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Title 08

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Subtitle 02 FISHERIES SERVICE
08.02.01 General
Authority: Natural Resources Article, §4-215, Annotated Code of Maryland

Notice of Proposed Action

[]

The Secretary of Natural Resources proposes to amend Regulation .01 under COMAR
08.02.01 General.
Statement of Purpose

The purpose of this action is to add Amendment 1 to the Chesapeake Bay American Eel
Fishery Management Plan and incorporate the amendment by reference.

The action amends the 1991 Chesapeake Bay American Eel Fishery Management Plan
(FMP) to include a provision that recognizes the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission’s (ASMFC) management measures and ensures flexibility when regulatory
requirements change. Amendment 1 includes a provision for the adoption of current and
future management requirements established by ASMFC, an update of the current status
of the eel resource, and a framework for managing and monitoring the eel fishery. The
Fisheries Service’s Plan Review Team reviewed the plan in 2014 and recommended that
the 1991 American Eel FMP be amended to include a provision that recognizes ASMFC
and ensures management flexibility when regulatory requirements change.

Comparison to Federal Standards
There is no corresponding federal standard to this proposed action.

Estimate of Economic Impact
The proposed action has no economic impact.

Economic Impact on Small Businesses

The proposed action has minimal or no economic impact on small businesses.
Impact on Individuals with Disabilities

The proposed action has no impact on individuals with disabilities.

Opportunity for Public Comment



Comments may be sent to American Eel Fishery Management Plan Amendment,
Regulatory Staff, Department of Natural Resources, Fisheries Service, 580 Taylor Ave.,
B-2, Annapolis, MD 21401, or call 410-260-8300, or email to
fisheriespubliccomment.dnr@maryland.gov, or fax to 410-260-8310. Comments will be
accepted through July 25, 2016. A public hearing has not been scheduled.

Economic Impact Statement Part C

A. Fiscal Year in which regulations will become effective: FY 2017

B. Does the budget for the fiscal year in which regulations become effective contain
funds to implement the regulations?

No

C. If 'yes', state whether general, special (exact name), or federal funds will be used:

D. If 'no', identify the source(s) of funds necessary for implementation of these
regulations:

No funds are necessary to implement the proposed action.

E. If these regulations have no economic impact under Part A, indicate reason briefly:
The action amends the current fishery management plan for American Eel. Regulations
written under the amendment may have an economic impact but the amendment itself
does not change any rules or impose any economic impacts.

F. If these regulations have minimal or no economic impact on small businesses under
Part B, indicate the reason and attach small business worksheet.

See part E above.

G. Small Business Worksheet:

Attached Document:

.01 Fishery Management Plans.
A. The following Chesapeake Bay Program Agreement Commitment Reports (Fishery Management Plans) are
adopted and incorporated by reference:
(1)—(8) (text unchanged)
(9) Chesapeake Bay American Eel Fishery Management Plan (December 1991) and Amendment 1 to the 1991
Chesapeake Bay American Eel Fishery Management Plan;
(10)—(15) (text unchanged)
B.—C. (text unchanged)

MARK J. BELTON
Secretary of Natural Resources

Incorporation by Reference
APPROVAL FORM



Date: April 26, 2016
COMAR: 08.02.01.01

Tamara O’Connell

Maryland Department of Natural Resources
Fisheries Service

580 Taylor Avenue, B-2

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Tammy:

The document entitled “Amendment 1 to the 1991 Chesapeake Bay
American Eel Fishery Management Plan” is approved for incorporation by
reference.

Please note the following special instructions: Place in Acco-Press binder
and affix standard COMAR label.

Attach a copy of this approval form when submitting an emergency or
proposed regulation to the AELR Committee and when submitting a proposed
regulation to DSD for publication in the Maryland Register. If submitting through
ELF, include as part of the attachment.

Any future changes to the incorporated documents do not automatically
become part of the regulation. If there are subsequent changes to the
incorporated documents, and the agency wishes those changes to become a
part of its regulations, the agency must amend the regulation incorporating the
documents.

Please call us if you have any questions.
Sincerely,

Gail S. Klakring
Senior Editor





