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 DLS Control No. 15-168 

Overview and Legal and Fiscal Impact 
 

 In order to transition to a staggered certification renewal program, the regulations 

establish a one-year certificate renewal cycle in 2017 for dental radiation technologists whose 

certificates end with an even number.  In 2018, these certificate holders will return to a biennial 

renewal cycle. 

 

 The regulations present no legal issues of concern. 

 

 Special fund revenues for the State Board of Dental Examiners decrease by $111,758 in 

fiscal 2017 (and by $223,516 in future odd-numbered fiscal years) and increase by $223,516 in 

fiscal 2018 (and future even-numbered fiscal years), due to the creation of a staggered, biennial 

renewal cycle for certified dental radiation technologists. 

 

 

Regulations of COMAR Affected 
 

Department of Health and Mental Hygiene: 

Board of Dental Examiners:  Dental Radiation Technologist:  COMAR 10.44.19.05-.12 

 

 

Legal Analysis  
 

Summary of Regulations 
 

 In order to transition to a staggered certification renewal program, the regulations 

establish a one-year certificate renewal cycle in 2017 for dental radiation technologists whose 

certificates end with an even number.  During this one-year cycle, these certificate holders will 

be required to pay only half of the two-year renewal fee and will be exempted from 

corresponding continuing education requirements, as appropriate.  Beginning March 1, 2018, 

these certificate holders will return to a biennial renewal cycle. 
 

Legal Issues 
 

 The regulations present no legal issues of concern. 

 

Statutory Authority and Legislative Intent 
 

 The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene cites § 4-505 of the Health Occupations 

Article as statutory authority for the regulations.  Section 4-505 requires the State Board of 
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Dental Examiners to adopt regulations concerning qualifications, training, certification, 

monitoring of, and enforcement requirements for dental radiation technologists.  This section 

also requires the board to send renewal notices to each certificate holder stating specified 

information.  

 

 This authority is correct and complete.  The regulations comply with the legislative intent 

of the law. 

 

 

Fiscal Analysis  
 

 Special fund revenues for the State Board of Dental Examiners decrease by $111,758 in 

fiscal 2017 (and by $223,516 in future odd-numbered fiscal years) and increase by $223,516 in 

fiscal 2018 (and future even-numbered fiscal years), due to the creation of a staggered, biennial 

renewal cycle for certified dental radiation technologists. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Fiscal Impact 
 

 The regulations create a one-year renewal certificate for certified dental radiation 

technologists whose certificate numbers end in an even number and who are scheduled to renew 

their certificates in March 2017.  These individuals are required to pay one-half of the renewal 

fee in fiscal 2017, but they must pay the full renewal fee in fiscal 2018 (and in every 

even-numbered fiscal year thereafter).  The remaining certified dental radiation technologists 

(those with odd-numbered certificates) will pay the full renewal fee in fiscal 2017 (and in every 

odd-numbered fiscal year thereafter) as is their current practice.   

 

The board advises that, although the renewal fee is halved for approximately one-half of 

dental radiation technologists in fiscal 2017, there is no economic impact because the one-time 

certificate is only for one-half of the two-year renewal period.  The Department of Legislative 

Services disagrees.  Although overall revenues to the board will not change, the timing of the 

receipt of such revenues is shifted.  As a result, board special fund revenues decrease by 

approximately $111,758 in fiscal 2017; this estimate represents almost one-half of the current 

6,575 dental radiation technologists, or 3,287 (those with even-numbered licenses), paying a 

reduced fee of $34 rather than the full $68 fee in that year.  Board special fund revenues then 

increase by approximately $223,516 in fiscal 2018, as those same dental radiation technologists 

are shifted to a new renewal cycle and again pay the full $68 fee.  In future years, rather than 

receiving approximately $447,100 in fee revenues from dental radiation technologists in 

odd-numbered fiscal years, the board will receive approximately $223,584 in fee revenues in 

each odd-numbered fiscal year (as the balance of $223,516 is shifted to other years). 

 

Impact on Budget 
 

There is no impact on the operating or capital budget.  Timing of receipt of revenues 

from one category of certificate holder/licensee changes; however, the board has sufficient fund 

balance to cover its costs in the first year of implementation.  
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Agency Estimate of Projected Small Business Impact 
 

 The board advises that the regulations have minimal or no economic impact on small 

businesses in the State.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs. 

 

 

Contact Information 
 

Legal Analysis:  Sara C. Fidler – (410) 946/(301) 970-5350 

Fiscal Analysis:  Sasika Subramaniam – (410) 946/(301) 970-5510 

 




