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 DLS Control No. 16-033 

Overview and Legal and Fiscal Impact 
 

 The regulations define “competition” and prohibit the use of native amphibians and reptiles 

in a competition, regardless of the origin of the amphibian or reptile. 

 

 The regulations present no legal issues of concern. 

 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

 

Regulations of COMAR Affected 
 

Department of Natural Resources: 

Wildlife:  Reptile and Amphibian Possession and Permits:  COMAR 08.03.11.02 and .16 

 

 

Legal Analysis  
 

Background 
 

 Current assessments of global amphibian populations indicate that nearly one-third of the 

known species of amphibians are threatened with extinction, and at least 42% of the known 

amphibian species are experiencing population losses.  According to the Department of Natural 

Resources, emerging infectious viral diseases are one of the most important factors contributing 

to these population declines.  Ranavirus is one such disease, affecting amphibians and reptiles with 

rapid onset and mortality.  Ranavirus has been confirmed in Maryland in a variety of species, 

including the Eastern box turtle, wood frog, spotted salamander, spring peeper, Cope’s grey 

treefrog, Eastern spadefoot, Northern green frog, American bullfrog, and painted turtle.  Recent 

studies show that die-offs of amphibians and reptiles due to Ranavirus are increasing in the State 

and the region.  

 

 Given the prevalence of Ranavirus and its demonstrated impacts, the department has 

determined that measures are warranted to reduce the risk of Ranavirus and other infectious 

diseases on the State’s native amphibians and reptiles.  The regulations are intended to prevent the 

transmission of Ranavirus and other infectious diseases to native amphibians and reptiles by 

preventing exposure to potentially infected animals during the course of competitions such as turtle 

derbies, turtle races, and frog-jumping contests. 
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Summary of Regulations 
 

 The regulations define “competition” and prohibit the use of native amphibians and reptiles 

in a competition, regardless of the origin of the amphibian or reptile. 

 

Legal Issues 
 

 The regulations present no legal issues of concern. 

 

Statutory Authority and Legislative Intent 
 

 The department cites §§ 4-602, 10-205, 10-2A-03, 10-901, and 10-902 of the Natural 

Resources Article as statutory authority for the regulations.  Section 10-205 grants the Secretary 

of Natural Resources with broad authority to adopt regulations to restrict or prohibit possessing, 

selling, purchasing, shipping, carrying, transporting, or exporting wildlife, with due regard given 

for the distribution, abundance, economic value, and breeding habits of wildlife.  Section 10-2A-03 

requires the Secretary to investigate the population, distribution, habitat needs, limiting factors, 

and other biological and ecological data of nongame wildlife in order to determine conservation 

measures necessary for their sustainability.  Based on these investigations, the Secretary is required 

to adopt regulations necessary to conserve nongame wildlife.  Section 10-901 states that it is in the 

public interest of the State to conserve, preserve, and condition wildlife native to the State by 

strictly regulating the possession, importation, breeding, raising, protection, trapping, capture, 

purchase, or sale of certain wildlife.  Lastly, § 10-902 requires a person to obtain a permit or license 

if the person wants to possess, import, export, breed, raise, protect, trap, capture, purchase, or sell 

any wildlife native to the State. 

 

 The remaining cited authority is not relevant to the regulations. 

 

 The relevant cited authority is correct and complete.  The regulations comply with the 

legislative intent of the law. 

 

 

Fiscal Analysis  
 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Fiscal Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulations have no impact on State or local governments.  

The Department of Legislative Services generally concurs.  While penalties may be imposed for 

any future violations of the prohibition against the use of native reptile and amphibian species in 

competitions, any resulting fiscal impact is not expected to be material. 
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Impact on Budget 
 

 There is no impact on the State operating or capital budget. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Small Business Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulations have minimal or no economic impact on small 

businesses in the State.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs. 

 

 

Contact Information 
 

Legal Analysis:  Crystal L. Lemieux – (410) 946/(301) 970-5350 

Fiscal Analysis:  Scott D. Kennedy – (410) 946/(301) 970-5510 




