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CHAPTER

1 AN ACT concerning
2 Child Support - Enfor cement Procedures

3 FOR the purpose of . . aarria ; al
4 Security-rumbers; clarifying that a putative father may file a paternity action;

5 repealing provisions of the paternity laws permitting a defendant to request ajury

6 trial; authorizing a court to order trid by jury under certain circumstances; granting
-
8
9

certain powersto the Child Support Enforcement Adminigtration in a paternity
proceeding; requiring certain notices to unmarried mothers and fathers before they
sign an affidavit of parentage; providing for the effect of an affidavit of parentage;

10 establishing procedures for rescission of an affidavit of parentage; requiring the

11 State's Attorney to notify the parties in writing before conducting a pretria inquiry
12 in a paternity proceeding; authorizing the Child Support Enforcement

13 Administration to file amotion fer to request that certain individuas submit to a
14 blood or genetic test under certain circumstances; reguiring authorizing the court to
15 issue atemporary support order under certain circumstances; authorizing the

16 admission into evidence of certain records under certain circumstances and

17 establishing that certain records constitute primafacie evidence of certain expenses,
18 requiring that if the court in a paternity proceeding orders the father to pay child

19 support, the support shall continue until the child comesinto the custody of the

20 father; requiring certain repertste-bemade by financial ingitutionsto report

21 certain information to the Child Support Enforcement Administration under

22 certain circumstances; authorizing the Child Support Enforcement Administration
23 to require aparent to pay support through a support enforcement agency under

24 certain circumstances; authorizing the Child Support Enforcement Administration

25 to issue subpoenas to compel the production of documents; requiring certain
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licensing authorities to report certain information to the Child Support
Enforcement Administration; authorizing certain licensing units to revoke or deny
certain Ilcenses of certain obllqors Who arein arrearsin child support payments

demedier—aiaﬂwe&eﬁwehﬂd—sclppe% &Gtabllshl ng procedures for certain
appedls; authorizing the Child Support Enforcement Administration to serve

earnings withholding orders on employers under certain circumstances; ereating
eertainiens edtablishing that unpaid child support constitutes alien against al red
and personal property of an obligor faiting-te-pay-ehitd-sappert; providing for the
effect and enforcement of certain liens; requiring certain partiesto a child support
proceedl ng to receive certain notl ces under certa n circumstances, Mhenangta

dtitities; requiring financi al ingtitutions, publlc service companies, and energy
providersto provide certain information to the Child Support Enforcement
Administration under certain circumstances; requiring the Child Support
Enforcement Administration to pay certain feesto certain financial institutions;
providing immunity from liability for certain financia institutions, employers, public
service companies, energy providers, and labor unions for disclosing certain
information to the Child Support Enforcement Administration and for taking

certain other actionsin good faith; altering-eertain-definitions defining certain

terms; making certain technical and conforming changes; and generally relating to
child support and the enforcement of child support obligations.

BY repeaing and reenacting, without amendments,

Article - Family Law

Section 2-402 and 5-1039

Annotated Code of Maryland

(1991 Replacement Volume and 1996 Supplement)

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article - Family Law
Section 2-402; 5-1002, 5-1010, 5-1011, 5-1020, 5-1027, 5-1028.1, 5-1029, 5-1032,
5-1033, 51639, 5-1048, 10-101, 10-111, 10-131, i@%@i@q}—(q)—aqd—(t}
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1

2

3

4

5

6 Annctated Code of Maryland

7 (1991 Replacement Volume and 1996 Supplement)
8 BY repedling

9 Article - Family Law

10 Section 5-1026

11 Annotated Code of Maryland

12 (1991 Replacement Volume and 1996 Supplement)

13 BY addingto

14 Article - Family Law

15 Section 10-108.2, 10-108.3, 10-108.4, 10-119.3, and 10-122.1; and 10-140 through
16 10-144, inclusive, to be under the new part "Part V. Child Support Liens";

17 ! WS - .

18 isdietion™; ; ; ; ;

19 10-353

20 Annotated Code of Maryland

21 (1991 Replacement Volume and 1996 Supplement)

22 BY repedling and reenacting, with amendments,

23 Article - Financia Institutions

24 Section 1-302

25 Annotated Code of Maryland

26 (1992 Replacement Volume and 1996 Supplement)

27 BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,

28 Article - Labor and Employment

29 Section 8-626.1

30 Annoctated Code of Maryland

31 (1991 Volume and 1996 Supplement)

32 (As enacted by Chapter 351 of the Acts of the Generd Assembly of 1996)

33 BY renumbering

34 Article - Family Law

35 Section 5-1027 through 5-1028.1, respectively
36 to be Section 5-1026 through 5-1028, respectively

37 Annotated Code of Maryland

38 (1991 Replacement Volume and 1996 Supplement)
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1 SECTION 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
2 MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

3 Article - Family Law
4 2-402.
5 (a) An applicant for alicense may apply to the clerk only at the office of the clerk

6 during regular office hours.

7 (b) Except as provided in subsections (d) and (e) of this section, to apply for a
8 license, 1 of the partiesto be married shal:

9 (1) appear before the clerk and give, under oath, the following information,
10 which shall be placed on an application form by the clerk:

11 (i) the full name of each party;

12 (i) the place of residence of each party;

13 (iii) the age of each party;

14 (iv) whether the parties are related by blood or marriage and, if so, in

15 which degree of relationship;
16 (v) the marita status of each party; fand}

17 (vi) whether either party was married previously, and the date and
18 place of each death or judicial determination that ended any former marriage; and

19 AHD-TFHE SOCIAL- SECURITFY-NUMBER-OF-EACH-PARTY--AND
20 (2) sign the application form.
21 (©) (1) Thelicense application shall provide spaces for the fvoluntary}

22 disclosure of the Socia Security numbers of the parties.

23 (2) The clerk shal place Socia Security numbers fthat are disclosed under
24 this subsection} on the marriage license certificate forms required under § 2-403 of this
25 aubtitle.

26 (d) If the partiesto be married are not residents of the county where the marriage
27 ceremony isto be performed, the clerk shall accept, instead of the application specified in
28 subsection (b) of this section, an affidavit from 1 of the partiesto be married. The

29 affidavit shall:

30 (1) contain the information required by subsection (b) of this section; and

31 (2) be sworn to under oath before a clerk or other comparable official inthe
32 county, state, province, or country where the party resides.

33 (e) In Cecil County both partiesto be married shall appear together before the
34 clerk toapply for alicense.

35 (f) Until alicenseisissued, a clerk may not disclose the fact that an application
36 for alicense has been made except to the parent or guardian of a party to be married.
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1 5-1002.
2 (a) The Genera Assembly finds that:
3 (1) this State has a duty to improve the deprived socia and economic status

4 of children born out of wedlock; and

5 (2) the policies and procedures in this subtitle are socially necessary and

6 desirable.

7 (b) The purpose of this subtitleis:

8 (1) to promote the genera welfare and best interests of children born out of

9 wedlock by securing for them, as nearly as practicable, the same rights to support, care,
10 and education as children born in wedl ock;

11 (2) to impose on the mothers and fathers of children born out of wedlock
12 the basic obligations and responsibilities of parenthood; and

13 (3) to simplify the procedures for determining paternity, custody,
14 guardianship, and responsibility for the support of children born out of wedlock.

15 (C) NOTHING IN THIS SUBTITLE {SHNFENBED MAY BE CONSTRUED TO LIMIT
16 THERIGHT OF A PUTATIVE FATHER TO FILE A COMPLAINT TO ESTABLISH HIS
17 PATERNITY OF A CHILD.

18 5-1010.

19 (a) A complaint need not bein any particular form.

20 (b) The complaint shal be written in ssimple, nontechnica language.

21 (c) The complaint shall state the facts on which the complaint is based.

22 f(d) The complaint shall be accompanied by a notice to the aleged father that:

23 (1) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED UNDER ITEM (2) OF THIS SUBSECTION, he has

24 theNOright to ajury trial ontheissue of paternity; AND

25 (2) IT SHALL BE WITHIN THE SOLE DISCRETION OF THE COURT TO
26 ORDER TRIAL BY JURY IF NECESSARY TO MEET THE ENDS OF JUSTICE.

27 [(2) unless he electsto have ajury trid, theright toajury trial is waived; and
28 (3) if ajury trial iswaived, the court may decide the issue of paternity.
29 (e) A failure to give the notice required by subsection (d) of this section does not

30 invalidate the paternity proceeding if:

31 (1) the aleged father appears for tria; and
32 (2) the court otherwise safeguards the alleged father's right to ajury trial.]
33 [(D] ) (E) (1) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, acomplaint

34 filed under this subtitle shall be supported by the oath of the mother or pregnant woman,
35 whether or not sheis a party to the paternity proceeding.
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1 (2) The complaint may be filed without the oath if the mother or pregnant
2 woman:

3 (i) isdead;

4 (i) refusesto file a complaint;

5 (iii) refuses to disclose the identity of the father of the child;

6 (iv) ismentdly or physically incapable of making an oath; or

7 (v) refuses to make the oath.

8 (3) If the complaint isfiled without an oath under paragraph (2) of this

9 subsection:

10 (i) the complainant shall verify the fact of the pregnancy or birth; and
11 (i) if the mother or pregnant woman isliving, she shdl be made a
12 defendant.

13 [(@] €E) () (1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, the

14 clerk of court may not receive a complaint starting paternity proceedings unlessthe
15 consent of the State's Attorney is attached to the complaint.

16 (2) The consent of the State's Attorney is not required if:
17 (i) the complaint is filed on behalf of the Administration; or
18 (ii) after considering testimony or information given by affidavit, or

19 both, the court:

20 1. finds that the complaint is meritorious; and
21 2. rules that the consent is not required.
22 (3) Except by an order of court for good cause shown, a proceeding under

23 this subtitle may not be dismissed voluntarily without the consent of the State's Attorney.
24 5-1011.

25 (@) If the complainant is the Administration, or a person approved for child
26 support services by the Administration, the complainant shal be represented by:

27 (1) the Attorney General;

28 (2) the State's Attorney, if the State's Attorney has assumed the
29 responsibility for representation under Title 10, Subtitle 1 of this article; or

30 (3) aqualified lawyer representing the Administration who is appointed by
31 and subject to supervision and removal by the Attorney General.

32 (b) For purposes of providing legal representation in a paternity proceeding
33 under this section, the Administration may approve child support services for a person
34 who resides out-of -state.
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1 (c) A complainant under this section is not required to prepay court costs.

2 (d) If the Attorney Genera or a quaified lawyer appointed by the Attorney

3 Genera representsthe complainant under this section, the Attorney Genera or the

4 lawyer hasthe SAME powers granted to the State's Attorney under [88 5-1016, 5-1019,
5 5-1020, and 5-1021 of] this subtitle.

6 5-1020.

7 Before the State's Attorney conducts a pretrial inquiry under this subtitle, the
8 State's Attorney shall notify the [alleged father] PARTIES in writing of:

9 (1) the time and place of theinquiry;

10 (2) [his] THE ALLEGED FATHER'S right to appear at the inquiry and to
11 produce evidence or information that relates to the inquiry; and

12 (3) [his] THE ALLEGED FATHER'S right to testify in his own behalf before
13 the State's Attorney, if the alleged father:

14 (i) notifiesthe State's Attorney of the dleged father's desire to testify;
15 and
16 (ii) signsawaiver that permits his testimony to be used against himin

17 the paternity proceeding.
18 [5-1026.

19 (a) Unlessthe alleged father elects ajury trial, the court shall hear the complaint
20 without ajury.

21 (b) If the alleged father desires ajury trial, he shall request ajury trial in writing
22 a thetime hefiles awritten answer to the complaint.

23 () (1) If the alleged father appears for trial without having filed awritten
24 answer, the court shall advise him of hisright to have the issue of paternity tried by a jury
25 and he shall make his eection at the time the court advises him of theright.

26 (2) If the alleged father electsto waive ajury trid:

27 (i) the aleged father shall sign awaiver in the form the court requires;
28 and

29 (ii) the waiver shall be noted on the docket and filed with the other

30 papersinthe case]
31 5-1027.
32 (A) FTHE-COURT-SHALL HEAR THE COMPLAINT WATHOUTAJURY 1T SHALL BE

33 WITHIN THE SOLE DISCRETION OF THE COURT TO ORDER TRIAL BY JURY IF
34 NECESSARY TO MEET THE ENDS OF JUSTICE.

35 [(3)] (B) Except as otherwise provided in this subtitle, [the following]
36 PROCEEDINGS UNDER THIS SUBTITLE shall be treated in accordance with the laws,
37 rules, and practice that relae to [jury] tridsin other civil caseq:
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1 (1) the summoning of jurors;

2 (2) the empanding of ajury;

3 (3) jury tria proceedings, including instructions to the jury;

4 (4) motions for new tria;

5 (5) judgment N.O.V.; and

6 (6) matters that may be considered on appedl].

7 [(b) The only quegtion for thejury in atrial under this subtitle is whether the

8 alleged father is the father of the child.]

9 (c) Inatriad under this subtitle, no comment on or reference to an aleged
10 father's failure to testify may be made or permitted.

11 5-1028.1.
12 (@) An unmarried father and mother shall be provided an opportunity to execute

13 an affidavit of parentage in the manner provided under § 4-208 of the Health - Generad
14 Article.

15 (b) The affidavit shall be completed on a standardized form devel oped by the
16 Department.
17 (©) (1) The completed affidavit of parentage form shdl contain:

18 [(D] (1) inten point boldface type a statement that the affidavit isalegal
19 document and constitutes a rebuttab ti i ternity
20 proeeeding LEGAL FINDING OF PATERNITY;

21 [(2)] (1) the full name and the place and date of birth of the child;

22 [(3)] (1) the full name of the attesting father of the child;

23 [(4)] (1V) the full name of the attesting mother of the child;

24 [(5)] (V) the signatures of the father and the mother of the child attesting,

25 under penalty of perjury, that the information provided on the affidavit is true and correct
26 TO THE BEST OF THEIR KNOWLEDGE, INFORMATION, AND BEL IEF;

27 [(6)] (VI) agtatement by the mother consenting to the assertion of paternity
28 and acknowledging that her cosignatory isthe only possible father;

29 [(M] (VII) agtatement by the father that he isthe natural father of the child;

30 and

31 [(8)] (V1) the Socia Security numbers provided by each of the parents.

32 (2) BEFORE COMPLETING AN AFFIDAVIT OF PARENTAGE FORM, THE

33 UNMARRIED MOTHER AND THE FATHER SHALL BE ADVISED ORALLY AND IN
34 WRITING OF THE LEGAL CONSEQUENCES OF EXECUTING THE AFFIDAVIT AND OF
35 THE BENEFIT OF SEEKING LEGAL COUNSEL.
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1 (d) (1) fANFEXCEPTF-AS PROVUBEBIN-PARAGRAPHA2OFTHIS
2 SUBSECHON;-AN executed affidavit of parentage constitutes a [rebuttabl e presumption]

3 LEGAL FINDING of parentagera paternity proceeding:

13 MATERIAL-MISTAKEOFFAGT, SUBJECT TO THE RIGHT OF ANY SIGNATORY TO
14 RESCIND THE AFFIDAVIT:

15 (1) IN WRITING WITHIN 60 DAYS AFTER EXECUTION OF THE
16 AFFIDAVIT; OR

17 (1) IN A JUDICIAL PROCEEDING RELATING TO THE CHILD:

18 1. IN WHICH THE SIGNATORY ISA PARTY; AND

19 2. THAT OCCURS BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE 60-DAY
20 PERIOD.

21 (2) (I) AFTER THE EXPIRATION OF THE 60-DAY PERIOD, AN

22 EXECUTED AFFIDAVIT OF PARENTAGE MAY BE CHALLENGED IN COURT ONLY ON
23 THE BASIS OF FRAUD, DURESS, OR MATERIAL MISTAKE OF FACT.

24 (1) THE BURDEN OF PROOF SHALL BE ON THE CHALLENGER TO
25 SHOW FRAUD, DURESS, OR MATERIAL MISTAKE OF FACT.

26 (111) THE LEGAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF ANY SIGNATORY ARISING
27 FROM THE AFFIDAVIT, INCLUDING CHILD SUPPORT OBLIGATIONS, MAY NOT BE
28 SUSPENDED DURING THE CHALLENGE, EXCEPT FOR GOOD CAUSE SHOWN.

29 (e) The Administration shall prepare written information to be furnished to

30 unmarried mothers under 8§ 4-208 of the Health - Generd Artide concerning the

31 benefits of having the paternity of their children established, including the avail ability of
32 child support enforcement services.

33 (f) The Department shal make the standardized affidavit forms available to all
34 hospitalsin the State.

35 (g) The Secretary, in consultation with the Department of Health and Menta
36 Hygiene and the Maryland Hospita Association, shall adopt regul ations governing the
37 provisions of this section and 8§ 4-208 of the Health - General Article.
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1 5-1029.
2 (A) (1) IN-CONNECTION-WITH CARRYING OUT TS RESPONSIBILITIES

3 UNBERSTATEANDFEDERALLAW, THE ADMINISTRATION MAY SSUE-A-DIRECHVE

4 FHATREQUIRESANY-INDNBUAL REQUEST THE ALLEGED PARENT TO SUBMIT TO
5 BLOOD OR GENETIC TESTS.

6 (2) IF APERSON AN ALLEGED PARENT FAILS TO OBEY-A-BDIRECHVE
7 FROM COMPLY WITH THE REQUEST OF THE ADMINISTRATION, THE

8 ADMINISTRATION MAY APPLY TO THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR AN ORDER THAT

9 DIRECTS THE INBRABUAL ALLEGED PARENT TO SUBMIT TO THE TESTS.

10 [()] (B) On the mation of THE ADMINISTRATION, a party to the proceeding, or
11 onits own motion, the court shall order the mether; ALLEGED PARENT AND child-and
12 aleged-father to submit to blood or genetic teststo determine whether the aleged father

13 PARENT can be excluded as being the father PARENT of the child.

14 [(b)] (C) Theblood or genetic tests shall be made in alaboratory selected by the
15 court from alist of laboratories provided by the Administration.

16 [(©)] (D) Thelaboratory shall report the results of each blood or genetic testin
17 writing and in the form the court requires.

18 [(d)] (E) A copy of the laboratory report of the blood or genetic test shdl be
19 provided to the parties or their counsel in the manner that the court directs.

20 [(e)] (F) (1) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (3) of this subsection, the
21 laboratory report of the blood or genetic test shall be received in evidence if:

22 (i) definite exclusion is established; or
23 (i) the testing is sufficiently extensive to exclude 97.3% of alleged

24 fatherswho are not biological fathers, and the statistical probability of the aleged father's
25 paternity is a least 97.3%.

26 (2) A laboratory report is prima facie evidence of the results of ablood or
27 gentictest.
28 (3) (i) Subject to the provisions of subparagraph (ii) of this paragraph,

29 thelaboratory report of the blood or genetic test is admissiblein evidence without the
30 presence of a doctor or technician from the laboratory that prepared the report if the
31 report:

32 1. issigned by the doctor or technician who prepared or verified
33 thereport; and

34 2. statesthat the result of the blood or genetic test is as stated
35 inthereport.

36 (ii) When the laboratory report of the blood or genetic test is admitted
37 inevidence, adoctor or technician from the laboratory that prepared the report is subject

38 to cross-examination by any party to the proceeding if the party who desires

39 cross-examination has subpoenaed the doctor or technician &t least 10 days before trid.



HOUSE B LL 1074
11

1 (4) A laboratory report received into evidence establishing a stetistical
2 probability of the aleged father's paternity of at least 99.0% constitutes a rebuttable
3 presumption of his paternity.

4 [(H)] (G) If any individual fails to submit to ablood or genetic test ordered by the
5 court, that refusal, properly introduced in evidence:

6 (1) shdl be disclosed to the court fand jury}, IF THE COURT ORDERS A
7 JURY TRIAL UNDER 8§ 5-1027 OF THIS SUBTITLE; and

8 (2) may be commented on fby the court or} by counsel.

9 [(9)] (H) (1) Unlessindigent, the party who reguests ablood or genetic test or
10 who secures the appearance in court of adoctor or technician from the laboratory that
11 prepared the report of the blood or genetic test is responsible for the cost of the test and
12 the costs associated with the court appearance. However, if the requesting party prevails
13 in the proceeding, the court shall assess the cost of the blood or genetic test or the costs
14 associated with the court appearance against the other parties to the proceeding.

15 (2) If any party chargeable with the cost of the blood or genetic test or the
16 costs associated with court appearance is indigent, the cost of the blood or genetic test or
17 the costs associated with the court appearance shall be borne by the county where the

18 proceeding is pending, except to the extent that the court orders any other party to the

19 proceeding to pay al or part of the cost.

20 (3) SUBJECT TO THE RIGHT OF ANY PARTY TO SUBPOENA A CUSTODIAN
21 OF RECORDS AT LEAST 10 DAY S BEFORE TRIAL, A WRITTEN STATEMENT FROM THE
22 LABORATORY THAT PREPARED THE REPORT OF THE BLOOD OR GENETIC TEST

23 CONCERNING THE COST OF THE TEST AND THE COST ASSOCIATED WITH THE COURT
24 APPEARANCE SHALL BE ADMISSIBLE IN EVIDENCE WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF A

25 CUSTODIAN OF RECORDS AND SHALL CONSTITUTE PRIMA FACIE EVIDENCE OF THE
26 COSTS.

27 (1) UPON MOTION OF THE ADMINISTRATION OR ANY PARTY TO THE
28 PROCEEDING AND DUE CONSIDERATION BY THE COURT, THE COURT SHALE MAY
29 PASS A TEMPORARY ORDER FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE CHILD IF:

30 (1) ALABORATORY-REPORT-ESTABLISHES A-STATHSHCAL PROBABHATY-
31 OFPATERNIY-OF-ATLEAST99:0% THERE |IS CLEAR AND CONVINCING EVIDENCE OF
32 PATERNITY ESTABLISHED ON THE BASIS OF GENETIC TESTS OR OTHER EVIDENCE;

33 AND

34 (2) THE COURT DETERMINES THAT THE PUTATIVE FATHER HAS THE
35 ABILITY TO PROVIDE TEMPORARY SUPPORT FOR THE CHILD.

36 5-1032.

37 (a) If the court for jury, as appropriate,} findsthat the alleged father isthe
38 father, the court shdl pass an order that:

39 (1) declares the alleged father to be the father of the child; and

40 (2) provides for the support of the child.
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1 (b) (1) The father shall pay the sum to be specified in the order until the first to
2 occur of thefollowing events:

3 (i) the child becomes an adult;

4 (i) the child dies;

5 (iii) the child marries; or

6 (iv) the child becomes sdf-supporting:; OR

7 (V) THE CHILD COMES INTO THE PHYSICAL CUSTODY OF THE
8 FATHER.

9 (2) If the child is an adult but is destitute and cannot be self-supporting

10 because of aphysical or mental infirmity, the court may require the father to continueto
11 pay support during the period of the infirmity.

12 (c) Any money that is due for child support under this subtitle and is unpaid at

13 the time the child becomes an adult, dies, marries, er becomes self-supporting, OR

14 COMES INTO THE PHYSICAL CUSTODY OF THE FATHER is a continuing obligation of
15 any party bound by the order of court until the money is paid.

16 (d) [(D] The court[ may order alien on the earnings of the father in the amount
17 of the order.

18 (2) The father's employer:

19 (i) shal begin deducting from the father's earnings the amount of the
20 lien as soon asthe employer is notified by the court;

21 (i) shall pay the deductions directly to the recipient designated by the
22 court; and
23 (i) may deduct an additional dollar from the father's earnings for each

24 payment made under the order] SHALL PASS AN IMMEDIATE AND CONTINUING
25 WITHHOLDING ORDER ON AkLLE EARNINGS OF THE FATHER IN ACCORDANCE WITH
26 TITLE 10, SUBTITLE 1, PART Ill OF THIS ARTICLE.

27 5-1033.

28 (a) In apaternity proceeding, the court may order the father or the mother to pay
29 dl or part of any 1 or more of the following:

30 (1) the support of the child;

31 (2) the mother's medical and hospita expenses for pregnancy, eonfinement
32 CHILDBIRTH, and recovery; and

33 (3) the funera expenses of the child.

34 (B) SUBJECT TO THE RIGHT OF ANY PARTY TO SUBPOENA A CUSTODIAN OF
35 RECORDSAT LEAST 10 DAYS BEFORE TRIAL, ANY RECORDS RELATING TO THE COST
36 OF THE MOTHER'S MEDICAL AND HOSPITAL EXPENSES FOR PREGNANCY,

37 CONFINEMENT CHILDBIRTH, AND RECOVERY AND ANY NEONATAL EXPENSES OF
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1 THE CHILD SHALL BE ADMISSIBLE IN EVIDENCE WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF A
2 CUSTODIAN OF RECORDS AND SHALL CONSTITUTE PRIMA FACIE EVIDENCE OF THE
3 AMOUNT OF EXPENSES INCURRED.

4 [(b)] (C) The court in a paternity proceeding may order the father to pay either or
5 both of the following:

6 (1) al or part of the medical support of the child, including neonatal
7 expenses; and

8 (2) counsel fees to the counsel who represents the complainant.
9 5-1039.
10 (a) If the court for jury, as appropriate,} findsthat the alleged father is not the

11 father, the court may:
12 (1) retain jurisdiction; and

13 (2) onits own motion or otherwise, take any further proceeding that the
14 court considers just and proper and in the best interests of the child.

15 (b) Under this section, the court may:

16 (1) enter an appropriate order againgt the mother for the support of the

17 child;

18 (2) alow theimpleader or joinder of any other aleged father; or

19 (3) consider any other matter that may be in the best interests of the child.
20 5-1048.

21 [If paternity is] A FINDING OF PATERNITY established in any other state [by a

22 court or by an administrative adjudicatory process that includes aright of appeal to a
23 court, the judgment, order, or decree] shall [be proved and] have the same force and
24 effect in aproceeding under this subtitle asin any other civil proceeding in this State].]
25 IF:

26 (1) WITH RESPECT TO AN ADJUDICATION OF PATERNITY, THE FINDING
27 WASESTABLISHED BY A COURT OR BY AN ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS THAT
28 INCLUDES A RIGHT TO APPEAL TO A COURT; OR

29 (2) WITH RESPECT TO A FINDING OF PATERNITY THAT ISBASED ON AN
30 AFFIDAVIT OF PARENTAGE, THE AFFIDAVIT WAS SIGNED AFTER EACH SIGNATORY
31 TOTHE AFFIDAVIT WAS ADVISED OF THEIR LEGAL RIGHTS.

32 10-101.
33 (a) Inthis[subtitle] TITLE the following words have the meanings indi cated.
34 (b) "Administration" means the Child Support Enforcement Administration of

35 the Department of Human Resources.

36 (c) "Earnings" includes:
er civil proceeding in this State].]
25 1
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1 (1) any form of periodic payment to an individual, including:

2 (i) an annuity;

3 (ii) apension;

4 (iii) Social Security payments;

5 (iv) workers' compensation payments; and

6 (v) unemployment insurance benefits; and

7 (2) any commissions or fees paid in connection with the obligor's
8 employment.

9 (d) (1) "Employer" means any person who is paying earnings to an obligor.
10 (2) "Employer" includes a governmentd entity.

11 (e) "Local support enforcement office" means 1 of the following thet is

12 responsible for support enforcement:

13 (1) acounty agency; or

14 (2) acomponent of the circuit court for a county.

15 (F) (1) "OBLIGEE" MEANS ANY PERSON WHO ISENTITLED TO RECEIVE
16 SUPPORT.

17 (2) "OBLIGEE" INCLUDES A STATE.

18 [(F)] (G) "Obligor" means an individual who is required to pay support under a
19 court order.

20 [(9)] (H) "Support" includes:

21 (1) child support;

22 (2) spousal support;

23 (3) support of degtitute adult children; and

24 (4) support of degtitute parents.

25 [(h)] (1) "Support enforcement agency” means 1 of the following that receives

26 support payments under a court order:

27 (1) the Administration; or

28 (2) alocal support enforcement office.

29 10-108.2.

30 (A) IN THIS SECTION "FINANCIAL INSTITUTION" HASTHE-MEANING-SFATED

31 IN-§1-101-OF FHE FINANCIALAINSHTUTONS ARTICLE MEANS:
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1 (1) A DEPOSITORY INSTITUTION, AS DEFINED IN THE FEDERAL DEPOSIT
2 INSURANCE ACT AT 12 U.S.C. § 1813(C);

3 (2) A FEDERAL CREDIT UNION OR STATE CREDIT UNION, AS DEFINED
4 IN THE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION ACT AT 12 U.SC. §1752; OR

5 (3) A BENEFIT ASSOCIATION, INSURANCE COMPANY, SAFE DEPOSIT

6 COMPANY, MONEY-MARKET MUTUAL FUND, OR SIMILAR ENTITY DOING BUSINESS
7 IN THE STATE THAT HOLDS PROPERTY OR MAINTAINS ACCOUNTS REFLECTING

8 PROPERTY BELONGING TO OTHERS.

9 (B) TO CARRY OUT THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, THE ADMINISTRATION
10 MAY REQUEST FROM ANY FINANCIAL INSTITUTION INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE
11 TOENABLE THE ADMINISTRATION TO ENFORCE THE LIABILITY OF A PARENT TO

12 SUPPORT A CHILD OF THE PARENT.

13 (C) (1) THE ADMINISTRATION MAY REQUEST NOT MORE THAN FOUR TIMES
14 A YEAR FROM A FINANCIAL INSTITUTION THE INFORMATION SET FORTH IN

15 SUBSECTION (D)(2) OF THIS SECTION CONCERNING ANY OBLIGOR IN ARREARS IN
16 PAYING CHILD SUPPORT THROUGH A SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT AGENCY.

17 (2) A REQUEST FOR INFORMATION BY THE ADMINISTRATION UNDER
18 PARAGRAPH (1) OF THIS SUBSECTION SHALL:

19 (I) CONTAIN:

20 1. THE FULL NAME OF THE OBLIGOR AND ANY OTHER
21 NAMES KNOWN TO BE USED BY THE OBLIGOR; AND

22 2. THE SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER OR OTHER TAXPAYER
23 IDENTIFICATION NUMBER OF THE OBLIGOR; AND

24 (I1) BE TRANSMITTED TO THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION IN AN
25 ELECTRONIC FORMAT UNLESS THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION SPECIFICALLY ASKS
26 THE ADMINISTRATION TO SUBMIT THE REQUEST IN WRITING.

27 (D) (1) WITHIN 30 DAYS AFTER A FINANCIAL INSTITUTION RECEIVES A
28 REQUEST FOR INFORMATION UNDER SUBSECTION (C) OF THIS SECTION, THE
29 FINANCIAL INSTITUTION SHALL SUBMIT A REPORT TO THE ADMINISTRATION.

30 (2) THE REPORT, WITH RESPECT TO EACH OBLIGOR WHOSE NAME WAS
31 SUBMITTED TO THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION AND WHO MAINTAINS AN ACCOUNT
32 WITH THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION, SHALL CONTAIN:

33 (I) THE FULL NAME OF THE OBLIGOR;
34 (1) THE ADDRESS OF THE OBLIGOR;
35 (111) THE SOCIAL SECURITY OR OTHER TAXPAYER IDENTIFICATION

36 NUMBER OF THE OBLIGOR,;

37 (IV) ANY OTHER IDENTIFYING INFORMATION NEEDED TO ASSURE
38 POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION OF THE OBLIGOR; AND
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1 (V) THE OBLIGOR'S ACCOUNT NUMBER AND BALANCE.

2 (3) THE REPORT REQUIRED UNDER PARAGRAPH (2) OF THIS
3 SUBSECTION SHALL BE PROVIDED TO THE ADMINISTRATION IN MACHINE
4 READABLE FORM.

5 (4) THE ADMINISTRATION SHALL PAY THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION A
6 REASONABLE FEE, NOT TO EXCEED THE ACTUAL COSTS INCURRED BY THE

7 FINANCIAL INSTITUTION TO COMPLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS

8 SUBSECTION.

9 4 (5) THE ADMINISTRATION MAY INSTITUTE CIVIL PROCEEDINGS
10 TO ENFORCE THIS SECTION.

11 (E) A FINANCIAL INSTITUTION THAT COMPLIES WITH A REQUEST FROM THE
12 ADMINISTRATION MADE UNDER THIS SECTION ISNOT LIABLE UNDER STATE LAW
13 TOANY PERSON FOR ANY':

14 (1) DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION TO THE ADMINISTRATION UNDER
15 THIS SECTION; OR

16 (2) OTHER ACTION TAKEN IN GOOD FAITH TO COMPLY WITH THE
17 REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SECTION.

18 10-108.3.

19 (A) IN ANY CASE IN WHICH A COURT HAS ORDERED AN OBLIGOR TO SEND
20 SUPPORT PAYMENTSDIRECTLY TO AN OBLIGEE, THE ADMINISTRATION MAY

21 DIRECT AN OBLIGOR TO FORWARD ANY SUPPORT PAYMENTS THROUGH A SUPPORT
22 ENFORCEMENT AGENCY IF THE ADMINISTRATION HAS:

23 (1) SENT A NOTICE TO THE OBLIGOR DIRECTING THE OBLIGOR TO
24 SEND SUPPORT PAYMENTS THROUGH A SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT AGENCY;,

25 (2) ADVISED THE OBLIGEE THAT IT ISISSUING A NOTICE TO CHANGE
26 PAYEES UNDER THIS SECTION; AND

27 (3) FILED A NOTICE WITH THE COURT THAT THE ADMINISTRATION IS
28 DIRECTING THE OBLIGOR TO CHANGE PAY EES.

29 (B) WHEN AN OBLIGOR RECEIVES NOTICE TO CHANGE PAYEES UNDER

30 SUBSECTION (A) OF THIS SECTION, THE OBLIGOR SHALL FORWARD ALL FUTURE
31 SUPPORT PAYMENTS TO THE SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT AGENCY DESIGNATED IN
32 THENOTICE.

33 10-108.4.

34 (A) FTO-CARRY-OUTHTFS RESPONSIBHATHES UNBER- STATEAND-FEDERAL LAW
35 IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH, MODIFY, OR ENFORCE A DUTY OF SUPPORT, THE

36 ADMINISTRATION MAY ISSUE SUBPOENAS TO COMPEL THE PRODUCTION OF

37 DOCUMENTS AND OTHER TANGIBLE ITEMS.

38 (B) A SUBPOENA ISSUED UNDER SUBSECTION (A) OF THIS SECTION SHALL:
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1 (1) SPECIFY THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE PERSON TO BE
2 SUBPOENAED;

3 (2) DESCRIBE THE ITEMS TO BE PRODUCED WITH PARTICULARITY; AND
4 (3) INCLUDE A RETURN DATE FOR THE SUBPOENA.

5 (C) THE ADMINISTRATION MAY SERVE A SUBPOENA BY:

6 (1) HAND DELIVERY; OR

7 (2) CERTIFIED MAIL-OR

8 (3}REGULAR MAL.

9 (D) IF A PERSON FAILS TO COMPLY WITH A SUBPOENA ISSUED BY THE

10 ADMINISTRATION, THE ADMINISTRATION MAY':
11 (1) REISSUE THE SUBPOENA,;

12 (2) EXERCISE THE ADMINISTRATION'S AUTHORITY UNDER § 10-119.3 OF
13 THISSUBTITLE TO SUSPEND ANY LICENSE HELD BY THE PERSON; OR

14 (3) APPLY, UPON AFFIDAVIT, TO ANY JUDGE OF A CIRCUIT COURT FOR
15 AN ORDER REQUIRING THE PERSON TO OBEY THE SUBPOENA.

16 (E) IF A PERSON KNOWINGLY FAILS OR REFUSES TO OBEY A COURT ORDER
17 TOCOMPLY WITH A SUBPOENA ISSUED UNDER THIS SECTION, THE COURT MAY

18 COMPEL COMPLIANCE WITH THE ADMINISTRATIVE SUBPOENA IN ANY MANNER
19 AVAILABLE TO THE COURT TO ENFORCE ITS OWN ORDER OR SUBPOENA.

20 10-111.

21 (8) The Administration may make a cooperative agreement with a private or
22 public agency, acircuit court, AN INSTITUTION, or alaw enforcement official asto:

23 (1) establishing paternity;

24 (2) establishing liability for support;

25 (3) collecting support; or

26 (4) enforcing a court order to pay support.

27 (b) A cooperative agreement made under this section may include arrangements

28 for reimbursement for expenditures incurred that are reimbursable under federa
29 regulationsthat relate to federal financia participation in the operation of a support
30 enforcement program.

31 10-1193:

32 {AHN-TFHIS SECHON-THE FOLLOWING- WORDS HAVE THEMEANINGS
33 INDICATED-

4 : : , ; ;
35 PERMHT-OROTHERAUTHORIZATHONTHAT:
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14 REGULATION:

15 2-FHE BEPARTMENT-OFHEALTH-AND-MENTAL HYGIENE;
16 3FHE BEPARTMENT-OFHUMAN-RESOURCES:

17 4 FHE BEPARTMENT-OFTFRANSPORTAHON:

18 5 FHE BEPARTMENT-OFFTHEENVIRONMENT

19 6 FHE-COMPTROLLER-OF FHETREASURY:

20 +FHEBEPARTMENT-OF-AGRICULTURE;

21 SFHEMARYLANDINSURANCE-ADMINISTRATON:

22 S TFHE-PIBLICSERVICE COMMISSION:

23 10 THESECRETFARY-OFSTATE;

24 1 THESTATE DERPARTMENT-OFEDUCAHON;

25 12-THE BEPARTMENT-OF-NATURAL-RESOURCES:

26 13- TFHE OFHCE OF FTHEATTORNEY-GENERAL;

27 H-THEATTFORNEY-GRIEVANCE-COMMISSION;-AND

28 15 THECLERKS OF FTHE COURTFHATAREAUTFHORIZEDTO

31 {B}ALICENSING- AUTHORITY-SHALL:

32 {H-REQUIRE-EACH-APPLICANT-FOR-A-LICENSE TO-DISCLOSE THE
33 SOCIAL-SECURITFY-NUMBER OFFHE-APPLICANT-
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1 10-119.3.

2 (A) (1) IN THIS SECTION THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS
3 INDICATED.

4 (2) "LICENSE" MEANS ANY LICENSE, CERTIFICATE, REGISTRATION,

5 PERMIT, OR OTHER AUTHORIZATION ISSUED BY A LICENSING UNIT THAT AN
6 INDIVIDUAL MUST OBTAIN TO PRACTICE OR ENGAGE IN A PARTICULAR BUSINESS,
7 OCCUPATION, OR PROFESSION.

8 (3) "LICENSING UNIT" MEANS A UNIT WITHIN THE:

9 () DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING, AND REGULATION;
10 (1) DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE;
11 (111) DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES;

12 (IV) DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION;

13 (V) DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT;

14 (V1) OFFICE OF THE COMPTROLLER OF THE TREASURY ;
15 (VIl) DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE;

16 (Vi) MARYLAND INSURANCE ADMINISTRATION;

17 (IX) PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION;

18 (X) OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE;

19 (X1) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION;

20 (XI11) DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES;

21 (XI111) OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL;

22 (XIV) DEPARTMENT OF THE STATE POLICE; AND

23 (XV) OFFICES OF THE CLERKS OF THE COURT THAT ARE

24 AUTHORIZED TO ISSUE A LICENSE FOR PROFESSIONAL USES.

25 (B) A LICENSING UNIT SHALL:

26 (1) REQUIRE EACH APPLICANT FOR A LICENSE TO DISCLOSE THE
27 SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER OF THE APPLICANT FOR ANY OF THE FOLLOWING
28 LICENSES:

29 (1) PROFESSIONAL LICENSES;

30 (1) COMMERCIAL DRIVER'S LICENSES; AND

31 (111) OCCUPATIONAL LICENSES; AND

32 (2) RECORD THE SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER OF THE APPLICANT ON

33 THE APPLICATION.
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1 (C) THE ADMINISTRATION MAY REQUEST FROM A LICENSING UNIT

2 INFORMATION CONCERNING AN OBLIGOR IN ARREARS IN PAYING CHILD SUPPORT
3 THROUGH A SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT AGENCY.

4 (D) ON RECEIPT OF A REQUEST UNDER SUBSECTION (C) OF THIS SECTION, A
5 LICENSING UNIT SHALL SUBMIT A REPORT TO THE ADMINISTRATION THAT
6 CONTAINS THE:

7 (1) FULL NAME OF THE OBLIGOR;
8 (2) ADDRESS OF THE OBLIGOR, IF KNOWN;
9 (3) SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER OF THE OBLIGOR, IF REQUIRED TO BE

10 RECORDED ON THE APPLICATION UNDER SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION; AND

11 (4) DESCRIPTION OF THE LICENSE HELD BY THE OBLIGOR.

12 (E) PRIOR TO NOTIFYING A LICENSING UNIT UNDER SUBSECTION (F) OF THIS
13 SECTION, THE ADMINISTRATION SHALL:

14 (1) SEND WRITTEN NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED ACTION TO THE

15 OBLIGOR WHOSE LICENSE IS SUBJECT TO SUSPENSION UNDER THIS SECTION,
16 INCLUDING NOTICE OF THE OBLIGOR'S RIGHT TO REQUEST AN INVESTIGATION;
17 AND

18 (1) GIVE THE OBLIGOR A REASONABLE OPPORTUNITY TO CONTEST
19 THE ACCURACY OF THE INFORMATION.

20 (F) THE ADMINISTRATION SHALL NOTIFY A LICENSING UNIT REGARDING AN
21 OBLIGORWHO IS A HOLDER OF OR APPLICANT FOR A LICENSE FROM THE

22 LICENSING UNIT AND WHO IS 120 DAYS OR MORE OUT OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE
23 MOST RECENT ORDER OF THE COURT IN MAKING CHILD SUPPORT PAYMENTS, IF:

24 (1) THE ADMINISTRATION HAS ACCEPTED AN ASSIGNMENT OF
25 SUPPORT UNDER ARTICLE 88A, § 50(B)(2) OF THE CODE; OR

26 (2) THE RECIPIENT OF SUPPORT PAYMENTS HAS FILED AN
27 APPLICATION FOR SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT SERVICES WITH THE ADMINISTRATION.

28 (G) SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF SUBSECTIONS (H) THROUGH (K) OF THIS
29 SECTION, UPON NOTIFICATION BY THE ADMINISTRATION UNDER SUBSECTION (F)
30 OF THIS SECTION, A LICENSING UNIT MAY .

31 (1) SUSPEND THE LICENSE OF AN OBLIGOR WHO HOLDS A LICENSE
32 FROM THE UNIT; OR

33 (2) DENY THE LICENSE OF AN OBLIGOR WHO ISAN APPLICANT FOR A
34 LICENSE FROM THE UNIT.

35 (H) PRIOR TO THE REVOCATION OR DENIAL OF A LICENSE UNDER
36 SUBSECTION (G) OF THIS SECTION, A LICENSING UNIT SHALL:

37 (1) NOTIFY THE OBLIGOR THAT:
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1 () ANOTIFICATION HAS BEEN MADE BY THE ADMINISTRATION;
2 (1) THE OBLIGOR IS IN ARREARS FOR THE AMOUNT CERTIFIED BY

3 THE ADMINISTRATION;

4 (111) THE LICENSING UNIT MAY INITIATE PROCEEDINGS REQUIRED
5 FOR THE SUSPENSION OF THE OBLIGOR'S LICENSE OR DENY THE OBLIGOR'S
6 APPLICATION FOR A LICENSE; AND

7 (IV) THE OBLIGOR MAY APPEAL TO THE ADMINISTRATION IF THE
8 OBLIGOR DISPUTES THE EXISTENCE OR AMOUNT OF THE ARREARAGE; AND

9 (2) GIVE THE OBLIGOR A REASONABLE OPPORTUNITY TO CONTEST
10 THE ACCURACY OF THE INFORMATION.

11 (1) (1) ON RECEIPT OF A REQUEST FOR INVESTIGATION FROM THE
12 OBLIGOR, THE ADMINISTRATION SHALL CONDUCT AN INVESTIGATION ASTO THE
13 ACCURACY OF THE REPORTED ARREARAGE.

14 (2) ON COMPLETION OF THE INVESTIGATION, THE ADMINISTRATION
15 SHALL NOTIFY THE OBLIGOR OF THE RESULTS OF THE INVESTIGATION AND THE
16 OBLIGOR'S RIGHT TO APPEAL TO THE OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS.

17 (J) (1) AN APPEAL UNDER THIS SECTION SHALL BE CONDUCTED IN
18 ACCORDANCE WITH TITLE 10, SUBTITLE 2 OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT ARTICLE.

19 (2) AN APPEAL SHALL BE MADE IN WRITING AND SHALL BE RECEIVED
20 BY THE OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS WITHIN 20 DAYS AFTER THE NOTICE
21 TOTHE OBLIGOR OF THE RESULTS OF THE INVESTIGATION.

22 (K) IF, AFTER THE APPEAL TO THE OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS,
23 ITISDETERMINED THAT THE ADMINISTRATION ERRED IN MAKING A DECISION, THE
24 ADMINISTRATION MAY NOT PROCEED WITH NOTIFICATION TO A LICENSING UNIT
25 REGARDING AN ARREARAGE OF AN OBLIGOR.

26 (L) THE ADMINISTRATION MAY NOT PROCEED WITH NOTIFICATION TO A
27 LICENSING UNIT REGARDING AN ARREARAGE OF AN OBLIGOR IF:

28 (1) THE ADMINISTRATION REACHES AN AGREEMENT WITH THE
29 OBLIGOR REGARDING A SCHEDULED PAYMENT OF THE OBLIGOR'S CHILD SUPPORT
30 ARREARAGE; AND

31 (2) THE OBLIGOR IS COMPLYING WITH THE AGREEMENT OR COURT
32 ORDER.
33 (M) THE ADMINISTRATION SHALL NOTIFY THE LICENSING UNIT TO

34 REINSTATE A LICENSE SUSPENDED UNDER THIS SECTION WITHIN 10 DAYS AFTER
35 THE OCCURANCE OF ONE OF THE FOLLOWING EVENTS.

36 (1) THE ADMINISTRATION RECEIVES A COURT ORDER TO REINSTATE
37 THE SUSPENDED LICENSE;

38 (2) THE OBLIGOR HAS PAID THE SUPPORT ARREARAGE IN FULL; OR
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1 (3) THE OBLIGOR HAS DEMONSTRATED A GOOD FAITH EFFORT BY
2 PAYING THE ORDERED AMOUNT OF SUPPORT FOR 4 CONSECUTIVE MONTHS.

3 (N) A LICENSING UNIT SHALL IMMEDIATELY REINSTATE A LICENSE
4 SUSPENDED UNDER THIS SECTION IF:

5 (1) THE LICENSING UNIT ISNOTIFIED BY THE ADMINISTRATION THAT
6 THE LICENSE SHOULD BE REINSTATED; AND

7 (2) THE OBLIGOR IS OTHERWISE QUALIFIED FOR THE LICENSE.

8 (O) THE SECRETARY OF HUMAN RESOURCES SHALL ADOPT REGULATIONS
9 TOIMPLEMENT THIS SECTION, IN COOPERATION WITH THE OFFICE OF
10 ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS AND EACH LICENSING UNIT.

11 10-122.1.

12 (A) EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED IN THIS SECTION AND

13 NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS PART IlI, THE

14 ADMINISTRATION MAY SERVE A WITHHOLDING ORDER ON AN EMPLOYER OF AN
15 OBLIGOR WHEN:

16 (1) (I) A COURT HAS PASSED AN IMMEDIATE AND CONTINUING
17 WITHHOLDING ORDER ON ALL EARNINGS OF THE OBLIGOR;

18 (1) THE ADMINISTRATION IS PROVIDING CHILD SUPPORT
19 SERVICES UNDER TITLE IV, PART D, OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT; AND

20 (111) AN ARREARS OF SUPPORT PAYMENTS HAS ACCRUED UNDER A
21 SUPPORT ORDER; OR

22 (2) AN OBLIGOR REQUESTS THE SERVICE OF AN EARNINGS
23 WITHHOLDING ORDER.

24 (B) THE ADMINISTRATION MAY SERVE AN EMPLOYER WITH AN EARNINGS
25 WITHHOLDING ORDER USING-AN-ELECTRONICFORMATH-TFHE EMPLOYERHAS
26 REDINTO LAG y IT\WITH TH DM 3 ON O-A D] -

27 OFEARNINGSWITHHOLDBING-ORDERSHN-THISMANNER IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
28 MARYLAND RULES.

29 (C) WHEN THE ADMINISTRATION SERVES AN EMPLOYER WITH AN EARNINGS
30 WITHHOLDING ORDER UNDER THIS SECTION, THE ADMINISTRATION SHALL SEND
31 TOTHE OBLIGOR, BY REGULEAR-MAH: CERTIFIED MAIL, RETURN RECEIPT

32 REQUESTED AND FIRST-CLASS MAIL, AT THE OBLIGOR'S LAST KNOWN HOME

33 ADDRESS OR, IF THE HOME ADDRESS IS UNKNOWN, THE PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT
34 LAST REPORTED TO THE COURT:

35 (1) A COPY OF THE EARNINGS WITHHOLDING ORDER;

36 (2) A STATEMENT OF THE PROCEDURES UNDER § 10-132 OF THIS
37 SUBTITLE THAT THE OBLIGOR MUST FOLLOW TO TERMINATE EARNINGS

38 WITHHOLDING;

39 (3) THE FORM AUTHORIZED UNDER § 10-132 OF THIS SUBTITLE; ANB
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1 (4) A STATEMENT OF THE OBLIGOR'S RIGHT TO CONTEST SERVICE OF
2 AN EARNINGS WITHHOLDING ORDER BY MOVING FOR A STAY OF THE ORDER NO

3 LATER THAN 15 DAYS AFTER A COPY OF THE WITHHOLDING ORDER ISMAILED TO
4 THE OBLIGOR UNDER THIS SECTION; AND

5 (5) A STATEMENT OF THE AMOUNT OF ARREARS APPORTIONED TO
6 EACH PAYMENT THAT ISTO BE INCLUDED IN THE AMOUNT OF EARNINGS
7 WITHHELD UNDER § 10-121 OF THIS SUBTITLE.

8 (D) THE ONLY ISSUES THAT MAY BE ADJUDICATED AT A HEARING UNDER
9 SUBSECTION (C) (4) OF THIS SECTION ARE:

10 (1) WHETHER AN ARREARAGE IN-ANY-AMOUNT EXISTED;

11 (2) THE AMOUNT OF THE ARREARAGE;

12 2 (3) THEIDENTITY OF THE OBLIGOR; AND

13 £3) (4) THAT THE AMOUNT OF THE WITHHOLDING ORDER EXCEEDS

14 THELIMITS OF THE FEDERAL CONSUMER CREDIT PROTECTION ACT.
15 10-131.

16 (a) Except as provided [for] in § 10-122 OR § 10-122.1 of this subtitle, an obligor
17 may contest the issuance of an earnings withholding order by moving for a stay of the

18 order no later than 15 days after a copy of the withholding order is mailed to the obligor
19 under § 10-125 of this subtitle.

20 (b) A motion for astay of the withholding order:
21 (1) shdl be under oath;
22 (2) shdl gtate the grounds for contesting the earnings withholding, including

23 dates and amount of paymentsin dispute; and
24 (3) may be on aform that shall be prepared by the court.

25 (c) Any person who willfully makes a fal se representation of facts on amotion for
26 say of the withholding order under this section shall be subject to the penalties for

27 perjury.

28 (d) Upon receipt of amotion for astay of the withholding order under subsection
29 (@) of this section, the court shall immediately notify the recipient and the support
30 enforcement agency, if applicable, and shall schedule a hearing within 15 days.

31 (e) The only issues that may be adjudicated at a hearing scheduled under this
32 section are:

33 (1) whether the dleged arrearage existed;

34 (2) the amount of the arrearage;

35 (3) the identity of the obligor; and
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1 (4) that the amount of the withholding order exceeds the limits of the
2 Federa Consumer Credit Protection Act.

3 (f) Payment of arrearage after the date of the motion for service of the
4 withholding order is not a defense againgt withholding.

5 (g) After adjudication of the issues under subsection (€) of this section, if the

6 court finds that the obligor owed an amount in excess of 30 days' support at the time the
7 request for service of the withholding order was filed, the court shall cause the earnings
8 withholding order to be served on the obligor's employer immediately and shall deny the
9 stay.

10 (h) If the court finds that the amount of the withholding order exceeds the limits
11 of the Federa Consumer Credit Protection Act, the court shall alter the amount of the

12 earnings withhol ding to the maximum allowed under the Federal Consumer Credit

13 Protection Act.

14 (i) In any event, the court shall rule on the request for service of the earnings
15 withholding order within 45 days of the mailing of the notice to the obligor.

16 10-137. RESERVED.
17 10-138. RESERVED.

18 10-139. RESERVED.

19 PART IV. CHILD SUPPORT LIENS.
20 10-140.
21 (A) (1) UNPAID CHILD SUPPORT, DUE UNDER AN ORDER REQUIRING

22 PAYMENTS THROUGH A SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT AGENCY, CONSTITUTES A LIEN IN
23 FAVOR OF THE OBLIGEE ON ALL REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY OF THE OBLIGOR.

24 (2) THE ADMINISTRATION SHALL NOTIFY THE OBLIGOR AND OBLIGEE
25 OF ANY CHILD SUPPORT LIEN ESTABLISHED UNDER PARAGRAPH (1) OF THIS
26 SUBSECTION.

27 (B) A CHILD SUPPORT LIEN ESTABLISHED UNDER SUBSECTION (A) OF THIS
28 SECTION ARISES ON THE DATE OF NOTICE THAT THE SUPPORT IS DUE AND
29 CONTINUES TO THE DATE ON WHICH THE CHILD SUPPORT LIEN IS:

30 (1) SATISFIED;
31 (2) RELEASED BY THE ADMINISTRATION BECAUSE THE CHILD SUPPORT
32 LIEN IS:

33 (1) UNENFORCEABLE; OR

34 (1) UNCOLLECTIBLE; OR

35 (3) RELEASED BY ORDER OF THE COURT.
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1 10-141.

2 (A) THE ADMINISTRATION MAY FILE A NOTICE OF A CHILD SUPPORT LIEN
3 WITH THE CLERK OF A CIRCUIT COURT.

4 (B) (1) ON RECEIPT OF A NOTICE OF A CHILD SUPPORT LIEN, THE CLERK OF
5 A CIRCUIT COURT SHALL:

6 (1) RECORD AND INDEX THE LIEN; AND

7 (1) ENTER THE LIEN IN THE JUDGMENT DOCKET OF THE COURT.
8 (2) THE DOCKET ENTRY SHALL INCLUDE:

9 (I) THE NAME OF THE PERSON WHOSE PROPERTY IS SUBJECT TO

10 THE CHILD SUPPORT LIEN; AND
11 (I1) THE AMOUNT AND DATE OF THE CHILD SUPPORT LIEN.

12 (C) (1) FROM THE DATE ON WHICH A CHILD SUPPORT LIEN ISFILED, THE
13 CHILD SUPPORT LIEN HAS THE FULL FORCE AND EFFECT OF A JUDGMENT LIEN.

14 (2) A CHILD SUPPORT LIEN ESTABLISHED UNDER THIS PART IV OF THIS
15 SUBTITLE MAY BE ENFORCED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE MARYLAND RULES OF
16 PROCEDURE.

17 10-142.

18 (A) IF A CHILD SUPPORT LIEN ISNOT SATISFIED OR RELEASED, THE
19 ADMINISTRATION MAY BRING AN ACTION IN A CIRCUIT COURT TO ENFORCE THE
20 LIEN.

21 (B) THE FOLLOWING PERSONS SHALL BE MADE PARTIES TO THE
22 PROCEEDING:

23 (1) EACH PERSON WHO HAS A RECORDED LIEN ON THE PROPERTY
24 THAT ISSOUGHT TO BE SUBJECTED TO THE PROCEEDINGS UNDER THIS SECTION;
25 AND

26 (2) EACH PERSON WHO CLAIMS A RIGHT OR INTEREST IN THE
27 PROPERTY THAT IS SOUGHT TO BE SUBJECTED TO THE PROCEEDINGS UNDER THIS
28 SECTION.

29 (C) THE COURT, ACTING WITHOUT A JURY, SHALL:

30 (1) ADJUDICATE ALL MATTERS INVOLVED IN THE PROCEEDINGS; AND
31 (2) DETERMINE THE MERITSOF ALL CLAIMS OR LIENS.

32 (D) IF THE CLAIM OF THE OBLIGEE ISESTABLISHED, THE COURT MAY

33 ORDER:

34 (1) A SALE OF THE PROPERTY OR RIGHTS TO PROPERTY; AND

35 (2) A DISTRIBUTION OF ANY PROCEEDS OF SALE TO THE

36 ADMINISTRATION OR OBLIGEE.
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1 10-143.
2 UPON REQUEST OF THE ADMINISTRATION, A CHILD SUPPORT LIEN ARISING IN
3 ANOTHER STATE MAY BE RECORDED AND ENFORCED IN THE SAME MANNER AND
4 TOTHE SAME EXTENT AS A LIEN ARISING UNDER 810-140 OF THIS SUBTITLE.

5 10-144.

6 THE REMEDIES PROVIDED IN THIS PART IV ARE IN ADDITION TO AND NOT IN
7 SUBSTITUTION FOR ANY OTHER REMEDIES.
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27 12-101.

28 (a) (1) Unless the court finds from the evidence that the amount of the award
29 will produce an inequitable result, for aninitial pleading that requests child support
30 pendente lite, the court shall award child support for aperiod from thefiling of the
31 pleading that requests child support.

32 (2) Notwithgtanding paragraph (1) of this subsection, unlessthe court finds
33 from the evidence that the amount of the award will produce an inequitable result, for an
34 initid pleading filed by a child support agency that requests child support, the court shall
35 award child support for a period from the filing of the pleading that requests child

36 support.

37 (3) For any other pleading that requests child support, the court may award
38 child support for a period from the filing of the pleading that requests child support.

39 (b) The court shall give credit for payments that the court finds have been made
40 during the period beginning from the filing of the pleading that requests child support.
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1 (C) ANY SUPPORT ORDER OR MODIFICATION OF A SUPPORT ORDER THAT IS
2 PASSED ON OR AFTERJULY 1, 1997 SHALL INCLUDE A STATEMENT THAT:

3 (1) EACH PARTY ISREQUIRED TO NOTIFY THE COURT AND ANY
4 SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT AGENCY ORDERED TO RECEIVE PAYMENTS, WITHIN 10
5 DAYS OF ANY CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR EMPLOYMENT; AND

6 (2) FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH PARAGRAPH (1) OF THIS SUBSECTION
7 MAY RESULT IN A PARTY NOT RECEIVING NOTICE OF THE INITIATION OF A
8 PROCEEDING TO MODIFY OR ENFORCE A SUPPORT ORDER.

9 [(©)] (D) (1) The court may order either parent to pay all or part of:

10 [(D)] (1) the mother's medical and hospita expenses for pregnancy,
11 confinement, and recovery; and

12 [(2)] (1) medical support for the child, including neonatal expenses.

13 (2) SUBJECT TO THE RIGHT OF ANY PARTY TO SUBPOENA A CUSTODIAN
14 OF RECORDS AT LEAST 10 DAY S BEFORE TRIAL, ANY RECORDS RELATING TO THE

15 COST OF THE MOTHER'S MEDICAL AND HOSPITAL EXPENSES FOR PREGNANCY,

16 CONFINEMENT, AND RECOVERY AND ANY NEONATAL EXPENSES OF THE CHILD

17 SHALL BE ADMISSIBLE IN EVIDENCE WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF A CUSTODIAN OF
18 RECORD AND SHALL CONSTITUTE PRIMA FACIE EVIDENCE OF THE AMOUNT OF

19 EXPENSES INCURRED.

20 12-105.
21 (A) IN THIS SECTION, "FINANCIAL INSTITUTION" MEANS:
22 (1) A DEPOSITORY INSTITUTION AS DEFINED IN THE FEDERAL DEPOSIT

23 INSURANCE ACT AT 12 U.S.C. §1813(C);

24 (2) A FEDERAL CREDIT UNION OR STATE CREDIT UNION, AS DEFINED
25 IN THE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION ACT AT 12 U.SC. §1752; OR

26 (3) A BENEFIT ASSOCIATION, INSURANCE COMPANY, SAFE DEPOSIT
27 COMPANY, MONEY-MARKET MUTUAL FUND, OR SIMILAR ENTITY DOING BUSINESS
28 IN THE STATE THAT HOLDS PROPERTY OR MAINTAINS ACCOUNTS REFLECTING

29 PROPERTY BELONGING TO OTHERS.

30 & (B) [(D)] The Child Support Enforcement Adminigtration of the

31 Department of Human Resources shall maintain fa centra registry of} records of fall}
32 identifying information that relates to parents fwho have deserted or who appear to have
33 deserted their children.

34 (2) The Child Support Enforcement Administration shall list these parents
35 intheregistry} whether or not their children are likely to become recipients of public
36 assgtance or foster care.

37 {b) (C) Foe PURSUANT TO SUBSECTIONS (D) AND (E) OF THIS SECTION, TO
38 carry out the purposes of this section, the Child Support Enforcement Administration

39 may request from any agency of this State, any political subdivision of this State, any

40 employer, ANY-PUBLIC-UTHITFY-S-ANY: PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY, ENERGY
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1 PROVIDER, FINANCIAL INSTITUTION, or any labor union information and assi stance

2 that will enable the Child Support Enforcement Administration, the local enforcement
3 office, or the State's Attorney for the county involved:

4 (1) tolocate an absent parent or a parent who has deserted or appearsto
5 have deserted a child; [or]

6 (2) to enforce the liability of the parent for the support of achild of the
7 parent[.]; OR
8 (3) TOOBTAIN OTHER FINANCIAL AND LOCATION INFORMATION

9 CONCERNING PARENTS AND PUTATIVE FATHERS NEEDED BY THE ADMINISTRATION
10 TO CARRY OUT ITS RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER STATE AND FEDERAL LAW.

11 {e} (D) (1) Upon WRITTEN request by the Child Support Enforcement

12 Administration, an ANY AGENCY OF THIS STATE, POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OF THIS
13 STATE, employer, PUBHESUTHITFY; FINANCIAL INSTITUTION, or labor union shall

14 provide[, with respect to a present employee, the employee's], IF AVAILABLE A

15 PERSON'S:

16 (i) Socid Security account number;

17 (ii) date of birth;

18 (iii) last known residence or mailing address;

19 (iv) present or last known employer;

20 (v) length of employment;

21 (vi) job classification;

22 (vii) name of person to be natified in case of emergency and the

23 person's residence;

24 (viii) work hours;

25 (ix) amounts of wages OR OTHER ASSET SHKNOWN; and
26 (X) medical insurance provider.

27 (2) Astoindividuals who were employed within the 3 years preceding a

28 request for information by the Child Support Enforcement Administration, an employer
29 or labor union shall provide whatever information is available.

30 (3) (i) Upon request AND A SHOWING OF CAUSE by the Child Support
31 Enforcement Administration, a circuit court may issue an order reguiring an employer,

32 PUBHIGUTFHHY, FINANCIAL INSTITUTION, or labor union to comply with arequest for
33 information under this section.

34 (i) If an employer or labor union refuses to ebey PROVIDE

35 INFORMATION FROM ITSEMPLOYEE, CUSTOMER, OR MEMBER FILES AS REQUIRED
36 BY an order by acircuit court issued under this paragraph, the employer, PIBLIC

37 UHHEYS FINANCIAL INSTITUTION, or labor union shal be in contempt of court.
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4 (E) (1) PURSUANT TO A SUBPOENA ISSUED BY THE ADMINISTRATION

5 UNDER §10-108.4 OF THIS ARTICLE, A PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OR ENERGY
6 PROVIDER SHALL PROVIDE, IF AVAILABLE, A PERSON'S:

7 () NAME AND ADDRESS; AND
8 (1) THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE PERSON'S EMPLOY ER.
9 (2) IF A PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OR ENERGY PROVIDER FAILSTO

10 COMPLY WITH A SUBPOENA ISSUED BY THE ADMINISTRATION, THE
11 ADMINISTRATION SHALL HAVE AVAILABLE THE REMEDIES PROVIDED UNDER §
12 10-108.4 OF THISARTICLE.

13 (F) AN EMPLOYER, PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY, ENERGY PROVIDER,

14 FINANCIAL INSTITUTION, OR LABOR UNION THAT COMPLIES WITH A REQUEST
15 FROM THE ADMINISTRATION MADE UNDER THIS SECTION ISNOT LIABLE UNDER
16 STATE LAW TO ANY PERSON FOR ANY':

17 (1) DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION TO THE ADMINISTRATION UNDER
18 THIS SECTION; OR

19 (2) OTHER ACTION TAKEN IN GOOD FAITH TO COMPLY WITH THE
20 REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SECTION.

21 £} (G) Any record compiled FROM INFORMATION PROVIDED under this
22 section shal be available only to:

23 (1) an authorized representative of this State or of alocal department of
24 this State; or

25 (2) aperson who hasa STATUTORY right to therecordsin an officia
26 capacity.

27 Article- Financial I ngtitutions

28 1-302.

29 Except as otherwise expresdy provided in this subtitle, afiduciary institution, its

30 officers, employees, agents, and directors:

31 (1) May not disclose to any person any financial record relating to a
32 customer of theinstitution unless:

33 (i) The customer has authorized the disclosure to that person;

34 (it) Proceedings have been ingtituted for appointment of a guardian of
35 the property or of the person of the customer, and court-appointed counsel presentsto

36 thefiduciary ingtitution an order of appointment or a certified copy of the order issued by

37 or under the direction or supervision of the court or an officer of the court;
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1 (i) The customer is disabled and a guardian is appointed or qualified
2 by acourt, and the guardian presents to the fiduciary ingtitution an order of appointment

3 or acertified copy of the order issued by or under the direction or supervision of the court

4 or an officer of the court;

5 (iv) The customer is deceased and a personal representativeis
6 appointed or qudified by a court, and the persona representative presents to the

7 fiduciary ingtitution |etters of administration issued by or under the direction or

8 supervision of the court or an officer of the court; [or]

9 (v) The Department of Human Resources requests the financial
10 record in the course of verifying theindividual's eigibility for public assistance; [and)]
11 OR

12 (V1) THE INSTITUTION RECEIVED A REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
13 FROM THE CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION OF THE DEPARTMENT
14 OF HUMAN RESOURCES UNDER §106-108:1 § 10-108.2 OF THE FAMILY LAW ARTICLE;
15 AND

16 (2) Shall disclose any information requested in writing by the Department of
17 Human Resources relative to moneys held in a savings deposit, time deposit, demand

18 deposit, or any other deposit held by the fiduciary ingtitution in the name of the

19 individua whoisarecipient or gpplicant for public assistance.

20 Article- Labor and Employment
21 8-626.1.

22 (a) In this section[,] THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS
23 INDICATED.

24 (B) ["date] "DATE of employment” means the date on which an employee
25 commences working for an employer.

26 (C) "EMPLOYING UNIT" INCLUDES A LABOR ORGANIZATION.

27 [(b)] (D) [Within] EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (E)(2) OF THIS
28 SECTION, WITHIN 20 days of an employee's beginning employment, the employee's

29 employing unit shall submit to the Secretary [the Social Security number of the

30 employee, the employing unit's unemployment insurance employer identification number,
31 and the date of employment]:

32 (1) THE SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER OF THE EMPLOYEE;

33 (2) THE NAME OF THE EMPLOYEE;

34 (3) THE ADDRESS OF THE EMPLOYEE;

35 (4) THE DATE OF EMPLOYMENT;

36 (5) THEEMPLOYING UNIT'S NAME AND ADDRESS;

37 (6) THE FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NUMBER OF THE

38 EMPLOYING UNIT; AND
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1 (7) THEUNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION
2 NUMBER OF THE EMPLOYING UNIT.

3 [(©)] (E) (1) The employing unit shall report the required information by [mail
4 or other means):

5 (I) MAIL; OR
6 (1) MAGNETICALLY OR ELECTRONICALLY.
7 (2) IF AN EMPLOYING UNIT TRANSMITS A REPORT MAGNETICALLY OR

8 ELECTRONICALLY, THE EMPLOYING UNIT MAY SUBMIT THE REPORT:

9 () TWICE A MONTH; AND
10 (1) NOT LESS THAN 12 DAY S OR MORE THAN 16 DAY S APART.
11 (3) (I) AN EMPLOYING UNIT THAT HAS EMPLOYEES IN TWO OR MORE

12 STATES AND THAT TRANSMITS REPORTS MAGNETICALLY OR ELECTRONICALLY
13 MAY DESIGNATE ONE STATE IN WHICH TO TRANSMIT THE REPORT.

14 (1) AN EMPLOYING UNIT THAT CHOOSES TO TRANSMIT THE DATA
15 TOANOTHER STATE SHALL PROVIDE THE SECRETARY WITH THE NAME OF THE
16 STATE RECEIVING THE REPORT.

17 [(d)] (F) (1) Any employing unit that fails to report as required:
18 (i) shal be given awritten warning for the first violation; and
19 (ii) shall be subject to acivil penaty of [$200 per month] $20 for each

20 month in which a subsequent violation occurs, OR $500 IF THE FAILURE ISTHE RESULT

21 OF A CONSPIRACY BETWEEN THE EMPLOYER AND THE EMPLOYEE TO NOT SUPPLY
22 THE REQUIRED REPORT OR TO SUPPLY A FALSE OR INCOMPLETE REPORT, unlessthe
23 Secretary waives the penalty for cause.

24 (2) All violations occurring in asingle month to the same employing unit
25 shdl be considered asingle violation.

26 [(e)] (G) An assessment under this section is final unless, within 15 days after the
27 mailing of the assessment, an employing unit appliesto the Secretary for ahearing. The
28 Secretary may forward the application to the Office of Administrative Hearings for

29 adjudication.

30 [(H] (H) The Department of Human Resources shall reimburse the Secretary for
31 al costsincurred to carry out this section.

32 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That Section(s) 5-1027 through
33 5-1028.1, respectively, of Article - Family Law of the Annotated Code of Maryland be
34 renumbered to be Section(s) 5-1026 through 5-1028, respectively.

35 SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the captions contained
36 inthis Act are not law and may not be considered to have been enacted as a part of this
37 Act.
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1 SECTION 4. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
2 July 1, 1997.





