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CHAPTER
1 AN ACT concerning
2 Osteoporosis Prevention and Treatment Education Act
3 FOR the purpose of requiring certain coverage for certain individuals for reimbursement
for a certain procedure used to identify bone mass or detect bone loss for the

4
5 prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of osteoporosis; requiring certain heath

6 mai ntenance organi zations, nonprofit health service plans, and health insurersto
-
8
9

identify and use certain materiasfor certain purposes; providing for the application
of this Act; defining certain terms; and generally relating to requiring certain health
mai ntenance organi zations, nonprofit health service plans, and heglth insurersto

10 provide certain coverage for certain individuals for a certain procedure used to
11 identify bone mass or detect bone |oss for the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment
12 of osteoporosis.

13 BY addingto

14 Article - Hedlth - Generd

15 Section 19-706(n)

16 Annotated Code of Maryland

17 (1996 Replacement Volume and 1996 Supplement)

18 BY addingto

19 Article - Insurance

20 Section 15-822

21 Annotated Code of Maryland

22 (1995 Volume and 1996 Supplement)

23 (Asenacted by Chapter _ (H.B. 11) of the Acts of the General Assembly of

24 1997)
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38 SECTION 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
39 MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:
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1 Article- Health - General
2 19-706.
3 (N) THE PROVISIONS OF § 15-822 OF THE INSURANCE ARTICLE SHALL APPLY

4 TOHEALTH MAINTENANCE ORGANIZATIONS.

5 Article- Insurance
6 15-822.

7 (A) (1) IN THIS SECTION THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS
8 INDICATED.

9 (2) "BONE MASS MEASUREMENT" MEANS A RADIOLOGIC OR

10 RADIOISOTOPIC PROCEDURE OR OTHER SCIENTIFICALLY PROVEN TECHNOLOGY
11 PERFORMED ON A QUALIFIED INDIVIDUAL FOR THE PURPOSE OF IDENTIFYING
12 BONE MASS OR DETECTING BONE LOSS.

13 (3) "QUALIFIED INDIVIDUAL" MEANS:

14 (1) AN ESTROGEN DEFICIENT WOMAN INDIVIDUAL AT CLINICAL
15 RISK FOR OSTEOPOROSIS;

16 (I1) AN INDIVIDUAL WITH VERTFEBRAL-ABNORMALIHES A

17 SPECIFIC SIGN SUGGESTIVE OF SPINAL OSTEOPOROSIS, INCLUDING

18 ROENTGENOGRAPHIC OSTEOPENIA OR ROENTGENOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE

19 SUGGESTIVE OF COLLAPSE, WEDGING, OR BALLOONING OF ONE OR MORE

20 THORACIC OR LUMBAR VERTEBRAL BODIES, WHO ISA CANDIDATE FOR

21 THERAPEUTIC INTERVENTION OR FOR AN EXTENSIVE DIAGNOSTIC EVALUATION
22 FORMETABOLIC BONE DISEASE;

23 (111) AN INDIVIDUAL RECEIVING LONG-TERM GLUCOCORTICOID
24 (STEROID) THERAPY;

25 (IV) AN INDIVIDUAL WITH PRIMARY HYPERPARATHYROIDISM; OR

26 (V) AN INDIVIDUAL BEING MONITORED TO ASSESS THE RESPONSE
27 TOOR EFFICACY OF AN APPROVED OSTEOPOROSIS DRUG THERAPY .

28 (B) THISSECTION APPLIES TO:

29 (1) EACH INDIVIDUAL HOSPITAL OR MAJOR MEDICAL INSURANCE
30 POLICY OF AN INSURER THAT:

31 -1 ISDELIVERED OR ISSUED FOR DELIVERY IN THE STATE;

32 OR

33 2-COVERSINBIMBPUALS WHO-RESIDE-AND-WORKAINTHE
34 STATE-AND

35 £ AND ISWRITTEN ON AN EXPENSE-INCURRED BASIS;

36 (2) EACH GROUP OR BLANKET HEALTH INSURANCE POLICY OF AN

37 INSURER THAT:
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1 % ISISSUED OR DELIVERED IN THE STATE;-OR

2 2-COVERSINBPMBPUALS WHO-RESIDE-AND-WORKAINTHE
3 SFATE-AND

4 £ AND ISWRITTEN ON AN EXPENSE-INCURRED BASIS; AND

5 (3) EACH INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP MEDICAL OR MAJOR MEDICAL

6 CONTRACT OR CERTIFICATE OF A NONPROFIT HEALTH SERVICE PLAN THAT:

7 ) ISISSUED OR DELIVERED IN THE STATE-OR

8 {H)-COVERSINDIBUALS WHO-RESIDE-AND-WORKAN-THE STATE

9 AND ISWRITTEN ON AN EXPENSE INCURRED BASIS.

10 (C) A POLICY, CONTRACT, OR CERTIFICATE SUBJECT TO THIS SECTION SHALL
11 INCLUDE COVERAGE FOR QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS FOR REIMBURSEMENT FOR

12 BONE MASSMEASUREMENT FOR THE PREVENTION, DIAGNOSIS, AND TREATMENT
13 OF OSTEOPOROSIS WHEN THE BONE MASS MEASUREMENT IS REQUESTED BY A

14 HEALTH CARE PROVIDER FOR THE QUALIFIED INDIVIDUAL.

15 (DY EACH-ENTHTY-SUBJIECT TO-THIS SECTHON-SHALLADENTHY-AND-USE THE

16 A

17
18
19

20 {2ENCOURAGE THE TREATMENT-AND-PREVENTION-OF
21 OSTFEOPOROSIS:

22 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall apply to
23 policies, contracts, or certificates issued, delivered, or renewed on or after October 1,
24 1997.

25 SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
26 October 1, 1997.





