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Overview and Legal and Fiscal Impact 
 

 The regulation reduces certain fees collected by the Department of Health and Mental 

Hygiene for certain copies, reports, and amendments related to birth and death certificates and 

reduces a certain transfer required to be made by local health departments to the General Fund. 

 

 The regulation presents no legal issues of concern. 

 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies beyond that already assumed in the 

fiscal and policy note for House Bill 459 of 2016. 

 

 

Regulation of COMAR Affected 
 

Department of Health and Mental Hygiene: 

Health Statistics:  Vital Records:  COMAR 10.03.01.08 

 

 

Legal Analysis  
 

Background 
 

 On September 15, 2015, Governor Larry Hogan announced a plan to reduce or eliminate a 

number of fees across State government.  Governor Hogan announced a second round of fee 

reductions or eliminations on May 12, 2016.  This regulation is part of the second round of 

reductions or eliminations.  Additional information regarding Governor Hogan’s fee reduction 

initiative may be found here. 

 

Summary of Regulation 
 

 The regulation reduces, from $24 to $10, the fee that is collected when the department 

(1) issues a certified of abridged copy of a birth certificate or the first copy of a death certificate 

issued in a single transaction; (2)  issues a report that a search of the birth or death certificate files 

was made and a requested record is not on file; or (3) makes an amendment to a birth or death 

certificate pursuant to a request made more than one year after the certificate was registered with 

the department.  The regulation also reduces, from $20 to $10, the transfer that a local health 

department is required to make to the General Fund when collecting fees for providing certain 

certificates and reports.   

 

http://governor.maryland.gov/2016/05/12/governor-larry-hogan-announces-additional-60-million-in-fee-cuts/
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Legal Issues 
 

 The regulation presents no legal issues of concern. 

 

Statutory Authority and Legislative Intent 
 

 The department cites § 4-217(c) of the Health – General Article and Chapter 316 of 2016 

as statutory authority for the regulation.  Chapter 316 of 2016 amends § 4-217(c) of the 

Health - General Article by (1) reducing, from $24 to $10, the fee collected by the department, for 

certain copies, reports, and amendments related to birth and death certificates; and (2) reducing, 

from $20 to $10, the transfer required to be made by local health departments to the General Fund.   

 

 This authority is correct and complete.  The regulation complies with the legislative intent 

of the law. 

 

 

Fiscal Analysis  
 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies beyond that already assumed in the 

fiscal and policy note for House Bill 459 of 2016. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Fiscal Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulation results in a $3.6 million reduction in general 

fund revenues as well as minimal reductions in expenditures by various State and local government 

agencies for copies of birth and death certificates.  The Department of Legislative Services 

disagrees as the regulation implements provisions of House Bill 459 of 2016 (enacted as 

Chapter 316), which reduced specified vital records fees.  Thus, any fiscal impact has already been 

accounted for in the fiscal and policy note for House Bill 459.  While the analysis for that 

legislation is consistent with the estimate provided by the department for this regulation, the fiscal 

and policy note also reflects a $1.2 million reduction in Medicaid expenditures.    

 

 Additionally, the department advises that the regulation also reflects changes enacted 

through Chapter 2 of the 2012 first special session, which had not been previously incorporated 

into regulations, but have been implemented in practice.  Therefore, the regulation makes 

conforming changes to reflect existing law and current practice.   

 

Impact on Budget 
 

 There is no impact on the State operating or capital budget beyond that already assumed in 

the fiscal and policy note for House Bill 459 of 2016. 
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Agency Estimate of Projected Small Business Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulation has minimal or no economic impact on small 

businesses in the State.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs as individuals and 

agencies are the primary beneficiaries of the minimal fee reduction. 

 

 

Contact Information 
 

Legal Analysis:  Erin R. Hopwood – (410) 946/(301) 970-5350 
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