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Overview and Legal and Fiscal Impact

This regulation amends the content standards for the State’s social studies instructional
programs provided by local school systems for prekindergarten through grade 12.

The regulation presents no legal issues of concern.

There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies.

Regulation of COMAR Affected

State Board of Education:
Specific Subjects: Program in Social Studies: COMAR 13A.04.08.01

Legal Analysis

Summary of Regulation

The regulation substitutes broader statements for the existing enumerated lists of concepts
that describe the core social studies standards for Social Studies Processes and Skills, Civics,
Peoples of the Nation and the World, Geography, Economics, and History. Each broad statement
generally describes the areas and manner of student inquiry for the standard.

According to the State Department of Education, the updated broad statements will guide
the more specific wording of the indicators and objectives in the State Frameworks and local
curricula. Other provisions in the existing regulation, including requirements relating to curriculum
documents and student participation, are unchanged.

Legal Issues
The regulation presents no legal issues of concern.
Statutory Authority and Legislative Intent

The department cites § 2-205(h) of the Education Article as statutory authority for this
regulation. Section 2-205(h) requires the State Board of Education, with the advice of the State
Superintendent of Schools, to establish basic policy and guidelines for the program of instruction
in public schools.
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Although not cited by the department, § 2-205(c) of the Education Article requires the
State board to adopt bylaws, rules, and regulations for the administration of the public schools.

With the addition of 8 2-205(c), this authority is correct and complete. The regulation
complies with the legislative intent of the law.

Technical Corrections and Special Notes

In response to a suggestion from the Department of Legislative Services, staff for the
State board has agreed to add § 2-205(c) of the Education Article to the cited statutory authority
for the regulation.

Fiscal Analysis

There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies.

Agency Estimate of Projected Fiscal Impact

The department advises that the regulation has no fiscal impact; however, local school
systems may need to revise curricular resources to align with the regulation. The regulation
broadens statements and removes the delineation of concepts within the social studies standards.
The department advises that more specific wording of the indicators and objects is provided in the
State Frameworks and local curricula.

Under the current regulation, each local superintendent must certify to the
State Superintendent that its social studies program is in compliance with the regulation every five
years beginning September 1, 2005; the next certification deadline is September 2020. Local
school systems regularly revise their curricula to align with the new standards and requirements of
the regulation. Thus, the Department of Legislative Services advises that any fiscal impact can be
handled with existing resources.

Impact on Budget
There is no impact on the State operating or capital budget.
Agency Estimate of Projected Small Business Impact

The department advises that the regulation has minimal or no economic impact on small
businesses in the State. The Department of Legislative Services concurs.
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