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Overview and Legal and Fiscal Impact 
 

 The regulation implements Chapter 117 of 2016 governing the issuance of fisheries 

scientific collection permits by the Department of Natural Resources. 

 

 The regulation presents no legal issues of concern. 

 

 There is no material fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

 

Regulation of COMAR Affected 
 

Department of Natural Resources: 

Fisheries Service:  General:  COMAR 08.02.01.15 

 

 

Legal Analysis  
 

Background 
 

 Chapter 117 of 2016 rewrote and modified State law authorizing the department to issue 

to a properly accredited person a permit to collect fish, fish eggs, shellfish, or aquatic invertebrates 

from the wild for scientific or educational purposes.  Chapter 117 authorized the department to 

adopt regulations governing the issuance, revocation, terms, and conditions for the permit.  

Chapter 117 also repealed a $25 permit fee and instead authorized the department to establish a 

reasonable permit fee. 

 

On September 15, 2015, Governor Larry Hogan announced a plan to reduce or eliminate a 

number of fees across State government.  Governor Hogan announced a second round of fee 

reductions or eliminations on May 12, 2016.  The portion of this regulation reducing the fee for a 

scientific collection permit is part of the second round of reductions or eliminations.  Additional 

information regarding Governor Hogan’s fee reduction initiative may be found here. 

 

Summary of Regulation 
 

 The regulation requires a person to obtain a scientific collection permit before collecting 

fish, fish eggs, shellfish, or aquatic invertebrates from the wild for scientific or educational 

purposes.  The person must submit an application for a permit at least 45 days before the collection 

activity is to begin and must submit a reduced $10 permit fee with the application.  A permit holder 

http://governor.maryland.gov/2016/05/12/governor-larry-hogan-announces-additional-60-million-in-fee-cuts/
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is required to comply with the terms and conditions of the permit and report to the department as 

described in the permit.  The regulation also provides for the revocation or denial of a permit, 

subject to an administrative hearing.   

 

Legal Issues 
 

 The regulation presents no legal issues of concern. 

 

Statutory Authority and Legislative Intent 
 

 The department cites § 4-212 of the Natural Resources Article as statutory authority for the 

regulation.  That provision of law, as amended by Chapter 117 of 2016, authorizes the department 

to issue scientific collection permits for fisheries under the above-described parameters. 

 

 This authority is correct and complete.  However, if the fee reductions affect the balance 

of the Fisheries Management and Protection Fund, to the extent that the department would be 

unable to carry out its responsibilities, the regulation may not reflect the legislative intent of the 

law. 

 

 

Fiscal Analysis 
 

 There is no material fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Fiscal Impact 
 

 The department indicates that the regulation results in a minimal decrease in permit fee 

revenues of $585 annually to the Fisheries Management and Protection Fund (which reflects not 

only the reduced fee but also an assumption that certain permits which had been issued free of 

charge will now be subject to the fee).  The Department of Legislative Services concurs that the 

decrease is minimal, based on the relatively few such permits/certificates that have been issued 

annually.  Also, the change in the scientific collection permit fee is a result of Chapter 117 of 2016 

(House Bill 766), which repealed the $25 permit fee established in statute and gave the department 

the authority to establish a reasonable fee by regulation.  The fiscal and policy note for 

House Bill 766 indicated that the elimination of the statutory fee, to be replaced by a fee set in 

regulation, would not materially affect State finances.   

 

Impact on Budget 
 

 There is no material impact on the State operating or capital budget. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Small Business Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulation has minimal or no economic impact on small 

businesses in the State.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs.  The regulation 
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implements Chapter 117 of 2016 by reducing the scientific collection permit fee; the savings to 

each permittee is $15 annually. 

 

 

Contact Information 
 

Legal Analysis:  Patrick T. Tracy – (410) 946/(301) 970-5350 

Fiscal Analysis:  Scott D. Kennedy – (410) 946/(301) 970-5510 




