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House Bill 176 Delegates Griffith and Vallario) 

Judiciary     Judicial Proceedings  
 

  Criminal Procedure - Distribution of Noncontrolled Substance - Jurisdiction of 
Trial Courts 

 

   
This bill provides concurrent jurisdiction for the circuit courts and the District Court of 
Maryland over the offense of distribution of a noncontrolled substance. 
  
 

Fiscal Summary 
 
State Effect:  The bill would not result in any significant foreseeable fiscal or operational 
impact to the courts.  
  
Local Effect:  None. 
  
Small Business Effect:  None. 
  
 

Analysis 
 
Current Law:  With certain exceptions, the District Court does not have jurisdiction 
over a criminal case charging the commission of a felony. 
 
A person may not distribute, attempt to distribute, or possess with intent to distribute a 
noncontrolled substance upon the representation that the substance is a controlled 
dangerous substance.  A violator is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, is subject to a 
maximum fine of $15,000 and/or a maximum term of imprisonment of five years.  A 
criminal case charging the commission of this crime is within the jurisdiction of the 
circuit court. 
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Additional Information 

 
Prior Introductions:  None.    
 
Cross File:  None.     
 
Information Source(s):  Judiciary (Administrative Office of the Courts), Department of 
Public Safety and Correctional Services (Division of Correction), Department of 
Legislative Services         
 
Fiscal Note History:  
ncs/jr 

First Reader – January 30, 2001   
 
 

 
Analysis by: Claire Rooney   Direct Inquiries to: 

John Rixey, Coordinating Analyst 
(410) 946-5510 
(301) 970-5510 

 
 




