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On-Line Communications - Defamation

This bill provides that a statement published through an on-line service can form the basis for
a defamation action. The bill also contains provisions relating to the definition of a “public
figure” and provides that an on-line service provider may not be considered the publisher of
a defamatory on-line communication unless: a) the statement was posted by an employee of
the on-line service during the course of employment; b) the statement was made by a person
whom the on-line service provider paid for the statement; or c) the on-line service provider
ratified the statement beyond a mere listing in a directory.

The bill applies prospectively only and may not be applied to any case filed before the bill’s
October 1, 1998 effective date.

Fiscal Summary

State Effect: None. The bill clarifies the law of defamation as applied to on-line
communications. No material effect on State finances.

Local Effect: None.

Small Business Effect: Potential meaningful in that the bill could limit the liability of small
businesses that provide on-line services.
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