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A BILL ENTITLED
1 AN ACT concerning
2 Alcoholic Beverages Offenses - Minors - Purchase or Attempted Purchase

3 FOR the purpose of prohibiting a person who is under a certain age frompurchasing or
attempting to purchase an al coholic beverage; providing that a person who is under
a certain age who violates this Act is subject to the procedures anddi spositions of
the juvenile court; providing that a person who is at | east a certain age who violates
this Act is guilty of acivil Code violation under certain provisions of law; and
generaly reating to the purchase or attempted purchase of acoholic beverages by
minors.
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10 BY addingto

11 Article 27 - Crimes and Punishments

12 Section 400B

13 Annotated Code of Maryland

14 (1992 Replacement Volume and 1995 Supplement)

15 BY repeding and reenacting, without amendments,

16 Article 27 - Crimes and Punishments

17 Section 402(a) and (b) and 403(a), (b), (f), and (g)

18 Annotated Code of Maryland

19 (1992 Replacement Volume and 1995 Supplement)

20 SECTION 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF

21 MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

22 Article 27 - Crimes and Punishments
23 400B.
24 A PERSON WHO IS UNDER THE AGE OF 21 YEARS MAY NOT PURCHASE OR

25 ATTEMPT TO PURCHASE AN ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE.
26 402.

27 (a) Any person under the age of 18 years who violates the provisionsof this
28 subheading shall be issued a citation by a police officer authorized tomake arrests and
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1 shal be subject to the procedures and dispositions provided in Subtitle 8 of Title 3 of the
2 Courtsand Judicia Proceedings Article.

3 (b) Any person 18 years old or older who violaesthe provisions of this
4 subheading shdl be issued a citation and be subject to the provisions of § 403 of this
5 subheading.

6 403.

7 (a) For purposes of this section, aviolation of the provisions of thissubheading is
8 deemed a Code violation and isacivil offense.

9 (b) A law enforcement officer authorized to make arrests shdl issuea citation to
10 aperson if the officer has probabl e cause to believe that a person is committing or has
11 committed a Code violation.

12 (f) (1) If apersonisfound by the District Court to have committeda Code
13 violation, that person shal berequired to pay afinein an amount notto exceed $500.

14 (2) If the violation is arepeat offense, that person shall be required to pay
15 afinein an amount not to exceed $1,000.

16 (3) (i) Inthis paragraph "driver's license" means alicense orpermit to
17 driveamotor vehiclethat isissued under thelaws of this State or any other jurisdiction.

18 (ii) This paragraph applies only to:

19 1. A person who is at least 18 but under 21 years of age; or

20 2. A minor if the minor is subject to thejurisdiction of the

21 court.

22 (i) If aperson is found guilty of a Code violation under 8 400 of this

23 subheading that involved the use of a driver's license or a document purporting to be a
24 driver'slicense, acourt shall notify the Motor Vehicle Administrationof the violation.

25 (iv) The Chief Judge of the District Court, in conjunctionwith the
26 Motor Vehicle Administrator, shall establish uniform procedures for reporting Code
27 violations described in this paragraph.

28 (4) The person shal beliable for the costs of the proceedingsin the District
29 Court.
30 (g) Adjudication of a Code violation is not a criminal conviction for any purpose,

31 nor doesit impose any of the civil disabilities ordinarily imposed by a criminal conviction.

32 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
33 October 1, 1996.





