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CHAPTER

1 AN ACT concerning

Health Insurance - Substantial, Available, and Affor dable Coverage

N

3 FOR the purpose of requiring certain carriersto provide an individual with specific
4 information regarding the avail ability of substantial, available, and affordable

5 coveragein a certain form and manner under certain circumstances; requiring

6 the Insurance Commissioner to adopt certain regulations, requiring the

7 Insurance Commissioner to devel op a mechanism to provide certain information
8 through certain mediato individuals, on request, about the availability of

9 substantlal available, and affordable coverage FeqwgmeDepaﬁme%ef

rovi d| ng

16 for the appllcatlon of eeFtameeFGensef thisAct; pmwelmgier—tlwtetmmaﬂenef

17 certainpertions-of-thisAet: defining certain terms; and generally relating to the
18 substantial, available, and affordable coverage health insurance program.

19 BY addingto

20 Article - Insurance

21 Section 15-606.1

22 Annotated Code of Maryland

23 (1997 Volume and 2000 Supplement)

24 SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
25 MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read asfollows:
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1 Article - Insurance

2 15-606.1.

3 (A) (@D} IN THIS SECTION THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS

4 INDICATED.

5 2 "CARRIER" MEANS:

6 0 AN INSURER;

7 (D) A NONPROFIT HEALTH SERVICE PLAN;

8 (rn A HEALTH MAINTENANCE ORGANIZATION;

9 (V) A DENTAL PLAN ORGANIZATION; OR

10 V) ANY OTHER PERSON THAT PROVIDES HEALTH BENEFIT PLANS

11 SUBJECT TO REGULATION BY THE STATE.

12 (3) "SUBSTANTIAL, AVAILABLE, AND AFFORDABLE COVERAGE" REFERS
13 TO THE COVERAGE THAT IS OFFERED IN THE NONGROUP HEALTH INSURANCE
14 MARKET UNDER THE REGULATIONS ADOPTED UNDER 8§ 15-606 OF THIS ARTICLE.

15 (B) THIS SECTION APPLIES TO CARRIERS THAT OFFER MEDICALLY
16 UNDERWRITTEN HEALTH INSURANCE IN THE NONGROUP MARKET IN THE STATE.

17 © (1) IF A CARRIER DENIESMEDICALLY UNDERWRITTEN HEALTH

18 INSURANCE FOR AN INDIVIDUAL IN THE NONGROUP MARKET, THE CARRIER SHALL
19 PROVIDE THE INDIVIDUAL WITH SPECIFIC INFORMATION REGARDING THE

20 AVAILABILITY OF SUBSTANTIAL, AVAILABLE, AND AFFORDABLE COVERAGE IN THE
21 FORM AND MANNER REQUIRED BY THE INSURANCE COMMISSIONER THROUGH

22 REGULATION.

23 2 THE INSURANCE COMMISSIONER SHALL:

24 () ADOPT REGULATIONS TO FACILITATE THE IMPLEMENTATION
25 OF PARAGRAPH (1) OF THIS SUBSECTION; AND

26 (D) DEVELOP A MECHANISM TO PROVIDE VERBALLY, IN WRITING,
27 ORBY ELECTRONIC MEANS, INFORMATION TO INDIVIDUALS, ON REQUEST, ABOUT
28 THE AVAILABILITY OF SUBSTANTIAL, AVAILABLE, AND AFFORDABLE COVERAGE.

29 SECTON-2-AND-BET-FURTHER ENACTED, That:
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19
20

21
22

23 SECTION 3: 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That Section-+-of this Act
24 dhall take effect October 1, 2001.

25
26
27
28
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