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CHAPTER

1 AN ACT concerning

2 Inmates - Telephone Char ges ~M-aximum-Rates
3

4

5

6 . .

7 chargeson a : requmng the State and the

8 countl es to consi der methods of reduu ng the costs of inmate tel ephone call s
9 ,

10

11 Public Safety and Correctional Servicesto conduct a certain survey and report
12 certain information and recommendations to the General Assembly and the

13 Public Service Commission on or before a certain date; requiring certain

14 contracts for mmate tel ephone callsunder certain circumstances; defining-a

e requiring the Office of the
16 Lemslatlve Audltor in the Department of Lemslatlve Services, in cooperation
17 with certain entities, to conduct a certain analysis and report certain findings

18 and recommendations to certain committees of the General Assembly on or

19 before a certain date; and generally relating to charges for telephone calls by

20 inmates from correctional facilities.
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6 SECTION 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
7 MARYLAND, That thetaws-of-Marylandread-asfollows:

8 ol ional .
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10 €) The Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services shall survey
11 theteephone services plans and contracts used by the Federal Bureau of Prisons and
12 dl statesfor inmates in correctional facilities. The Department shall explore

13 additional aternative communications plans with telephone service providers. These
14 dternatives shall include prison commissary phone accounts, restricted calling cards,
15 presenting calling cards, and debit calling cards,

16 (b) On or before December 31, 2001, the Department of Public Safety and
17 Correctional Services shall report to the General Assembly in the manner provided in
18 §2-1246 of the State Government Article and to the Public Service Commission on
19 theresults of the survey made under subsection (@) of this section. Thereport shall
20 include:

21 D the advantages and disadvantages of each plan examined, induding
22 consideration of the security needs of the Department;

23 (2 the financial burden of each plan on the inmates and their families;
24 (3) the impact of each plan on the availability of telecommunicationsto
25 theinmates; and

26 4 the Department's recommendation asto the best plan;

27 (o If the State or a county has a contract for telecommunications services for

28 inmate telephone callsthat expires before December 31, 2001, the State or a county
29 may enter into a contract for telecommunications services for inmate telephone calls
30 for aperiod not to exceed one year; and

31 (d) Except as provided in subsection (c) of this section, the State or a county
32 shdl consider thereport issued under subsection (b) of this section before entering

33 into a contract for telecommunications services for inmate tel ephone calls and, unless
34 thereisgood cause shown, enter into the type of contract recommended by the report.

35 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That:

36 @ The Office of the Legidative Auditor in the Department of L egidative
37 Services, in cooperation with the Department of Budget and Management, the
38 Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services, and each county, shall
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1 conduct an anaysis of each contract for telecommunications services for inmate
2 telephone calls that has been entered into by the State, a county, or Baltimore City;

3 (b) The Department of Budget and Management, the Department of Public
4 Safety and Correctional Services, Baltimore City, and each county shall provide

5 whatever information the Office of the Legidative Auditor in the Department of

6 Legidative Servicesrequestsin order for it to complete the analysis required by this
7 Section;

8 © On or before December 1, 2001, the Office of the L egidative Auditor in the
9 Department of Legidative Services shall report its findings and recommendations to

10 the House Environmental Matters Committee, the House Judiciary Committee, and

11 the Senate Finance Committee. The report shall include the following information for

12 each contract for tel ecommunications services for inmate telephone calls currently

13 hed by the State, Baltimore City, or a county:

14 Q) the method by which the contract was made by the State, Baltimore
15 City, or county;

16 2 the type of telephone services provided under the contract;

17 3 the telephone service provider or providers awarded the contract;
18 4 the total amount of funds paid to the telephone service provider or

19 providers for the contract;

20 (5) the total amount of commissions that the State, Baltimore City, or
21 county receives from the contract; and

22 (6) the specific uses for which any commissions paid to the State,
23 Baltimore City, or acounty are expended.

24 SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED That thISAct rsaﬁemergeqey




