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 DLS Control No. 16-126 

Overview and Legal and Fiscal Impact 
 

 The regulations update the requirements for base stations to reflect current standards and 

practices of the Maryland Emergency Medical Services Plan. 

 

 The regulations present no legal issues of concern. 

 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

Regulations of COMAR Affected 
 

Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems: 

EMS Operational Programs:  Base Stations:  COMAR 30.03.06.01-.09 

 

 

Legal Analysis  
 

Background 
 

 The Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS) adopted the 

current regulations for base stations in 1999 and made minimal amendments in 2002 and 2005.  A 

base station is a unit that is designated by MIEMSS to operate 24 hours a day and provide specified 

communications equipment necessary for communications with ambulances and MIEMSS.  

MIEMSS conducts base station site surveys for base station approval and renewal and has 

determined that specification is needed for the current regulations.  MIEMSS worked with base 

station medical directors and base station coordinators to draft the regulations and allowed the 

opportunity for comment from interested parties.  The State Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 

Board and the Statewide Emergency Medical Services Advisory Council have approved the 

regulations.   

 

Summary of Regulations 
 

 The regulations update the requirements for base stations to reflect current standards and 

practices of the Maryland Emergency Medical Services Plan.  Specifically, the regulations: 

 

 define terms and specify communication equipment and reporting requirements; 

 

 require base station medical directors to be authorized to provide online medical direction 

and base station coordinators to be authorized to participate in online medical direction; 
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expand professionals authorized to participate in online medical direction to physician 

assistants, nurse practitioners and specified physician residents or fellows; and require 

individuals authorized to provide or participate in online medical direction to pass a 

MIEMSS-approved base station course with a minimum score of 80% and complete a 

Maryland Medical Protocols for Emergency Medical Services Providers update by July 1 

of each year; 

 

 specify which professionals can directly give or relay online medical direction and require 

a base station medical director and base station coordinator to participate in and attend a 

combined minimum of 50% of MIEMSS Regional Council Meetings for the region where 

the base station is located; 

 

 specify requirements for reporting and participation in quality improvement activities for 

specified hospitals, free standing emergency centers, base station directors, and base station 

coordinators; 

 

 establish a process for provisional approval of a base station; and 

 

 require out-of-state trauma and specialty consultation centers that enter specified 

agreements with MIEMSS to have equipment necessary for a dual consult with a Maryland 

base station and require physicians not authorized to practice in Maryland to have a dual 

consult with a base station in Maryland.  

 

Legal Issues 
 

 The regulations present no legal issues of concern. 

 

Statutory Authority and Legislative Intent 
 

 MIEMSS cites §§ 13-509, 13-510, and 13-516 of the Education Article as statutory 

authority for the regulations.  Section 13-509 requires the EMS Board, which governs MIEMSS, 

to adopt regulations to implement the Emergency Medical System plan and specifies requirements 

for the plan.  Section 13-510 establishes the responsibilities of the Executive Director of the EMS 

Board including coordination of a statewide system of emergency medical services.  

Section 13-516 establishes requirements for emergency medical services providers.  Although not 

cited by MIEMSS, § 13-508 of the Education Article authorizes the EMS Board to adopt 

regulations to carry out the provision of Subtitle 5, Title 13 of the Education Article.  

 

 With the addition of § 13-508, this authority is correct and complete.  The regulations 

comply with the legislative intent of the law. 

 

 

Fiscal Analysis  
 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 
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Agency Estimate of Projected Fiscal Impact 
 

 The regulations clarify requirements for emergency medical services base stations (units 

of hospitals that provide communications equipment, medical direction, etc.).  The Maryland 

Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS) advises that the regulations have 

no impact on State or local governments.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs. 

 

Impact on Budget 
 

 There is no impact on the State operating or capital budget. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Small Business Impact 
 

 MIEMSS advises that, as the regulations impact hospitals only, there is no economic 

impact on small businesses in the State.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs. 

 

 

Contact Information 
 

Legal Analysis:  Lisa J. Simpson – (410) 946/(301) 970-5350 
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