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CHAPTER
1 AN ACT concerning

2 Public Ytitity-Cempanies Service Commission - Telephone Rates -
3 hatra-Counbyand-Adracent Ceunty-Phone Calls Competition

FOR the purpose of declaring certain findings of the General Assembly; requiring the

RJb|IC Serwce Commlsson to useanal{anatﬂme&esamqg—meelww

23 undertake certain efforts to mcrease competition in certain telephone services

24 for residential customers; requiring the Public Service Commission to report to
25 certain committees of the General Assembly by certain dates on its progressin
26 enhancing competition in certain telephone servicesin the State; and generally
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1 relating to local telephone calling rates.

2 SECTION 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
3 MARYLAND, That the General Assembly:

4 Q) findsthat:

5 (i) competition in local exchange tel ephone services, which the
6 federal Telecommunications Act of 1996 was enacted to foster, has languished in this
7 State, particularly in residential local exchange services;

8 (i) additional efforts by the Public Service Commission are needed
9 to foster competition in local exchange tel ephone services, and in intrastate
10 interLATA telephone services, for residential customersin the State; and

11 i waiver or dimination of the LATA boundariesin the State by
12 the Federal Communications Commission would assist the Public Service

13 Commission in devel oping a more competitive local exchange tel ephone services

14 market for residential customersin the State and in creating areasonabl e alternative

15 rate setting mechanism; and

16 2 directs the Public Service Commission to undertake effortsto

17 increase competition in thelocal exchange service and intrastate inter LATA service

18 markets for residentia tel ephone customersin the State, consistent with the federal

19 Teecommunications Act of 1996, including commencing State proceedings to

20 investigate and implement regulatory changes to enhance competition, and

21 petitioning the Federal Communi cations Commission to implement requlatory

22 changesto enhance compstition in intrastate inter LATA services in the State-which
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24 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the Public Service

25 Commission shall report to the Senate Finance Committee and the House

26 Environmental Matters Committee, in accordance with 8 2-1246 of the State

27 Government Article, on or before January 1, 2002 and January 1, 2003 on the

28 progress of the Commission in enhancing competition in thelocal exchange service
29 andintrastate inter LATA services for residential customersin the State, including
30 the status of State and federal proceedings on the subject of enhancing competition.

31 SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
32 October 1, 2000.
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