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 DLS Control No. 16-133 

Overview and Legal and Fiscal Impact 
 

 The regulations (1) remove requirements regarding the reinstatement of a registration of a 

psychiatrist’s assistant; (2) require a psychiatrist’s assistant to notify the State Board of Physicians 

in writing of a change in the psychiatrist’s assistant’s name or address within 60 days after the 

change; and (3) provide that the approval of duties and supervision of a psychiatrist assistant 

becomes invalid when the registration expires.. 

 

 The regulations present no legal issues of concern. 

 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

 

Regulations of COMAR Affected 
 

Department of Health and Mental Hygiene: 

Board of Physicians:  Delegation of Duties by a Licensed Physician-Psychiatrist to a 

Psychiatrist's Assistant: COMAR 10.32.04.01 and .05 

 

 

Legal Analysis  
 

Background 
 

 An individual while under the supervision of a licensed physician who has specialty 

training in psychiatry, and whose specialty training in psychiatry has been approved by the board, 

is not required to be licensed by the board if the individual submitted an application to the board 

on or before October 1, 1993, and meets certain educational and training requirements. 

 

Summary of Regulations 
 

 The regulations (1) remove requirements regarding the reinstatement of a registration of a 

psychiatrist’s assistant; (2) require a psychiatrist’s assistant to notify the board in writing of a 

change in the psychiatrist’s assistant’s name or address within 60 days after the change; and 

(3) provide that the approval of duties and supervision of a psychiatrist assistant becomes invalid 

when the registration expires. 

 



2 DLS Control No. 16-133 

Legal Issues 
 

 The regulations present no legal issues of concern. 

 

Statutory Authority and Legislative Intent 
 

The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene cites §§ 14-205. 14-302, and 14-306 of the 

Health Occupations Article as statutory authority for the regulations.  More specifically, 

§ 14-205(a)(2) requires the board to adopt regulations to carry out the provisions of the Maryland 

Medical Practice Act.  Section 14-302(5) exempts from the licensing requirement individuals 

while under the supervision of a licensed physician who has specialty training in psychiatry, and 

whose specialty training has been approved by the board, if the individual submitted an application 

to the board on or before October 1, 1993, and meets certain educational and training requirements.  

Finally, § 14-306 authorizes, to the extent permitted by the regulations of the board, an individual 

to whom duties are delegated by a licensed physician to perform those duties without a license as 

provided in the section.  The remaining cited authority is not relevant to these regulations.   

 

The relevant cited authority is correct and complete.  The regulations comply with the 

legislative intent of the law. 

 

 

Fiscal Analysis  
 

 There is no fiscal impact on State or local agencies. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Fiscal Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulations make clarifying and procedural changes for 

currently registered psychiatric assistants, and that the State Board of Physicians no longer 

registers new psychiatric assistants; therefore, there is no fiscal impact.  The Department of 

Legislative Services concurs. 

 

Impact on Budget 
 

 There is no impact on the State operating or capital budget. 

 

Agency Estimate of Projected Small Business Impact 
 

 The department advises that the regulations have minimal or no economic impact on small 

businesses in the State.  The Department of Legislative Services concurs. 
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