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Overview and Legal and Fiscal Impact 
 

 These regulations alter the definition of “chronic offender,” as the definition relates to the 

effect of traffic control device violations on registration, to conform to Chapters 39 and 40 of 2020. 

The regulations also repeal obsolete cross-references and make a grammatical correction. 

  

The regulations present no legal issues of concern.  

 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

 

Regulations of COMAR Affected 
 

Department of Transportation: 

Motor Vehicle Administration — Vehicle Registration:   

Effect of Parking and Traffic Control Device Violations on Vehicle Registrations:  

COMAR 11.15.21.01-.02 

 

 

 

Legal Analysis  
 

Background  
 

 Chapters 39 and 40 (House Bill 46/ Senate Bill 177) of 2020 repealed the authority of the 

Motor Vehicle Administration to suspend the registration of a motor vehicle if the owner 

(or driver) of the vehicle fails to pay the penalty assessed for a violation recorded by a traffic 

control signal monitoring system (red light camera) or a speed monitoring system (speed camera). 

However, the administration may refuse to register or reregister a motor vehicle cited for these 

violations.  

 

Red Light Cameras 

 

 Unless the driver of a motor vehicle receives a citation from a police officer at the time of 

the violation, the owner or driver of a vehicle recorded by a red light monitoring system entering 

an intersection against a red signal in violation of the Maryland Vehicle Law is subject to a civil 

penalty of up to $100. Red light camera enforcement applies to a violation of specified Maryland 

Vehicle Law requirements applicable to a vehicle approaching a steady circular red signal or 

arrow, including (1) stopping at a clearly marked stop line, or crosswalk if there is no stop line, or 
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intersection if there is no crosswalk and (2) remaining stopped until a signal allows the vehicle to 

proceed. 

 

 A driver is specifically authorized under the Maryland Vehicle Law to cautiously enter an 

intersection to make a right turn (or left turn from a one-way street to another one-way street) after 

stopping at a steady red light, unless a sign otherwise prohibits the turn. 

 

Speed Cameras 

 

 Unless the driver of a motor vehicle received a citation from a police officer at the time of 

the violation, the owner or driver of the vehicle is subject to a civil penalty if the vehicle is recorded 

speeding at least 12 miles per hour above the posted speed limit by a speed monitoring system in 

violation of specified speed restrictions in the Maryland Vehicle Law. The maximum fine for a 

citation issued by a speed monitoring system operator is $40. However, a local law enforcement 

or other designated agency operating the speed monitoring system may mail a warning notice 

instead of a citation. 

 

Chronic Offenders 

 

 Current regulations define a “chronic offender” as the owner of a vehicle that has 

accumulated $1,000 or more in fines and penalties, per vehicle, as the result of parking and traffic 

control device violations within a jurisdiction. The administration is required to suspend the 

registration of a vehicle owner who is a chronic offender.   

 

Summary of Regulations 
 

 The regulations repeal the reference to traffic control device violations from the definition 

of “chronic offender.” This change conforms regulations with the portion of Chapters 39 and 40 

of 2020 that repeals the administration’s authority to suspend a vehicle registration due to the 

failure to pay a penalty assessed for a violation recorded by a traffic control signal monitoring 

system (red light camera). The regulations also repeal an obsolete reference to cited statutory 

authority, and make a grammatical correction. 

 

Legal Issues 
 

 The regulations present no legal issues of concern.  

 

Statutory Authority and Legislative Intent 
 

 The administration cites §§ 12-104(b), 21-202.1, 21-809, and 26-305 of the Transportation 

Article as statutory authority for the regulation. More specifically, § 12-104(b) gives the 

administration broad authority to adopt rules and regulations to carry out provisions of the 

Maryland Vehicle Law, and the provisions of any other law that are within the administration’s 

jurisdiction to administer and enforce. Section 21-202.1 provides for the issuance and payment of 

civil citations for violations involving traffic control monitoring systems, and authorizes the 

administration to refuse to register, or reregister the motor vehicle if a civil penalty is not paid. 
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Section 26-305 authorizes the administration to adopt rules and regulations to define 

“chronic offender” and develop procedures to carry out the suspension of registrations.  

 

 Section 21-809 provides for the issuance and payment of civil citations for violations 

involving speed monitoring systems. Because the definition affected by the regulations does not 

relate to violations involving speed monitoring systems, this section is not relevant to the 

administration’s statutory authority to adopt these regulations.   

 

 The relevant cited authority is correct and complete. The regulations comply with the 

legislative intent of the law. 

 

 Technical Corrections and Special Notes 
 

As mentioned above, the regulations repeal an obsolete reference to § 27-110 of the 

Transportation Article. However, while § 27-110 was repealed by Chapter 55 of 2017, its 

provisions were recodified under § 21-1414 of the Transportation Article. The regulations as 

drafted do not update the reference to § 21-1414. The Department of Legislative Services has 

contacted staff for the administration alerting them to this issue.  

 

Fiscal Analysis  
 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Fiscal Impact 
 

 The administration advises that the regulations have no impact on State or local 

governments. The Department of Legislative Services concurs. The regulations implement 

Chapters 39 and 40 of 2020 (House Bill 46 and Senate Bill 177, respectively), which repeal the 

authority of the Motor Vehicle Administration to suspend the registration of a motor vehicle if the 

owner (or driver) of the vehicle fails to pay the penalty assessed for a violation recorded by a traffic 

control signal monitoring system (red light camera) or a speed monitoring system (speed camera). 

The regulations should not result in any additional impacts not already accounted for in the fiscal 

and policy notes for House Bill 46 and Senate Bill 177. The fiscal and policy notes for those bills 

indicated that Transportation Trust Fund revenues are likely not materially affected, assuming the 

existing authority would otherwise continue to be used on a very limited basis. With regard to local 

governments, the fiscal and policy notes for the bills assumed that, to the extent the threat of 

suspension has encouraged compliance, receipt of local revenues may be delayed by up to two 

years (until registration renewal). 

 

Impact on Budget 
 

 There is no impact on the State operating or capital budget. 
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Agency Estimate of Projected Small Business Impact 
 

 The administration advises that the regulations have minimal or no economic impact on 

small businesses in the State. The Department of Legislative Services concurs. 

 

 

Contact Information 
 

Legal Analysis:  Jameson D. Lancaster – (410) 946/(301) 970-5350 

Fiscal Analysis:  Eric F. Pierce – (410) 946/(301) 970-5510 

 




