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Task Force on Public Charter Schools
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1

2 Tis
3 g for the
4 membership, chairman, duties, and staffing of the Task Force; requiring the
5

6

7

Task Force to report to the Governor and the Genera Assembly on its findings
and recommended legidation by a certain date; providing for the termination of
this Act; and generally relating to the Task Force on Public Charter Schoals.

14 Preamble

15 WHEREAS, Thefederal government has appropriated $30 million in Fiscal Year
16 1998 to support the implementation and start-up costs for approved public charter
17 schools; and

18 WHEREAS, Studies have shown that charter schools are-net-elitist-enclaves;
19 butrather serve a wide range of economic and cultura groups; and

20 WHEREAS, If properly developed, structured, and funded, charter schools have
21 thepotentia to foster teacher crestivity and enrich educationa opportunities for
22 many students; and

23 WHEREAS, The Genera Assembly finds that the establishment of a public
24 charter school program isin the best interest of the students of this State; aew, and
25 therefore

26 WHEREAS, The Report of the Public Charter School Study Group to the State
27 Board of Education supports the position that a charter school should be digible for
28 local, State, and federal funds; and

29 WHEREAS, The Maryland State Department of Education’'s Guidelines for Use
30 by Loca School Systemsin Considering Charter School Applications states that

31 public charter schools should not be viewed as athreat to traditional public education
32 or public school funding; now, therefore,

33 SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That thetaws-of-Marylandread-asfolows:

A
35 @ ThereisaTask Force on Public Charter Schoals.
36

(b) The Task Force consists of the following members.
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1 Q) two members of the House of Delegates, appointed by the Speaker of

2 the House;

3 2 two members of the Senate of Maryland, appointed by the President

4 of the Senate;

5 3 the following members appointed by the Governor:

6 [0)] the Superintendent of Public Schools or the Superintendent's

7 designee;

8 (i) one member of the State Board of Education;

9 iii one representative from the Maryland State Teachers

10 Association;

11 (iv) one member of the American Federation of Teachers - Maryland;
12 ) W) one member of alocal board of education;

13 [ (Vi) one local superintendent of schoals,

14 aas) (vii) aprincipal of an established Maryland charter school; and
15 iy (viii)  aparent of a Maryland public charter school student.

16 (© The Governor shall designate one of the members as Chairman of the Task
17 Force.

18 (d) The Department of L egidative Services shall provide staff support for the
19 Task Force.

20 ()] The Task Force shall:

21 Q) review House Bill 999, as originally introduced in the 1998 Session of
22 the Generd Assembly, and other states statutes relating to public charter schoals;

23 2 recommend legid ation for consideration by the General Assembly
24 during the 1999 Session that encompasses the findings of the Task Force and ensures

25 that Maryland public charter schools will qualify and be competitive for federal

26 assistance; and

27 3 report its findings and recommended legidation to the Governor and,
28 in accordance with § 2-1246 of the State Government Article, the General Assembly
29 by December 1, 1998.
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1 Article-Education
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23 SECTION 3: 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take
24 effect July 1, 1998. It shall remain effective for a period of 6 months and, at the end of

25 December 31, 1998, with no further action required by the General Assembly, this Act
26 shdl be abrogated and of no further force and effect.






