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CHAPTER

1 AN ACT concerning

N

Univer sal Hearing L oss Screenings - Newbor ns

requiring the Advisory Council to conduct a study on the feasibility of requiring
universal hearing screening on certain newborns; requiring the Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene to conduct a certain study and to make a certain

0 report by a certain date; and generdly relating to universal newborn hearing

1 screening.
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6 heaﬂﬂgeeFeetmganeH-eHew-HpeaFe composmon of a certam AdV| sory CounC|I
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12 BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
13 Article - Health - General

14 Section 43-601-through-13-605 13-603
15 Annotated Code of Maryland
16 (1994 Replacement Volume and 1997 Supplement)

17 SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
18 MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read asfollows:

19 Article - Health - General

20 13-60%-

21 @
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31 13-603.

32 €) Thereisan Advisory Council for the program.

33 (b) (@D} The Advisory Council consists of 10 14 members appointed by the
34 Secretary.

35 (2 Of the 10 14 members:
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1 Q) 1 shall be aphysician;

2 (i) 3 ghall be from the field of education:

3 1. 1 shall be from the Maryland State Department of

4 Education;

5 2. 1 shall be from the Maryland School for the Deaf; and
6 3. 1 shall be an educator of the deaf from alocal education
7 agency,

8 (iii) 1 shall be from the Maryland Department of Health and Mental
9 Hygiene,

10 (iv) 1 shall be amental health professional with expertisein the

11 areaof deafness,;

12 (V) 2 shall be parents of hearing-impaired children;

13 (vi) 1 shall be from the Maryland Association of the Deaf; and

14 (vii) 1 shall be an audiologist:;

15 (Vi) 2SHALL BE FROM THE HOSPITAL INDUSTRY

16 x) 1 SHALL BE FROM THE INSURANCE INDUSTRY; AND
17 [0:9] 1 SHALL BE FROM THE ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL

18 ASSOCIATION OF MARYLAND.

19 (o) The Advisory Council shall elect a chairperson from among its members,

20 (d) The Advisory Council shall meet at least 6 times a year at the times and
21 placesthat it determines.

22 (e A member of the Advisory Council:
23 (1) May not receive compensation; but

24 (2 Is entitled to reimbursement for expenses under the Standard State
25 Travel Regulations, as provided in the State budget.

26 )] The Advisory Council shall:

27 (1) Advise the Department on the implementation of UNFERSAL
28 NEWBORN-SCREENING-AND an early identification program and follow-up of

29 hearing-impaired NEWBORNSAND infants and infants who have arisk factor of

30 developing a hearing impairment;
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8 (5)
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Provide consultation to the Department in the development of the

Make recommendations for operation of the program,;

Advise the Department:

() In setting standards for the program,;

(i) In monitoring and reviewing the program; and
(iii) In providing quality assurance for the program;

Provide consultation to the Department in the establishment of an

9 educational program for families, professionals, and the public that can be integrated
10 with exiging State and local education agency programs, and

1 (6)

Review any materials the Department may distribute to the public

12 concerning hearing-impaired NEWBORNS AND infants.

13 (9) In consultation with the Advisory Council, the Department shall develop
14 guidelinesfor the operations of the Advisory Council.

15 13-604-

16 &)
17 program:

18 &) Fhe Secretary-shalh:
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18 €} Fhereport-chall-be submitted-to-the Secretary-
19 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the Advisory Council

20 established under 8§ 13-603 of the Hedlth - General Article shall study and advise the
21 Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, on or before December 1, 1998, on the
22 feasibility of requiring universal hearing screening of newborns born in the State,

23 with consideration given to the appropriate method and mechanism to pay for the

24 costs of the screening, the appropriate personnd and setting to conduct the screening,
25 and the type and availability of the equipment necessary to conduct the screening.

26 SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the Department of

27 Health and Menta Hygiene shall study the availability of any funds, including

28 federal, State, and local funds, and grants that may be utilized to assist hospitas and
29 hedlth care providersin conducting an early identification program and foll ow-up

30 care of infants who have arisk factor of devel oping ahearing impairment. If afunding
31 option isfound to be feasible, the Department shall take whatever steps are necessary
32 todirectly apply for the funds or to educate all personswho may be eligible to receive
33 the funds on the existence of the funds. The Department shall report the results of its
34 study, including information on the type of funds available, the funds that the

35 Department applied for, and the success of receiving those funds, to the Maryland

36 Association of Maryland Hospitals and Health Systems, the House Environmenta

37 Matters Committee, the Senate Finance Committee, and, in accordance with §

38 2-1246 of the State Government Article, the Generad Assembly on or before December
39 1, 1998.

40 SECTION 2 4. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take
41 effect October 1, 1998.



HOUSE BILL 1160





