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CHAPTER

1 AN ACT concerning
2 Hydraulic Clam Dredging

3 FOR the purpose of requiring the Department of Natural Resources to delineate
4 certain submerged aguatic vegetation beds for certain purposes; reguiring the

5 Department to update certain delineations at certain times; prohibiting the

6 catehing-of-soft-shell-clams by the use of a hydraulic clam dredge withina

7 certain-distance-ef in certain delineated submerged aguatic vegetation beds;

8 providing for the application of this Act; making this Act an emergency measure;
9 and generally relating to the regulation of hydraulic clam dredging.

BY adding to

13 Annotated Code of Maryland
14 (1997 Replacement Volume and 1997 Supplement)

15 SECTION 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
16 MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read asfollows:

17 Article - Natural Resour ces
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13 4-1006.1.

14 (A) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL:

15 A DELINEATE EXISTING SUBMERGED AQUATIC VEGETATION BEDSIN
16 THE WATERS OF THE STATE ASDOCUMENTED IN THE MOST RECENT AERIAL
17 SURVEY; AND

18 2 PERIODICALLY UPDATE THE DELINEATION REQUIRED UNDER ITEM
19 (1) OF THIS SUBSECTION.

20 (B) A PERSON MAY NOT USE A HYDRAULIC CLAM DREDGE IN EXISTING
21 SUBMERGED AQUATIC VEGETATION BEDS ASDELINEATED UNDER SUBSECTION (A)
22 OF THIS SECTION.

23 © BY OCTOBER 1, 1998, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ADOPT REGULATIONS

24 THAT PROVIDE THE LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES FOR THE PLACEMENT
25 OF BUOYSTO DELINEATE AREASIN WHICH THE USE OF A HYDRAULIC CLAM DREDGE
26 |SPROHIBITED.

27 (D) THISSECTION MAY NOT BE CONSTRUED TO AFFECT THE AUTHORITY OF
28 THE DEPARTMENT TO ADOPT ANY ADDITIONAL MEASURES THAT THE DEPARTMENT
29 DETERMINES ARE NECESSARY TO PROTECT SUBMERGED AQUATIC VEGETATION

30 BEDSIN THE WATERS OF THE STATE.

31 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act is an emergency
32 measure, isnecessary for the immediate preservation of the public hedth and safety,
33 has been passed by a yea and nay vote supported by three-fifths of all the members
34 dected to each of the two Houses of the General Assembly, and shall take effect from
35 thedateit is enacted.
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