HOUSE BILL 44

Unofficial Copy 1996 Regular Session

E2 6lr0647
(PRE-FILED)

HB 264/94 - JUD

By: Delegate M. Burns

Reguested: October 19, 1995

Introduced and read first time: January 10, 1996
Assigned to: Judiciary

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
House action: Adopted with floor amendments
Read second time: February 27, 1996

CHAPTER

1 AN ACT concerning

2 Homicide - Prosecution - " Year and a Day" Rule Abolished

3 [TAG ftpo]FOR the purpose of abolishing the common-law rule of "year and a day"; by allowing a
4 prosecution for murder or manslaughter to be ingtituted regardless of thetime

5 elapsed between the infliction-of-thefatal-njury act or omission causing the death

6 of thevictim and the death of the V|ct|m requm%gtthe&atetepreve—by&eeﬁaﬂ

8 aeedsed prowdl ng for the appllcatl on of this Act; and generally relating to the
9 prosecution of homicides.

10 BY addingto

11 Article 27 - Crimes and Punishments

12 Section 415 to be under the new subheading "Homicide - Prosecution”
13 Annotated Code of Maryland

14 (1992 Replacement Volume and 1995 Supplement)
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11 SECTION 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
12 MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

13 Article 27 - Crimes and Punishments

14 HOMICIDE - PROSECUTION

15 415.

16 {A)Y A PROSECUTION FOR MURDER OR MANSLAUGHTER, WHETHER AT

17 COMMON LAW OR UNDER ARTICLE 27, 88 407 THROUGH 411, § 387, § 388, OR § 388A,
18 MAY BE INSTITUTED REGARDLESS OF THE TIME ELAPSED BETWEEN THE

19 INFHCHON-OFFHEFATALINIURY- ACT OR OMISSION CAUSING THE DEATH OF THE
20 VICTIM AND THE DEATH OF THE VICTIM.

25 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall be construed
26 only prospectively and may not be applied or interpreted to have any effect on or
27 application to any offenses that were committed before the effective date of this Act.

28 SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
29 October 1, 1996.





