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 DLS Control No. 16-125 

Overview and Legal and Fiscal Impact 
 

 The regulation requires a physician assistant who has filed a delegation agreement with the 

State Board of Physicians for approval to perform the advanced duty of nonfluoroscopic X-ray 

procedures using a mini C-arm or similar low-level radiation machine, to present the board with 

evidence of completion of a specified course on those procedures. 

 

 The regulation presents no legal issues of concern. 

 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

 

Regulation of COMAR Affected 
 

Department of Health and Mental Hygiene: 

Board of Physicians:  Delegation of Duties by a Licensed Physician-Physician Assistant: 

COMAR 10.32.03.05 

 

 

Legal Analysis  
 

Summary of Regulation 
 

 The regulation requires a physician assistant who has filed a delegation agreement with the 

board for approval to perform the advanced duty of nonfluoroscopic X-ray procedures using a 

mini C-arm or similar low-level radiation machine, to present the board with evidence of 

completion of a course on those procedures.  The required course must include (1) didactic 

instruction of at least eight hours on specified subject matters and (2) clinical instruction, which 

shall include anterior-posterior and lateral radiographic studies of extremities, not including the 

head, on at least 20 separate patients and be under the direct supervision of the delegating physician 

or radiologist. 

 

Legal Issues 
 

 The regulation presents no legal issues of concern. 

 



2 DLS Control No. 16-125 

Statutory Authority and Legislative Intent 
 

 The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene cites §§ 15-301 through 15-502 of the 

Health Occupations Article as statutory authority for the regulation.  More specifically, the 

regulation is authorized by §15-301(b) and (c)(2)(ii).  Section 15-301(b) provides that a license 

issued to a physician assistant shall limit the physician assistant’s scope of practice to medical acts 

delegated by the supervising physician, appropriate to the education, training, and experience of 

the physician assistant, customary to the practice of the supervising physician, and consistent with 

the delegation agreement filed with the board.  Section 15-301(c)(2)(ii) provides that before a 

physician assistant may perform certain X-ray duties in the medical office of the physician 

delegating the duties, a primary supervising physician shall obtain the board’s approval of a 

delegation agreement that includes advanced duties that are limited to nonfluoroscopic X-ray 

procedures of the extremities, anterior-posterior and lateral, not including the head.  The remaining 

cited authority is not relevant to this regulation.   

 

The relevant cited authority is correct and complete.  The regulation complies with the 

legislative intent of the law. 

 

 

Fiscal Analysis  
 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Fiscal Impact 
 

 The regulation establishes the course requirement for a physician assistant who has filed a 

delegation agreement for approval to perform the advanced duty of nonfluoroscopic X-ray 

procedures using a mini C-arm or similar low-level radiation machine.  Chapter 359 of 2013 

authorized a physician assistant who has completed a specified course to perform this duty.  The 

regulation implements Chapter 359.  The department advises that there is no fiscal impact.  The 

Department of Legislative Services concurs. 

 

Impact on Budget 
 

 There is no impact on the State operating or capital budget. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Small Business Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulation has minimal or no economic impact on small 

businesses in the State.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs. 
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