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CHAPTER
1 AN ACT concerning

2 StateBoard of Nursing - Nursing Assgtants - Certification

3 FOR the purpose of requiring an-rdividual-te-be-eertifiedby the State Board of Nursing
by a certa n dateto requlate nursing assstants who practl cein the State by-a

20 fer—eer{msrprewsrensef—thrsAet requiring the establ |shment of acertain adw sory

21 committee; specifying the composition of the committee and its responsibilities;
22 requiring the State Board of Nursing to make a certain report on or before acertain
23 date; and generdly relating to the certification of nursing assistants by the State

24 Board of Nursing.

25 BY addingto
26 Article - Health Occupations
27 Section 8-6A-01 through-8-6A-17-thetusive; to be under the new subtitle "Subtitle
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1 6A. Certification of Nursing Assistants’

2 Annotated Code of Maryland

3 (1994 Replacement Volume and 1996 Supplement)

4 . | G Wi |

5 Article—Heath-Oceupations

6 Seetion-8-703(H

7 Annetated-Code-of-Maryland

8 {1994-Replacement\olume-and-1996-Supplement)

9 Preamble

10 WHEREAS, At the same time the population of the State is aging, the advent of

11 managed care has resulted in numerous changes in the delivery of hedth carein the State
12 that seek to reduce the cost of health care, including reductions in the length of hospital

13 days; and

14 WHEREAS, As aresult of these changes, careis being provided in a variety of
15 settings, including the homes of individuds, assisted living facilities, hospitals, and
16 long-term care facilities; and

17 WHEREAS, Nursing assigtants play an important rolein providing carein al of
18 these settings; and

19 WHEREAS, The Federal Omnibus Reconciliation Act of 1987 recognized the
20 benefit of regulating nursing assistants who work in nursing homes by establishing

21 minimal educationa reguirements and requiring registration of nursing ass stants who
22 work in nursing homes; and

23 WHEREAS, Nursing assi stants who work in other settingsin the State are not
24 currently regulated; and

25 WHEREAS, Because of the absence of regulation, thereis not a central repository
26 for the callection of complaints and investigations of alleged disciplinary problems
27 relating to nursing assistants; how, therefore,

28 SECTION 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
29 MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

30 Article - Health Occupations

31 SUBTITLE 6A. CERTIFICATION OF NURSING ASSISTANTS.

32 8-6A-01.
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28 8-6A-03:

29 ANINBPADBUAL-SHALL- BE-CERHHED-AS A-NURSINGASSISTANT BY-THE
30 BOARD-BEFOREFHEIINDRAHDUALMAY-

31 {H-USETHE HTLE"CERTHFIED-NURSING-ASSISTANT

32 (2 USETHENIHALS "CN-A-AFTFER THENAME OF THEINDMABUAL;
33 OR

34 (3)-REPRESENTFO-THE PUBHIC THAT- THEINDIIBUALIS CERTIFIED-AS

35 ANURSINGASSISTANT-
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24 ANB
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35 (A THEBOARD-SHALLAISSUE A-CERHFICATE FTO-ANY-APPLICANT-WHO-MEETS
36 FHEREQUIREMENTSOFFHISSUBHILE:

37 (B} FTHE-CERHFICATE SHALLINCLUBDETHE HTLE"CERTHHED-NURSING
38 ASSISTANT-



SENATE B LL 661




SENATE B LL 661




SENATE B LL 661




SENATE B LL 661




10

SENATE B LL 661



SENATE B LL 661

11

25 (A) AS OF JANUARY 1, 2000, THE BOARD SHALL REGULATE NURSING

26 ASSISTANTS WHO PRACTICE IN THE STATE.

27 (B) THE BOARD SHALL ESTABLISH AN ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO MAKE
28 RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE BOARD RELATING TO:

29 (1) THE EDUCATION AND TRAINING REQUIREMENTS FOR NURSING
30 ASSISTANTS WHO PRACTICE IN THE STATE;

31 (2) THE CLINICAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES FOR THE
32 REGULATION OF NURSING ASSISTANTS; AND

33 (3) A PLAN FOR THE MOBILITY OF NURSING ASSISTANTS BETWEEN
34 VARIOUS PRACTICE SETTINGS.

35 (C) THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE SHALL INCLUDE REPRESENTATIVES OF:
36 (1) NURSING ASSISTANTS;
37 (2) THE AFFECTED INDUSTRIES, INCLUDING HOSPITALS, LONG-TERM

38 CARE FACILITIES, AND ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES,
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1 (3) THE DEPARTMENT;

2 (4) THE MARYLAND HIGHER EDUCATION COMMISSION;

3 (5) ORGANIZATIONS THAT REPRESENT NURSING ASSISTANTS IN THEIR
4 RELATIONSWITH THEIR EMPLOYERS; AND

5 (6) CONSUMERS OF THE SERVICES PROVIDED BY NURSING ASSISTANTS.
6 (D) THE BOARD SHALL REPORT TO THE SENATE ECONOMIC AND

7 ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE AND THE HOUSE ENVIRONMENTAL

8 MATTERS COMMITTEE ON OR BEFORE OCTOBER 1, 1998, IN ACCORDANCE WITH §

9 2-1312 OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, WITH A PROPOSAL FOR LEGISLATION
10 THAT WOULD PROVIDE FOR THE REGULATION OF NURSING ASSISTANTS IN THE

11 STATE.

12 SECTION 3: 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That;-subjest-to-Seetion-2-of
13 this-Aet; thisAct shall teke effect October 1, 1997.





