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CHAPTER

1 AN ACT concerning

2

Secondhand Precious M etal Object Dealers

3 FOR the purpose of establishing a procedure to allow alicensed dealer to change the

dealer's place of business; requiring the Secretary of Labor, Licensing, and
Regulatr on to |nform each pr| mary Iaw enforcement un|t of that change ateringthe

Heenseelr altenng the conditions under which a deaJer or Qawnbrokermust release
to the pri mary Iaw enforcement unlt certa n solen property, altering-the-conditions

Heense d anfvl ng that certain theft charqes may be heard in ajoint tnal requiring

a certain person that sells an item to a certain dealer to sign a certain statement
under the pendties of perjury; making a stylistic change; and generally relating to
secondhand precious meta object dealers and pawnbrokers.

20 BY addingto

21
22
23
24

Article - Business Regulation

Section 12-207(f) and 32-404-1 12-402
Annotated Code of Maryland

(1992 Volume and 1995 Suppl ement)

25 BY repedling and reenacting, with amendments,

26

Article - Business Regulation
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1 Section 12-212:-12-304-12-305(a)-12-401-and-12-502 and 12-401

2 Annotated Code of Maryland

3 (1992 Volume and 1995 Suppl ement)

4 SECTION 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF

5 MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

6 Article - Business Regulation
7 12-207.
8 (F) (1) A LICENSEE MAY CHANGE THE PLACE OF BUSINESS FOR WHICH A

9 LICENSE ISISSUED ONLY IF THE LICENSEE:

10 (1) FIEESWATH-THE- SECRETARY-A-WRITTEN-NOTCE OFTHE

11 PROPOSEB-CHANGE SUBMITS TO THE SECRETARY AN APPLICATION TO TRANSFER
12 THE LICENSE TO A NEW BUSINESS LOCATION ON A FORM THAT THE SECRETARY
13 PROVIDES, AND

14 (I) RECEIVES THE WRITTEN APPROVAL OF THE SECRETARY.

15 (2) WITHIN 45 DAYS AFTER THE WRITTEN NOTICE ISFILED WITH THE
16 SECRETARY, THE SECRETARY SHALL: APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE THE APPLICATION
17 AND NOTIFY THE LICENSEE OF THE APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL, IN WRITING.

18 {H-SIGN;-BATE-AND-ENDORSE THE WRITTEN-NOTCEAS

19 “APPROVED“OR-REFUSED"-AND

20 {H)-FORWARDB-A-COPY-OF THE ENDORSED-NOHCETO-THE

21 HCENSEE:

22 (3) IF THE SECRETARY APPROVES A PROPOSED CHANGE OF PLACE OF

23 BUSINESS, THE LICENSEE SHALL:

24 (I) SUBMIT TO THE SECRETARY A CURRENT LIST OF NAMES OF
25 EACH EMPLOYEE TO BEEMPLOYED AT THE NEW LOCATION; AND

26 (I1) ATTACH THE WRITTEN APPROVAL OF THE SECRETARY TO THE
27 LICENSE UNTIL AN AMENDED LICENSE ISRECEIVED BY THE LICENSEE.

28 12-212.

29 The Secretary shall inform each primary law enforcement unit of eachlicense that
30 isissued, renewed, CHANGED TO A NEW BUSINESS LOCATION, denied, suspended, or
31 revoked.

32 12-304-
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28 12-401.

29 (a) This section appliesto all fdedersand al} pawnbrokers wherever located in
30 the State FOR-EACH-BUSINESS TRANSACHON-FTHATDOESNOTHNVOLVE THE

31 ACQUISHHON-OF-A-SECONBHAND-PRECIOUS METAL-OBJECT.

32 (b) A [deder or} pawnbroker shall release to the primary law enforcement unit
33 anitem of persona property, other than a security or printed evidenceof indebtedness,
34 located at the place of business of the fdeder or} pawnbroker if:

35 (1) theitem is established to have been stolen;

36 (2) the owner of the item or victim of the theft has:
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1 { podgitively identified the item; er
5 .. ded . o
3 (3) THE OWNER OF THE ITEM OR THE AGENT OR DESIGNEE OF THE

4 OWNER HAS PROVIDED AN AFFIDAVIT OF OWNERSHIP;

5 {3) (4) the stolen property report describes the item by:

6 (i) adate;

7 (ii) initials;

8 (iii) an insurance record;

9 (iv) aphotograph;

10 (v) asalesreceipt;

11 (vi) aseria number;

12 (vii) specific damage;

13 (viii) astatement of the facts that show that the item is[1] ONE of a
14 kind; or

15 (ix) aunique engraving: ; AND

16 (5) THE PRIMARY LAW ENFORCEMENT UNIT PROVIDESTO THE DEALER

17 OR PAWNBROKER A RECEIPT THAT DESCRIBES THE ITEM AND THAT NOTIFIES THE

18 DEALER OR PAWNBROKER OF THE DEALER'S OR PAWNBROKER'S RIGHT TO FILE AN
19 APPLICATION FOR A STATEMENT OF CHARGES AGAINST THE INDIVIDUAL WHO

20 SOLD THE ITEM TO THE DEALER OR PAWNBROKER, OR OTHER ALLEGED THIEF FOR
21 THEFT UNDER ARTICLE 27, § 342 OF THE CODE.

22 (c) A [dealer} PAWNBROKER shall retain in the fdealer's} PAWNBROKER'S
23 place of business, for an additional period of 12 days, any item of personal property or
24 other valuable thing, other than securities or printed evidence of indebtedness, if:

25 (1) the primary law enforcement unit requests that the fdea er}
26 PAWNBROKER retain theitem;

27 (2) the primary law enforcement unit has reasonable cause to believe the
28 item has been stolen; and

29 (3) the item has not been identified under subsection (b)(2) ofthis section.

30 (d) When a primary law enforcement unit no longer needs an item for evidence,
31 the primary law enforcement unit shall give theitem toits owner.

32 (e) A fdealer or} pawnbroker who is required to rel ease an item under this
33 section is not entitled to reimbursement for any pledge or purchase price paid for the
34 item from:

35 (1) the primary law enforcement unit to which the fded er} PAWNBROKER
36 released the item;
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1 (2) the owner of the item; or
2 (3) the victim of the theft.
3 (F) IF THE OWNER OF THE ITEM OR THE VICTIM OF THE THEFT CHOOSESTO

4 PARTICIPATE IN THE PROSECUTION OF THE ALLEGED IDENTIFIED THIEF, THEN THE
5 CHARGES OF THEFT FROM THE OWNER OR THE VICTIM OF THE THEFT AND THE
6 CHARGES OF THEFT FROM THE DEALER OR PAWNBROKER MAY BE HEARD IN A

7 JOINT TRIAL.
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%% Kol R f thistitle] s .
27 12-402.
28 A PERSON THAT SELLS AN ITEM TO A DEALER SHALL SIGN A STATEMENT,

29 UNDER THE PENALTIES OF PERJURY, THAT THE PERSON IS THE OWNER OF THE
30 ITEM.

31 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
32 October 1, 1996.





