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 DLS Control No. 16-091 

Overview and Legal and Fiscal Impact 
 

 This regulation reduces the annual fee for a Captive Reptile and Amphibian Permit issued 

by the Department of Natural Resources. 
 

 The regulation presents no legal issues of concern. 
 

 Special fund revenues decrease minimally. 
 

 

Regulation of COMAR Affected 
 

Department of Natural Resources: 

Wildlife:  Reptile and Amphibian Possession and Permits:  COMAR 08.03.11.05 
 

 

Legal Analysis  
 

Background 
 

 On September 15, 2015, Governor Larry Hogan announced a plan to reduce or eliminate a 

number of fees across State government.  Governor Hogan announced a second round of fee 

reductions or eliminations on May 12, 2016.  This regulation is part of the second round of 

reductions or eliminations.  Additional information regarding Governor Hogan’s fee reduction 

initiative may be found here. 
 

 The department issues Captive Reptile and Amphibian Permits to protect and conserve 

reptiles and amphibians that are native to the State while maintaining the educational and economic 

benefits derived from the wildlife.  A person must have a permit in order to breed, sell, offer to 

sell, trade, or barter certain native reptiles or amphibians or to possess various species of native 

reptiles or amphibians in excess of specified limits.  In accordance with § 10-209 of the Natural 

Resources Article, any permit fees assessed under Title 10 (Wildlife) are deposited into the State 

Wildlife Management and Protection Fund. 
 

Summary of Regulation 
 

 The regulation reduces the annual fee for a Captive Reptile and Amphibian Permit from 

$25 to $10. 
 

http://governor.maryland.gov/2016/05/12/governor-larry-hogan-announces-additional-60-million-in-fee-cuts/
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Legal Issues 
 

 The regulation presents no legal issues of concern. 
 

Statutory Authority and Legislative Intent 
 

 The department cites § 10-902 of the Natural Resources Article as statutory authority for 

the regulation.  Section 10-902 requires a person to obtain a permit or license from the department 

before the person may possess, import, export, breed, raise, protect, rehabilitate, hunt, kill, trap, 

capture, purchase, or sell any wildlife native to the State.  The Secretary of Natural Resources must 

establish by regulation the types and classes of permits and licenses to be issued, the exempt 

species, the conditions of possession, and recordkeeping requirements.  The Secretary also must 

charge a reasonable fee for each permit or license. 
 

 This authority is correct and complete.  However, if the fee reductions affect the balance 

of the State Wildlife Management and Protection Fund to the extent that the department would be 

unable to carry out its responsibilities, the regulation may not reflect the legislative intent of the 

law. 
 

 

Fiscal Analysis  
 

 Special fund revenues decrease minimally. 
 

Agency Estimate of Projected Fiscal Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulation results in a slight reduction in special fund 

(Wildlife Management and Protection Fund) revenues.  The Department of Legislative Services 

concurs.  The Department of Natural Resources indicates that there are a relatively small number 

of permits issued (114) annually.  For 114 permits, the fee reduction results in a decrease in fee 

revenues of $1,710. 
 

Impact on Budget 
 

 There is no material impact on the State operating or capital budget. 
 

Agency Estimate of Projected Small Business Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulation has minimal or no economic impact on small 

businesses in the State.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs, since the regulation 

results in minimal savings for affected small businesses. 
 

 

Contact Information 
 

Legal Analysis:  Kathryn H. Selle – (410) 946/(301) 970-5350 

Fiscal Analysis:  Scott D. Kennedy – (410) 946/(301) 970-5510 

 




