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 DLS Control No. 16-079 

Overview and Legal and Fiscal Impact 
 

 The regulation decreases the original application fee and renewal fee for notaries public 

from $20 to $9.   
 

 The regulation presents no legal issues of concern.   
 

 General fund revenues decrease by approximately $225,100 annually due to the reduction 

in the notary public appointment processing fee from $20 to $9.   
 

 

Regulation of COMAR Affected 
 

Executive Department: 

Secretary of State:  Notary Public Fees:  COMAR 01.02.08.04 
 

 

Legal Analysis  
 

Background  
 

 On September 15, 2015, Governor Larry Hogan announced a plan to reduce or eliminate a 

number of fees across State government.  Governor Hogan announced a second round of fee 

reductions or eliminations on May 12, 2016.  This regulation is part of the second round of 

reductions or eliminations.  Additional information regarding Governor Hogan’s fee reduction 

initiative may be found here. 
 

Summary of Regulation 
 

 The regulation decreases the original application fee and renewal fee for notaries public 

from $20 to $9.   
 

Legal Issues 
 

 The regulation presents no legal issues of concern.   
 

Statutory Authority and Legislative Intent 
 

 The Secretary of State cites §§ 18-103 and 18-112 of the State Government Article as 

statutory authority for the regulation.  Section 18-103 specifies the process for individuals to apply 

to the Secretary of State for appointment as a notary public.  More specifically, § 18-103(e)(5) 

authorizes the Secretary of State to fix reasonable fees for the processing of applications and the 
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issuance and renewal of notarial commissions.  Section 18-112 requires the Secretary to adopt 

regulations to establish fees. 
 

 This authority is correct and complete.  The regulation complies with the legislative intent 

of the law.  
 

 

Fiscal Analysis  
 

General fund revenues decrease by approximately $225,100 annually due to the reduction 

in the notary public appointment processing fee from $20 to $9.   
 

Agency Estimate of Projected Fiscal Impact 
 

The Office of the Secretary of State advises that the regulation decreases general fund 

revenues by an estimated $221,550 annually due to the decrease in the notary public appointment 

processing fee from $20 to $9.  This estimate is based on the number of original and renewal 

appointments in fiscal 2015 (20,141) and reflects the $11 reduction in the fee.  The Department of 

Legislative Services generally concurs; based on the average total original and renewal 

appointments from fiscal 2011 to 2015 (20,461), the Department of Legislative Services estimates 

that general fund revenues decrease by an estimated $225,100 annually. 
 

Impact on Budget 
 

General fund revenues decrease by approximately $225,100 annually.  Thus, there is no 

material impact on the State operating or capital budget.   
 

Agency Estimate of Projected Small Business Impact 
 

The Office of the Secretary of State advises that the regulation has minimal or no economic 

impact on small businesses in the State.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs.  While 

notaries public benefit from the regulation, the savings for each new and renewing notary public 

is only $11. 
 

Additional Comments  
 

The notary public appointment processing fee was last altered in 2002, when it was 

increased from $11 to $20.  The Office of the Secretary of State advises that the proposed fee 

reduction is not anticipated to result in any service or program reductions. 
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