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Title 08
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Subtitle 07 FORESTS AND PARKS
08.07.04 Forest Fire Protection
Authority: Natural Resources Article, §§5-209 and 5-604, Annotated Code of Maryland
Notice of Proposed Action

[1

The Department of Natural Resources proposes to amend Regulations .01 Definitions
and .03 Open Air Burning under COMAR 08.07.04 Forest Fire Protection

Statement of Purpose
The purpose of this action is to update the references to the state agency and add
definitions.

Comparison to Federal Standards

There is no corresponding federal standard to this proposed action.
Estimate of Economic Impact
The proposed action has no economic impact.

Economic Impact on Small Businesses

The proposed action has minimal or no economic impact on small businesses.

Impact on Individuals with Disabilities

The proposed action has no impact on individuals with disabilities.

Opportunity for Public Comment
Comments may be sent to Marian Honeczy , Supervisor, Urban & Community
Forestry, MD DNR Forest Service, 580 Taylor Ave E-1, Annapolis, MD 21401, or call
410-260-8511, or email to marian.honeczy@maryland.gov, or fax to 410-260-8595.

Comments will be accepted through Dec. 30, 2015. A public hearing has not been
scheduled.

Economic Impact Statement Part C

A. Fiscal Year in which regulations will become effective: FY 2016



B. Does the budget for the fiscal year in which regulations become effective contain
funds to implement the regulations?

Yes
C. If 'yes', state whether general, special (exact name), or federal funds will be used:
General

D. If 'no', identify the source(s) of funds necessary for implementation of these
regulations:

E. If these regulations have no economic impact under Part A, indicate reason briefly:
revision are to make the regulations current; no substantive changes.

F. If these regulations have minimal or no economic impact on small businesses under
Part B, indicate the reason and attach small business worksheet.

revision are to make the regulations current; no substantive changes.

G. Small Business Worksheet:

Attached Document:

.01 Definitions.

In this chapter, the following terms have the meanings indicated:

A. “Authorities having jurisdiction” means organizations, offices, or individuals responsible for enforcing
requirements of a code or standard, or for approving equipment, materials, an installation, or a procedure.

[A.] B. "Director" means the Director of the [Maryland Forest Service, a unit of the] Department of Natural
Resources - Forest Service, or the Director's authorized representative.

[B.] C. (text unchanged)

D. “Fireworks” means combustible, implosive or explosive compositions, substances, combinations of substances,
or articles that are prepared to produce a visible or audible effect by combustion, explosion, implosion, deflagration,
or detonation.

[C.] E. "Open air burning" means a fire where any material is burned in the open, except for small recreational fires
such as campfires.

[D.] F. "Prescribed burning” means the planned scientific application of fire with an intent to confine it to a
predetermined area.

[E.] G. "Slash™ means the residue accumulating or left on the ground as a result of felling, thinning, improvement
cutting, weeding, cleaning, girdling, poisoning, or trimming of trees or other woody vegetation.

[F.] H. "Woodland" means a public or private area in any stage of growth of woody vegetation.

.03 Open Air Burning.
A. A person may not engage in open air burning except under the following conditions:
(1) — (3) (text unchanged)
(4) Burning occurs between the hours of 4 p.m. and 12 midnight [E.S.T.], except that when the ground is covered
with snow the burning may occur at any time so long as all other requirements are met.
B. A person may engage in open air burning, or prescribed burning, which does not comply with §A of this
regulation, if the person has submitted a plan for that burning to the Department for review and the Department has



issued a permit for that burning. The Director [, in his discretion,] may require conditions in the permit which are more
stringent or less stringent than the requirements in §A of this regulation.

C. In addition to the conditions and requirements in A and B of this regulation, a person engaged in open air burning
or prescribed burning shall comply with all other requirements of State and local [jurisdictions.] authorities having
jurisdiction.

Mark Belton, Secretary
Department of Natural Resources





