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CHAPTER

1 AN ACT concerning

2
3
4

Health I nsur ance - Benefitsfor Freatment-of Mental Hinesses-Emeotional

Disordersand-Brug-and-Aleshol-Abuse Task Force on Accessto Mental
Health Treatment for Privately Insured Individuals

15 Task Force on Acc&sto Mental Health Treatment for anatelv Insured

16 Individuas; specifying the duties of the task force; specifying the members of
17 the task force; reguiring the Governor to appoint the chairman of the task force;
18 requiring the task force to submit a certain report to the Governor and the

19 General Assembly by a certain date; providing for the termination of this Act;
20 and generally relating to mental health services.
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1 SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
2 MARYLAND, That thetaws-of-Maryland+ead-asfollows:
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1 [€)] ThereisaTask Force on Access to Mental Health Treatment for Privately
2 Insured Individuas.

3 (b) Thetask force consists of the following 13 members.

4 Q) Two members of the Senate of Maryland, appointed by the President
5 of the Senate;

6 2 Two members of the House of Delegates, appointed by the Speaker of
7 the House;

8 3 The Secretary of the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene or

9 the Secretary's designes;

10 4 The Maryland Insurance Commissioner or the Commissioner's

11 designee;

12 (5) The following members appointed by the Governor:

13 [0)] One representative of the commercial health insurance

14 industry;

15 (i) One representative of a commercial health maintenance

16 organization;

17 (iii) One representative of the managed behavioral health care
18 industry;

19 (iv) One representative of the Maryland Hospital Association;
20 ) One representative of the Mental Health Association of

21 Maryland;

22 (vi) One representative of the Community Behavioral Health

23 Association of Maryland; and

24 Vi One representative of the pediatric mental health community.

25 (© The Governor shall appoint the chairman of the task force.

26 (d) Thetask force shall study and make recommendations regarding:

27 Q) The differences in the coverage of mental health services among the
28 public menta health system, commercial health insurers, and commercial health
29 maintenance organizations;

30 2 The structure and effectiveness of the mental health care delivery
31 system in the State; and
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1 3 Compliance by commercia health insurers and health maintenance
2 organizations with the mental health parity reguirements under § 15-802 of the
3 Insurance Article and § 19-703.1 of the Hedlth - General Article.

4 [G)] Thetask force shall report its findings and recommendations to the
5 Governor, and in accordance with § 2-1246 of the State Government Article, the
6 General Assembly, on or before December 1, 2003.

7 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take

8 effect July 1, 2002. It shall remain effective for a period of 1 year and 6 months and,
9 at the end of December 31, 2003, with no further action required by the Generd

10 Assembly, this Act shall be abrogated and of no further force and effect.




