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Family Law - Grounds for Absolute Divorce - Constructive Desertion

This bill establishes an additional ground for absolute divorce to be known as “constructive
desertion.” Two conditions must be met for a decree of absolute divorce to be granted for
this cause: (1) conduct by a party inconsistent with maintaining the health, self-respect, and
reasonable comfort of the other party within the marriage; and (2) persistent conduct
damaging to the safety, health, or self-respect of the complainant.

Fiscal Summary

State Effect: None. This change can be handled with the existing budgeted resources of the
Judiciary.

Local Effect: None.

Information Source(s): Judiciary (Administrative Office of the Courts), Department of
Fiscal Services

Fiscal Note History: First Reader - February 7, 1996
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