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CHAPTER
1 AN ACT concerning
2 Health Insurance - Carriersand Credentialing I ntermediaries - Uniform
3 Credentialing Form

4 FOR the purpose of requiring acarrier or its credentialing intermediary to accept a
5 certain form for certain purposes; requiring a carrier or its credentialing

6 intermediary to make available a certain form to a health care provider that is
7 to be credentialed or recredentlaled by that carrier or credentlallng

8 mtermedlary, estal jahi

9

12 eert&neweumstam reqw ri ng the Commissioner to adopt certal n regulations

13 and make certain considerations, providing-for-thetermination-of-a-portion-of
14 thisAet; providing for addayed effective date; authorizing the Commissioner to

15 impose a certain penalty for aviolation of this Act; defining certain terms; and
16 generally relating to the use of a uniform credentialing form by a health
17 insurance carrier and credentialing intermediaries.

18 BY addingto

19 Article - Insurance

20 Section 15-112.1

21 Annotated Code of Maryland

22 (1997 Volume and 1998 Supplement)

23 SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
24 MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read asfollows:
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1 Article - Insurance

2 151121,

3 (A) (@D} IN THIS SECTION THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS

4 INDICATED.

5 ) () "CARRIER" MEANS:

6 1. AN INSURER;

7 2. A NONPROFIT HEALTH SERVICE PLAN;

8 3. A HEALTH MAINTENANCE ORGANIZATION;

9 4, A DENTAL PLAN ORGANIZATION; OR

10 5 ANY OTHER PERSON THAT PROVIDES HEALTH BENEFIT

11 PLANS SUBJECT TO REGULATION BY THE STATE.

12 (n "CARRIER" INCLUDES AN ENTITY THAT ARRANGES A PROVIDER
13 PANEL FOR A CARRIER.

14 (3) "CREDENTIALING INTERMEDIARY" MEANS A PERSON TO WHOM A
15 CARRIER HAS DELEGATED CREDENTIALING OR RECREDENTIALING AUTHORITY AND
16 RESPONSIBILITY.

17 4 "HEALTH CARE PROVIDER" MEANS AN INDIVIDUAL WHO IS
18 LICENSED, CERTIFIED, OR OTHERWISE AUTHORIZED UNDER THE HEALTH
19 OCCUPATIONS ARTICLE TO PROVIDE HEALTH CARE SERVICES.

20 (5) "PROVIDER PANEL" MEANS THE PROVIDERS THAT CONTRACT WITH A
21 CARRIER TO PROVIDE HEALTH CARE SERVICES TO THE ENROLLEES UNDER A
22 HEALTH BENEFT PLAN OF THE CARRIER.

23 (6) "UNIFORM CREDENTIALING FORM" MEANS THE FORM DESIGNATED
24 BY THE COMMISSIONER THROUGH REGULATION FOR USE BY A CARRIERORITS

25 CREDENTIALING INTERMEDIARY FOR CREDENTIALING AND RECREDENTIALING A

26 HEALTH CARE PROVIDER FOR PARTICIPATION ON A PROVIDER PANEL.

27 (B) (1) A CARRIER OR ITS CREDENTIALING INTERMEDIARY SHALL ACCEPT
28 THE UNIFORM CREDENTIALING FORM AS THE SOLE APPLICATION FOR A HEALTH

29 CARE PROVIDER TO BECOME CREDENTIALED OR RECREDENTIALED FOR A PROVIDER
30 PANEL OF THE CARRIER.

31 2 A CARRIER OR ITSCREDENTIALING INTERMEDIARY SHALL MAKE
32 THE UNIFORM CREDENTIALING FORM AVAILABLE TO ANY HEALTH CARE PROVIDER
33 THAT ISTO BE CREDENTIALED OR RECREDENTIALED BY THAT CARRIER OR

34 CREDENTIALING INTERMEDIARY .
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1 © THE COMMISSIONER MAY IMPOSE A PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED $500

2 AGAINST ANY CARRIER ORHS-CREBENHALINGHNTERMEDIARY FOR EACH
3 VIOLATION OF THISSECTION BY THE CARRIER OR ITS CREDENTIALING

4 INTERMEDIARY.

5 (D) @ THE COMMISSIONER SHALL ADOPT REGULATIONS TO IMPLEMENT
6 THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION.

7 2 IN ADOPTING THE REGULATIONS REQUIRED UNDER PARAGRAPH (1)
8 OF THIS SUBSECTION, THE COMMISSIONER SHALL CONSIDER THE USE OF AN

9 ELECTRONIC FORMAT FOR THE UNIFORM CREDENTIALING FORM AND THE FILING

10 OF THE UNIFORM CREDENTIALING FORM BY ELECTRONIC MEANS.

11 SECTON-2-AND-BET-FURTHER ENACTED, That:
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15
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21 SECTION 4: 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That;-subject-to-the
22 provisions-of-Section-3-of- thisAet; this Act shall take effect January 1, 2000.



