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Domestic Violence - Attorney’s Fees

This bill authorizes a court to order either party in a domestic violence proceeding to pay to
the other party the reasonable attorney’s fees incurred by the other party in bringing,
maintaining, or defending the proceeding. The bill sets forth factors for a court to consider
before ordering payment. A court must award attorney’s fees to a party, unless there is good
cause to the contrary, if the court finds that the other party brought, maintained, or defended
the proceeding without substantial justification.

Fiscal Summary

State Effect: The bill would not significantly impact governmental operations or finances.

Local Effect: The bill would not significantly impact governmental operations or finances.

Small Business Effect: None.

Analysis

Current Law: A protective order may require the respondent to pay filing fees and costs of
the domestic violence proceeding.

Section 7-107 of the Family Law Article, which was enacted in 1999, authorizes a court to
award reasonable and necessary expenses, including attorney’s fees, to either party in a
divorce proceeding.

Background: Virginia by statute allows a court to assess costs and attorney’s fees against
either party in a family abuse proceeding.

Additional Information
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Prior Introductions: None.

Cross File: None.

Information Source(s): Department of Legislative Services
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