 

does not attach to the shoreline.      

 

Legal Issue 
 

 The regulation presents no legal issues of concern. 

 



2 DLS Control No. 15-167 

Statutory Authority and Legislative Intent 
 

 The department cites §§ 4-215, 4-215.2, 4-2A-03, 4-405, 4-407, 4-1006, 4-1006.1, 

4-1009.1, 4-1011, 4-1012, 4-1103, 4-11A-04, 4-11A-05, 4-11A-06, 4-11A-07, 4-11A-08, 

4-11A-09, and 4-11A-11 of the Natural Resources Article as statutory authority for the 

regulation.  In general, these statutes authorize the department to regulate the locations for 

engaging in different types of fishing activity.  For example, § 4-405 authorizes the department 

to establish and maintain fish refuges in State waters, while § 4-1009.1 authorizes the department 

to designate harvest reserve areas for oysters.  The statutes cited in Title 4, Subtitle 11A give the 

department broad authority to regulate shellfish aquaculture and to designate specific areas for 

different types of aquaculture activity.  Section 4-1011 no longer provides statutory authority 

because it was repealed by Chapter 173 of 2013. 

 

 With the exception of § 4-1011, this authority is correct and complete.  The regulation 

complies with the legislative intent of the law. 

 

Technical Corrections and Special Notes  
 

 The department has been notified that § 4-1011 of the Natural Resources Article, which 

is cited as authority for the regulation, was repealed by Chapter 173 of 2013.     

 

 

Fiscal Analysis  
 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Fiscal Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulation has no impact on State or local governments.  

The Department of Legislative Services concurs. 

 

Impact on Budget 
 

 There is no impact on the State operating or capital budget. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Small Business Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulation has minimal or no economic impact on small 

businesses in the State.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs. 
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