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A BILL ENTITLED 
 
   1  AN ACT concerning 
 
   2     Victims' Rights - Victim and Witness Protection and Relocation Program - 
   3       Assistance for Victims and Witnesses 
 
   4  FOR the purpose of requiring that money appropriated to the Victim and Witness 
   5   Protection and Relocation Program be used to assist victims and witnesses in a 
   6   certain manner; and generally relating to the Victim and Witness Protection and 
   7   Relocation Program. 
 
   8  BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments, 
   9   Article 27 - Crimes and Punishments 
  10   Section 835 
  11   Annotated Code of Maryland 
  12   (1996 Replacement Volume and 1999 Supplement) 
 
  13   SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 
  14  MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows: 
 
  15       Article 27 - Crimes and Punishments 
 
  16  835. 
 
  17   (a) There is a Victim and Witness Protection and Relocation Program. 
 
  18   (b) The Program shall be administered by the State's Attorneys' Coordinator 
  19  under Article 10, § 41B of the Code in accordance with regulations adopted by the 
  20  State's Attorneys' Coordination Council under Article 10, § 41D of the Code after 
  21  consultation with the State Board of Victim Services. 
 
  22   (c) Money appropriated to the Program shall be used to: 
 
  23    (1) Protect victims and witnesses and the families of victims and 
  24  witnesses; 
 
  25    (2) [Relocate] ASSIST victims and witnesses for the purpose of protecting 
  26  them or facilitating their participation in court proceedings; and 
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   1    (3) Pay any costs of administering the Program. 
 
   2   (d) To the extent possible, the Program shall be used to maximize the use of 
   3  federal matching funds or programs. 
 
   4   (e) Expenditures under this section shall be made pursuant to an 
   5  appropriation approved by the General Assembly in the annual State budget. 
 
   6   (f) The Program shall be subject to an audit by the Office of Legislative Audits 
   7  as provided under § 2-1220 of the State Government Article. 
 
   8   SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect 
   9  October 1, 2000. 
 


