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 DLS Control No. 15-426 

Overview and Legal and Fiscal Impact 
  

 This regulation amends the Commission on Criminal Sentencing Policy’s Sentencing 

Matrix for Drug Offenses.  

 

 The regulation presents no legal issues of concern. 

 

 There is no material fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

 

Regulation of COMAR Affected 
 

Independent Agencies: 

Commission on Criminal Sentencing Policy:  General Regulations:  COMAR 14.22.01.11 

 

 

Legal Analysis  
 

Background 
 

 Chapter 648 of 1999 established the Commission on Criminal Sentencing Policy to support 

fair and proportional sentencing policy, increase equity in criminal sentencing practice, and 

promote increased visibility and aid public understanding of the sentencing process.  The 

commission is responsible for oversight of the State’s voluntary sentencing guidelines, collecting 

sentencing guidelines worksheets, maintaining the sentencing guidelines database, monitoring 

circuit court sentencing practice, adopting changes to the guidelines consistent with legislative 

intent when necessary, and providing training and orientation to criminal justice practitioners who 

apply the sentencing guidelines. 

 

Summary of Regulation 
 

 This regulation amends the Commission on Criminal Sentencing Policy’s Sentencing 

Matrix for Drug Offenses.  More specifically, it reduces the recommended sentences for offense 

serious categories V and IV, regardless of offender score.  The commission advises that the update 

to the matrix is being made following analysis of data on sentencing trends for all individuals 

sentenced under the guidelines. 
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Legal Issues 
 

 The regulation presents no legal issues of concern. 

 

Statutory Authority and Legislative Intent 
 

 The commission cites § 6-211 of the Criminal Procedure Article as statutory authority for 

the regulations.  More specifically, § 6-211(a) requires the commission to adopt as regulations 

sentencing guidelines and make changes to those guidelines. 

 

 This authority is correct and complete.  The regulation complies with the legislative intent 

of the law. 

 

 

Fiscal Analysis  
 

 There is no material fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Fiscal Impact 
 

The Maryland State Commission on Criminal Sentencing Policy advises that the regulation 

has no impact on State or local governments because it reflects current judicial sentencing 

practices.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs. 

 

Impact on Budget 
 

There is no impact on the State operating or capital budget. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Small Business Impact 
 

The commission advises that the regulation has minimal or no economic impact on small 

business in the State.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs. 
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