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House Bill 566 (Allegany County Delegation)
Judiciary

VehicleLaws - Warrantless Arrests - Unauthorized Use of Rental Vehicle or
Driving Uninsured Vehicle

This bill adds to the list of motor vehicle offenses for which an officer may effect a
warrantless arrest, probable cause to believe that a person committed one of the following
violations: (1) knowingly driving a motor vehicle that is not covered by the required
liability insurance; or (2) driving a rented motor vehicle without the consent of the lessor
or lessor’s agent.

Fiscal Summary

State Effect: Thisbill isprocedural in nature and is not expected to directly impact State
finances.

L ocal Effect: None -- see above.

Small Business Effect: None.

Analysis

Current Law: A police officer may arrest without a warrant a person that the officer has
probable cause to believe has committed any of the following violations of the Maryland
Vehicle Law:

. driving or attempting to drive while under the influence of alcohol, while impaired
by alcohol, or in violation of an alcohol restriction;



d driving or attempting to drive while impaired by any drug, any combination of
drugs, or any combination of one or more drugs and acohol, or while impaired by
any controlled dangerous substance;

. failure to stop, give information, or render reasonable assistance where the driver
isinvolved in an accident resulting in bodily injury to or death of any person;

. driving or attempting to drive a motor vehicle while the driver's license or
privilege to drive is suspended or revoked,

. faillure to stop or give information where the driver is involved in an accident
resulting in damage to a vehicle or other property;

d any offense that caused or contributed to an accident resulting in bodily injury to
or death of any person; or

. fleeing or attempting to elude a police officer.

A police officer also may arrest without a warrant a person for a number of enumerated
motor vehicle violations committed in the officer’s view or presence.

The law requires that, for each motor vehicle, an owner must carry liability insurance
with the following minimum benefits:

. payment of claims for bodily injury or death arising from an accident of up to
$20,000 for any one person and up to $40,000 for any two or more persons, in
addition to interest and costs,

d payment of claims for property of others damaged or destroyed in an accident of
up to $15,000, in addition to interest and costs;
d unless waived, the benefits described under 8 19-505 of the Insurance Article

(relating to reasonable and necessary medical expenses) as to basic required
primary coverage; and

. the benefits required under 8 19-509 of the Insurance Article (relating to uninsured
motorists) as to required additional coverage.

Additional | nfor mation
Prior Introductions. None.
CrossFile None.

Information Source(s): Allegany County, Prince George's County, Department of
Transportation (Motor Vehicle Administration), Department of Legidlative Services
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