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Overview and Legal and Fiscal Impact 
 

 The regulation repeals a requirement that the Child Support Enforcement Administration 

deduct a $10 fee before distributing to a non-Temporary Cash Assistance obligee the amount 

intercepted by the Comptroller from the State income tax refund of a child support obligor who is 

in arrears. 

 

 The regulation presents no legal issues of concern. 

 

 Fee revenues decrease by $72,580 in fiscal 2016 and by approximately $145,160 annually 

thereafter (of which $95,806 is federal funds and $49,354 is special funds) due to the repeal of the 

$10 maximum fee that is deducted by the Child Support Enforcement Administration prior to 

distributing to a non-Temporary Cash Assistance obligee the amount intercepted from the 

State income tax refund of a child support obligor who is in arrears.   

 

 

Regulation of COMAR Affected 
 

Department of Human Resources: 

Child Support Enforcement Administration:  State Comptroller Intercept Program: 

COMAR 07.07.08.03 

 

 

Legal Analysis  
 

Background  
 

 On September 15, 2015, Governor Larry Hogan announced a plan to reduce or eliminate a 

number of fees across State government.  This regulation is part of that plan.  Additional 

information regarding Governor Hogan’s fee reduction initiative may be found here. 

 

 Current law authorizes the Child Support Enforcement Administration to certify to the 

Comptroller any obligor who is more than $150 in arrears of court-ordered child support payments.  

The Comptroller is required to withhold and pay to the administration the amount of the arrearage 

from any income tax refund due to the obligor.   

 

 The administration is authorized to deduct a fee from the amount intercepted. 

 

http://governor.maryland.gov/2015/09/15/governor-hogan-eliminates-or-cuts-fees-statewide-saving-marylanders-51-million-over-five-years/
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Summary of Regulation 
 

 The regulation repeals a requirement that the Child Support Enforcement Administration 

deduct a $10 fee before distributing to a non-TCA obligee the amount intercepted by the 

Comptroller from the State income tax refund of a child support obligor who is in arrears. 

 

Legal Issues 
 

 The regulation presents no legal issues of concern. 

 

Statutory Authority and Legislative Intent 
 

 The Secretary of Human Resources cites §§ 10-113 and 10-113.2 of the Family Law Article 

as statutory authority for the regulation.  Sections 10-113 and 10-113.2 authorize the interception 

of income tax refunds and State payments, respectively, for child support arrears.  Both sections 

authorize the Secretary of Human Resources to adopt rules and regulations to carry out those 

sections. 

 

 This authority is correct and complete.  The regulation complies with the legislative intent 

of the law. 

 

 

Fiscal Analysis  
 

 Special fund revenues decrease by $72,580 in fiscal 2016 and by approximately 

$145,160 annually thereafter (of which $95,806 is federal funds and $49,354 is special funds) due 

to the repeal of the $10 maximum fee that is deducted by the Child Support Enforcement 

Administration prior to distributing to a non-Temporary Cash Assistance obligee the amount 

intercepted from the State income tax refund of a child support obligor who is in arrears.   

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Fiscal Impact 
 

 Although the department initially advised that elimination of the fee would only affect 

special funds, the department now advises that elimination of the fee decreases both federal and 

special fund revenues by a total of $145,160 annually.  This estimate is based on actual revenues 

obtained from the fee in fiscal 2015.  Because the department estimates that the fee repeal will take 

effect January 1, 2016, the revenue decrease in fiscal 2016 is estimated at only $72,580 

($47,903 federal funds and $24,677 special funds).  The Department of Legislative concurs. 

 

Impact on Budget 
 

 There is no material impact on the State operating or capital budget.   
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Agency Estimate of Projected Small Business Impact 
 

The department advises that the regulation has minimal or no economic impact on small 

businesses in the State.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs. 

  

Additional Comments 
 

 The department advises that the repeal of the fee results in more money going to 

Maryland families with children without impacting operations within the Child Support 

Enforcement Administration. 
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