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CHAPTER

1 AN ACT concerning

N

State Board of Professional Counselorsand Therapists

= authorizing the State Board of

Professional Counselors and Therapiststo adopt certain regulations regarding
10 practicing under supervision as a certain counselor or therapist; providing

11 certain qualifications for practice under supervision; authorizing the use of

12 certain titles and certain representations; prohibiting the use of those titles and
13 representations by individual s not licensed; providing certain penalties for

14 certain violations; defining certain terms; and generally relating to licensed

15 clinical marriage and family therapists, licensed graduate marriage and family
16 therapigts, licensed clinical professional counselors, and licensed graduate

17 clinical professional counselors.

18 BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,

19 Article - Health Occupations

20 Seetton17-20517-302 2 17-3A-0117-3A-06,and-17-3A-11
21 Section 17-3A-01

22 Annotated Code of Maryland

23 (2000 Replacement VVolume)

24 BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,
25 Article - Health Occupations




HOUSE BILL 522

1 Section 17-205
2 Annotated Code of Maryland
3 (2000 Replacement Volume)

BY adding to
Article - Health Occupations

4
5
6 Section 17-3A-02.1
7
8

Annotated Code of Maryland
(2000 Replacement Volume)

9 SECTION 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
10 MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read asfollows:

11 Article - Health Occupations

12 17-205.

13 €)) In addition to the powers set forth elsewhere in thistitle, the Board may

14 adopt rules and regulations to carry out the provisions of thistitle.

15 (b) In addition to the duties set forth elsewherein thistitle, the Board shall:

16 (1) Maintain aregistry of all counselors or therapists currently licensed
17 or certified by the Board,;

18 (2 Submit an annual report to the Governor and the Secretary;

19 (3) Adopt a code of ethics that the Board considersto be appropriate and
20 applicableto the counselors or therapists currently certified or licensed by the Board,;

21 4 Establish continuing education requirements for the counselors or
22 therapists currently certified or licensed by the Board;

23 (5) Adopt an official seal; and

24 (6) Create committees as it deems appropriate to advise the Board on

25 special issues.

30 o} B D The Board may take action against a certified professional
31 counsdor-marriage and family therapist or alicensed clinical marriage and family
32 therapist only if:

33 (i) Before taking action against the certified professional
34 counsdor-marriage and family therapist or the licensed clinical marriage and family
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1 therapist, the Board discusses the proposed action with the Board member whoisa
2 licensed clinical marriage and family therapist; and

3 (i) The Board member who isalicensed clinical marriage and
4 family therapist votes, either in the affirmative or in the negative, on the proposed
5 action.

6 (2 The Board may take action against an alcohol and drug counselor
7 onlyif:
8 Q) Before taking action against the alcohol and drug counselor, the

9 Board discusses the proposed action with the Board member who isa certified
10 professional counselor-alcohol and drug or licensed clinical alcohol and drug
11 counsdlor; and

12 (i) The Board member who is a certified professiona
13 counselor-acohol and drug or licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor votes,
14 either in the affirmative or in the negative, on the proposed action.

15 ©)] The Board shall investigate all complaints filed againg licensed
16 professional counsdlorsif, at the time of the violation, the licensed professional

17 counselor has also registered and qualified for psychology associate status by virtue of
18 holding amaster's degree under Title 18 (Maryland Psychol ogists Act) of thisarticle.

19 4 The Board shall notify the Board of Examiners of Psychol ogists of the
20 complaint in writing within 60 days of receipt of the complaint if an investigation of
21 the supervising licensed psychologists is warranted.

22 (5) The Board shall initiate disciplinary action against any licensed
23 professional counselor who also registers as a psychol ogy associate and violates any
24 portion of this statute.

25 [} & The Board shall establish or select examinations that the Board
26 considers appropriate to determine the ability of an applicant to be licensed or
27 certified by the Board.

28 17-3022
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25 17-3A-01.
26 €) In this subtitle the following words have the meaningsindicated.
27 (b) "License" meansalicenseissued by the Board to practice clinical

28 professional counsding, clinical marriage and family therapy, or clinical acohol and
29 drug counsdling.
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8 © "LICENSED GRADUATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST" MEANS AN

9 INDIVIDUAL APPROVED BY THE BOARD TO PRACTICE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
10 THERAPY UNDER SUPERVISION WHILE FULFILLING THE SUPERVISED EXPERIENCE
11 REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSURE.

12 (D) "LICENSED GRADUATE PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR" MEANS AN

13 INDIVIDUAL APPROVED BY THE BOARD TO PRACTICE PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING
14 UNDER SUPERVISION WHILE FULFILLING THE SUPERVISED EXPERIENCE

15 REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSURE.

16 [(o)] (E) "Practice clinical alcohol and drug counseling” meansto engage
17 professionally and for compensation in alcohol and drug counseling and appraisa

18 activities by providing services involving the application of counseling principles and
19 methodsin the diagnosis, prevention, treatment, and amelioration of psychological

20 problems, emational or mental conditions of individuals or groups.

21 [(d)] (3] "Practice clinical marriage and family therapy" means to engage
22 professionally and for compensation in marriage and family therapy and appraisal

23 activities by providing services involving the application of therapy principles and

24 methodsin the diagnosis, prevention, treatment, and amelioration of psychological

25 problems, emational or mental conditions of individuals or groups.

26 [(8)] (G) "Practice clinical professional counseling”" meansto engage
27 professionally and for compensation in counseling and appraisal activities by

28 providing servicesinvolving the application of counsgling principles and methodsin
29 thediagnosis, prevention, treatment, and amelioration of psychological problems,
30 emotional or mental conditions of individuals or groups.

31 17-3A-02.1.
32 (A) THE BOARD MAY ADOPT REGULATIONSTO ALLOW AN INDIVIDUAL TO

33 PRACTICE UNDER SUPERVISION AS A LICENSED GRADUATE PROFESSIONAL
34 COUNSELOR OR A LICENSED GRADUATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST.

35 (B) TO QUALIFY TO PRACTICE ASA LICENSED GRADUATE PROFESSIONAL
36 COUNSELOR OR A LICENSED GRADUATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST, AN
37 INDIVIDUAL SHALL BE:

38 Q) OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER; AND




HOUSE BILL 522

1 2 AT LEAST 18 YEARS OLD.

2 © AN INDIVIDUAL MAY PRACTICE PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING ASA
3 LICENSED GRADUATE PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR WITHOUT LICENSURE FOR A
4 LIMITED PERIOD OF TIME |IF THE INDIVIDUAL:

5 @ HAS PASSED THE NATIONAL PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR
6 EXAMINATION APPROVED BY THE BOARD;

7 2 ISUNDER THE SUPERVISION OF A LICENSED CLINICAL
8 PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR OR ANOTHER HEALTH CARE PROVIDER LICENSED
9 UNDERTHISARTICLE, ASAPPROVED BY THE BOARD; AND

10 3) ISFULFILLING THE REQUIREMENTS FOR SUPERVISED EXPERIENCE
11 UNDER § 17-3A-02 OF THIS SUBTITLE.

12 (D) AN INDIVIDUAL MAY PRACTICE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY
13 WITHOUT LICENSURE FOR A LIMITED PERIOD OF TIME IF THE INDIVIDUAL.:

14 @ HAS PASSED THE NATIONAL MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY
15 EXAMINATION APPROVED BY THE BOARD;

16 2 ISUNDER THE SUPERVISION OF A LICENSED CLINICAL MARRIAGE
17 AND FAMILY THERAPIST OR ANOTHER HEALTH CARE PROVIDER LICENSED UNDER
18 THISARTICLE, ASAPPROVED BY THE BOARD; AND

19 3) ISFULFILLING THE REQUIREMENTS FOR SUPERVISED EXPERIENCE
20 UNDER § 17-3A-02 OF THIS SUBTITLE.

21 (E) AN INDIVIDUAL MAY PROVIDE COUNSELING UNDER SUPERVISION AS
22 PROVIDED IN THIS SECTION IF THE INDIVIDUAL HAS A MASTER'S OR DOCTORAL
23 DEGREE IN A PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING FIELD THAT MEETS THE EDUCATIONAL
24 REQUIREMENTS OF § 17-3A-02 OF THIS SUBTITLE.

25 (B AN INDIVIDUAL MAY PROVIDE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY UNDER
26 SUPERVISION AS PROVIDED IN THIS SECTION IF THE INDIVIDUAL HAS A MASTER'S
27 ORDOCTORAL DEGREE IN A MARRIAGE AND FAMILY FIELD THAT MEETSTHE

28 EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS OF § 17-3A-02 OF THIS SUBTITLE.

29 (G) @ AN INDIVIDUAL MAY NOT PRACTICE WITHOUT APPROVAL BY THE
30 BOARD.

31 2 AN INDIVIDUAL SHALL BE APPROVED BY THE BOARD TO PRACTICE
32 ASA LICENSED GRADUATE PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR OR A LICENSED GRADUATE
33 MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST BEFORE THE INDIVIDUAL MAY:

A (0] USE THE TITLE "LICENSED GRADUATE PROFESSIONAL
35 COUNSELOR" OR"LICENSED GRADUATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST";
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1 an USE THE INITIALS"L.G.P.C" OR"L.G.M.E.T." AFTER THE NAME OF
2 THE INDIVIDUAL;

3 i REPRESENT TO THE PUBLIC THAT THE INDIVIDUAL 1S
4 APPROVED BY THE BOARD TO PRACTICE PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING OR MARRIAGE

5 AND FAMILY THERAPY; OR

6 av) USE ANY TITLE, ABBREVIATION, SIGN, CARD, OR OTHER
7 REPRESENTATION THAT THE INDIVIDUAL ISA LICENSED GRADUATE PROFESSIONAL
8 COUNSELOR OR A LICENCED GRADUATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST.

9 (H) ANY INDIVIDUAL WHO VIOLATES SUBSECTION (G) OF THIS SECTION IS
10 GUILTY OF A MISDEMEANOR AND ON CONVICTION ISSUBJECT TO A FINE NOT
11 EXCEEDING $500 OR IMPRISONMENT NOT EXCEEDING 6 MONTHS OR BOTH.

12 17-3A-06:
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1 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
2 October 1, 2001.



