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CHAPTER __

AN ACT concerning

Primary and Secondary Education — Breakfast and Lunch Programs — Universal
Expansion Report
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portion of the cost ol + s—eertain-breakisst-orluneh requiring the State Department of
Education, on or before a certain date, to report to the General Assembly on a cost
estimate for providing free breakfast and lunch to all students in public schools; and
generally relating to a report on the expansion of breakfast and lunch meals to all

students in partierpating public schools.

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by
amendment.
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
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(@  On or before December 1, 2024, the State Department of Education shall

report to the General Assembly, in accordance with § 2—1257 of the State Government
Article, on the cost to provide free breakfast and lunch to all students in public schools in
the State.

() In determining the cost estimate for the report required under subsection (a)
of this section, the Department shall consider:

(1)  for each county, the current rate of providing free breakfast and lunch
through programs including:

1) Maryland Meals for Achievement; and

(1) participation in the United States Department of Agriculture
Community Eligibility Program:; and

(2) for each county, including data disaggregated by elementary, middle,
and high school, and by breakfast and lunch:

()] the participation rates in the school meals program;

(11) the student cost for meals:

(111) subsidies provided to students to assist in the cost of meals;

(1v)  school attendance rates:

(v)  the staffing costs of providing meals on a per pupil basis; and

(vi) the thresholds for participation in the Community Eligibility

Provisions.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect July
1, 2024. It shall remain effective for a period of 1 year and, at the end of June 30, 2025, this
Act, with no further action required by the General Assembly, shall be abrogated and of no
further force and effect.






