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Section 11-7A-01, to be under the new subtitle " Subtitle 7A.Task Force to Study
College Readiness for Disadvantaged and Capabl e Students’

Annotated Code of Maryland

(1999 Replacement VVolume)
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14 Preamble

15 WHEREAS, A college educated citizenry is critical to Maryland's continuing
16 economic prosperity; and

17 WHEREAS, Capable students who are disadvantaged enter and graduate
18 from higher education institutions at lower rates than do other groups; and

19 WHEREAS, Maryland'stotal college age population of 15to 24 year oldsis
20 projected to grow by 30 percent between 1995 and 2010, while the minority college
21 age population is projected to increase by 39 percent; and

22 WHEREAS, Thefindingsin Milesto Go: Maryland and The Road Taken
23 indicate that African American students enter and graduate from colleges and
24 universitiesin Maryland at significantly lower rates than do whites; and

25 WHEREAS, The current disparitiesin graduation ratesin Maryland's

26 indtitutions of higher education will continue until the State devel ops and

27 implements courses of action in the areas of college readiness, teacher preparation,
28 and financial aid that have a significant impact on access to, and success in, higher
29 education for capable students who are disadvantaged; now, therefore,

30 SECTION 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
31 MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read asfollows:
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11 SUBTITLE 7A. TASK FORCE TO STUDY COLLEGE READINESS FOR DISADVANTAGED
12 AND CAPABLE STUDENTS.
13 11-7A-01.

14 (A) IN THISSUBTITLE, "DISADVANTAGED AND CAPABLE STUDENT" MEANS A
15 STUDENT WHO:

16 A BECAUSE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS OR THE
17 LINGERING EFFECTS OF HISTORICAL PATTERNS OF DISCRIMINATION, ISNOT

18 ACHIEVING AT A LEVEL THAT ISSCHOLASTICALLY UPTO THE STUDENT'SPOTENTIAL
19 ABILITIES

20 2 HASTO COMPENSATE FOR AN INABILITY TO PROFIT FROM THE

21 NORMAL EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM;

22 3) ISAT LEAST IN THE 6TH GRADE AND NOT MORE THAN 22 YEARS OF
23 AGE;

24 4 ATTENDS PUBLIC SCHOOL;

25 (5) HAS THE POTENTIAL TO SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETE A REGULAR

26 EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM LEADING TO GRADUATION FROM A PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL,;
27 AND

28 (6) BECAUSE OF HOME AND COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT OR THE

29 LINGERING EFFECTS OF HISTORICAL PATTERNS OF DISCRIMINATION, ISSUBJECT TO
30 LANGUAGE, CULTURAL, OR ECONOMIC DISADVANTAGES THAT WILL MAKE THE

31 EVENTUAL SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF A COLLEGE CURRICULUM DIFFICULT

32 WITHOUT SPECIAL EFFORTSBY STATE PUBLIC SCHOOL AUTHORITIESTO PROVIDE
33 ASSISTANCE IN THE AREAS OF COLLEGE READINESS, TEACHER PREPARATION, AND
34 FINANCIAL AID.

35 (B) THERE ISA TASK FORCE TO STUDY COLLEGE READINESS FOR
36 DISADVANTAGED AND CAPABLE STUDENTS.

37 © THE TASK FORCE CONSISTS OF THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS:
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1 @ FOUR MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES, APPOINTED BY THE
2 SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE;

3 (2 FOUR MEMBERS OF THE SENATE OF MARYLAND, APPOINTED BY THE
4 PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE;

5 3) THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS,

6 4 THE CHANCELLOR OF THE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF MARYLAND;

7 (5) THE SECRETARY OF THE MARYLAND HIGHER EDUCATION

8 COMMISSION;

9 (6) THE PRESIDENT OF MORGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

10 (€4} THE SECRETARY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND

11 MANAGEMENT; AND

12 (8) THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR:

13 (0] A MEMBER OF THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION;

14 (n A MEMBER OF THE MARYLAND HIGHER EDUCATION

15 COMMISSION;

16 (i A COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS;

17 (v) A MEMBEROFA LOCAL BOARD OF EDUCATION;

18 () FIVE REPRESENTATIVESNOMINATED BY THE K-16

19 LEADERSHIP COUNCIL;

20 (V) A PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL, NOMINATED BY THE
21 STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS; AND

22 (V) A REPRESENTATIVE OF A GROUP THAT ADVOCATES FORK-16
23 EDUCATION.

24 (D) THE MEMBERS OF THE TASK FORCE SHALL BE APPOINTED ON OR BEFORE
25 JUNE 15, 2000, AND SHALL SERVE FOR THE DURATION OF THE TASK FORCE.

26 (E) THE GOVERNOR, PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, AND SPEAKER OF THE
27 HOUSE SHALL JOINTLY DESIGNATE THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE TASK FORCE.

28 (5] THE TASK FORCE SHALL DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGY TO
29 ENSURE THAT DISADVANTAGED AND CAPABLE STUDENTSHAVE ADEQUATE

30 OPPORTUNITIES TO SUCCESSFULLY MATRICULATE AND GRADUATE FROM

31 INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION BY':

32 @ EXAMINING CURRENT PRACTICES IN THE AREA OF COLLEGE
33 READINESS, INCLUDING STUDENT ACADEMIC PREPARATION, SUPPORT SERVICES
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1 FOR STUDENTS, TEACHER PREPARATION, RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION, AND
2 FINANCIAL AID;

3 2 REVIEWING THE FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS IN "MILESTO
4 GO", "MILESTO GO: MARYLAND", "THE ROAD TAKEN: AN ACTION PLAN AGENDA FOR
5 ACHIEVING THE RECOMMENDATIONS IN MILESTO GO: MARYLAND", AND HOUSE

6 BILL 1091 ASINTRODUCED IN THE 2000 SESSION;

7 3) STRENGTHENING K-16 CONNECTIONS, STANDARDS, COMPETENCIES,
8 ASSESSMENTS, PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATORS, AND COMMUNITY
9 ENGAGEMENT IN EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES;

10 4 DEVELOPING APPROPRIATE INDICATORS AGAINST WHICH TO
11 MEASURE THE SUCCESS OF STRATEGIES;

12 (5) MAKING RECOMMENDATIONS TO ENHANCE EXISTING PROGRAMS
13 AND IMPLEMENT NEW PROGRAMS TO SUPPORT THE COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGY

14 DEVELOPED BY THE TASK FORCE, INCLUDING STUDENT ACADEMIC PREPARATION,
15 SUPPORT SERVICES FOR STUDENTS, TEACHER PREPARATION, RECRUITMENT AND

16 RETENTION, AND STUDENT FINANCIAL AID; AND

17 (6) MAKING RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE FUNDING NECESSARY TO
18 IMPLEMENT THE COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGY DEVELOPED BY THE TASK FORCE,
19 INCLUDING, IF APPROPRIATE, A MULTIYEARTIMETABLE TO PHASE IN THE

20 RECOMMENDATIONS.

21 (G) THE MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, THE MARYLAND
22 HIGHER EDUCATION COMMISSION, THE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF MARYLAND, AND
23 THE DEPARTMENT OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES SHALL PROVIDE STAFF SUPPORT TO
24 THE TASK FORCE.

25 H) A MEMBER OF THE TASK FORCE:

26 @ MAY NOT RECEIVE COMPENSATION; BUT

27 2 ISENTITLED TO REIMBURSEMENT FOR EXPENSES UNDER THE
28 STANDARD STATE TRAVEL REGULATIONS AS PROVIDED IN THE STATE BUDGET.

29 (0] @ ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2001, THE TASK FORCE SHALL PROVIDE
30 AN INTERIM REPORT OF ITS FINDINGSAND RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE GOVERNOR
31 AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 2-1246 OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, TO THE
32 GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

33 2 ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 1, 2001, THE TASK FORCE SHALL PROVIDE
34 A FINAL REPORT OF ITS FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE GOVERNOR

35 AND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 2-1246 OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, TO THE

36 GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

37 [@)] THE TASK FORCE SHALL TERMINATE ON MAY 31, 2002.
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1 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
2 June 1, 2000. It shall remain effective for aperiod of 2 years and, at the end of May
3 31, 2002, with no further action required by the General Assembly, this Act shall be
4 abrogated and of no further force and effect.




