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CHAPTER
1 AN ACT concerning

Crimes - Religious and Ethnic Animasity - Defacing Buildings, Statues,
Monuments, and Memorials

w N

4 FOR the purpose of prohibiting a person from committing certain acts againg certain
5 buildings, statues, monuments, or memorials for purposes relating to the

6 property's connections with persons or groups of a particular race, color,
7
8

religious belief, or national origin under certain circumstances; and generaly
relating to religious and ethnic crimes.

9 BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,

10 Article - Crimina Law

11 Section 10-304

12 Annotated Code of Maryland

13 (Asenacted by Chapter _ (H.B. 11) of the Acts of the Generd Assembly of
14 2002)

15 BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,

16 Article - Crimina Law

17 Section 10-305 and 10-306

18 Annotated Code of Maryland

19 (Asenacted by Chapter _ (H.B. 11) of the Acts of the Generd Assembly of
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1 2002)

2 SECTION 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
3 MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

4 Article- Criminal Law
5 10-304.

6 A person may not deface, damage, or destroy, attempt to deface, damage, or

7 destroy, burn or attempt to burn A BUILDING, STATUE, MONUMENT, OR MEMORIAL
8 OR an object on, or damagetherea or persona property connected to a building,

9 STATUE, MONUMENT, OR MEMORIAL that is publicly or privately owned, leased, or
10 used, including a cemetery, library, meeting hall, recreation center, or school:

11 (N} because a person or group of a particular race, color, religious belief,
12 or national origin has contacts or is associated with the building, STATUE,
13 MONUMENT, OR MEMORIAL; or

14 2 if thereis evidence that exhibits animosity against a person or group,
15 because of therace, color, religious beliefs, or national origin of that person or group.
16 10-305.

17 A person who violates this subtitle is subject to the following penalties:

18 (@D} if the violation involves a separate crime that isafelony, the person is
19 guilty of afelony and on conviction is subject:

20 (i) to imprisonment not exceeding 10 years or afine not exceeding
21 $10,000 or both; or

22 (i) if the violation also resultsin death to avictim, to
23 imprisonment not exceeding 20 years or afine not exceeding $20,000 or both; and

24 (2 in all other cases, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor and on
25 conviction is subject to imprisonment not exceeding 3 years or a fine not exceeding
26 $5,000 or both.

27 10-306.
28 Prosecution of a person under this subtitle does not preclude prosecution and
29 imposition of penalties for another crime in addition to the penalties imposed under

30 thissubtitle.

31 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
32 October 1, 2002.
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