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CHAPTER

1 AN ACT concerning

2 Election L aws - Public-CampaignFinaneingAetfor-Candidatesfor-the
3 General-Assembly Study Commission on Public Funding of Campaignsin
4

Maryland

20 Rlb|IC Fundlnq of Campal gnsin Marvland speufvl ng the composition, powers,
21 and duties of the Commission; providing for the staffing of the Commission;

22 requiring the Commission to report its findings and recommendations, including
23 suggested | egidative changes, to the Governor and the General Assembly by a
24 certain date; providing for the termination of the Commission; and generally




HOUSE BILL 1248

=

relating to the Study Commission on Public Funding of Campaignsin Maryland.

19 SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
20 MARYLAND, That theLaws-of Marylandread-asfollows:

21 @ Thereisa Study Commission on Public Funding of Campaignsin

22 Maryland.

23 (b) The Commission shall consist of the following 19 members:

24 Q) Five individuas, four of whom shall be members of the Senate of
25 Maryland, appointed by the President of the Senate, induding one senator
26 representing the minority party in the Senate;

27 2 Five individuas, four of whom shall be members of the House of
28 Deegates, appointed by the Speaker of the House, including one delegate
29 representing the minority party; and

30 3 Nineindividuas, at least five of whom shall be members of a political

31 party other than that of the Governor, appointed by the Governor, including:

32 A member of the State Board of Elections;

33 A member of the State Ethics Commission;

A regulated [obbyist; and

Six additional individuals.
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1 (© The Chairman of the Commission shall be designated by the Governor.

2 (d) The Department of Legidative Services and the State Board of Elections
3 shall provide staff for the Commission.

4 (€ The Commission shal:

5 Q) Examine the practice of public funding of state legidative campaigns
6 in the United States;

7 2 Examine the State election code as it rdates to changes needed to

8 have public funding of election campaigns;

9 3 Collect information about campaign financing practices and

10 standardsfor other jurisdictions;

11 4 If appropriate, propose recommendations for implementing a system
12 of public financing of statewide and |egid ative election campaignsin Maryland;

13 (B5) Consider issues related to campaign contributions, including:

14 [0)] The types of individuals, corporations, palitical action

15 committees (PACs), unions, and other persons who make campaign contributions for
16 eectionsin Maryland;

17 (i) Therole played by PACs in election campaignsin Maryland;

18 i The impact and practicability of current limits on contributions
19 or transfers that may be made by individuals, PACs, or other persons during an

20 election cycle;

21 (iv) The effectiveness of current disclosure requirementsin
22 Maryland and in other statesin providing detailed and accessible information to the
23 public regarding expenditures by candidates, candidate dates, campaign committees,
24 and palitical action committees; and

25 ) Therole and prevalence of "issue ads' and other independent
26 expenditures under the current Maryland campaign finance laws;

27 (6) Recelve testimony, asthe Commission considers appropriate; and

28 (4] On or before December 31, 2001, report itsfindings and

29 recommendations, including any proposed statutory changes to the Maryland
30 campaign finance laws, to the Governor and, subject to 8 2-1246 of the State
31 Government Article, to the General Assembly for consideration by the Genera
32 Assembly in the 2002 Session.

33 (f) The Commission shall terminate its existence after June 30, 2002.
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13 & NO-MORE-THAN-$100-FOR EACH DONOR;

14 2 RECENWEB-NO-EARLIER THAN-1I-YEAR-AND-NO-LATER THAN-2

16 3) CONSISTFSOFEHGIBLEPRIMATE CONTRIBUTHONS:
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1 & WHHTHEAUTHORHY-OFTHE CANDIDATE ORTHE- CANDIDATES
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18 SECTION 3. 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take
19 effect Octeber July 1, 2001.



