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CHAPTER

1 AN ACT concerning

2 Vital Statistics - Certificate of Birth Resultingin Stillbirth
3 FOR the purpose of requiring the Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene to
4 establish procedures for thelssuance of acert|f|cate of bi rth resultmg in
5 stlllblrth ‘ ‘ ‘ .

6

7
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11
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13 eleﬁmngteertam%etms reguiring the Department of Health and Mental vaene
14 to offer acertificate of birth resulting in stillbirth to certain parents; requiring
15 the Department to establish procedures for the issuance of a certificate of birth
16 resulting in stillbirth upon the request of certain parents who had a stillborn

17 child prior to the effective date of this Act; requiring the Department to

18 implement certain procedures by a certain date; requiring the Department to

19 make a certain report to certain committees of the General Assembly on or

20 before a certain date; and generally relating to a certificate of birth resulting in
21 stillbirth.
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8 BY addingto

9 Article - Health - General

10 Section 4-213.1 and-4-213.2

11 Annotated Code of Maryland

12 (2000 Replacement Volume and 2002 Supplement)

13 SECTION 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
14 MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read asfollows:

15 Article - Health - General

16 4-20%




3 HOUSEBILL 272




4 HOUSEBILL 272

10 @ ical-exami
11 theattending physician within-24 hours after-detivery:
12 42131

13 (A) IN-ADBITHON-TOTHE REQUIREMENTS OF §4-213 OF THIS SUBTITLE; THE
14 SECRETARY SHALL ESTABLISH PROCEDURES FOR THE ISSUANCE OF A CERTIFICATE
15 OF BIRTH RESULTING IN STILLBIRTH FOR-EACH-FETAL-DEATH-OCCURRINGHN-THE
16 SFATFEAFERA-GESFATHONPERIOD-OF 20 WEEKS OR-MORE.

17 B) THECERHHCATEOF BIRTHRESULTHNGIN-SHELBIRTH-SHALL:

18 & BEOFFEREDTOTHEPARENT-ORPARENTS OFA-SHELBORN-CHILD;
19 2 BEFH-ED-WITHIN-72HOURS AFTER BELIVERY--AND
20 3) MEEFALL OFTHEFORMAT-ANB-FHNG REQUIREMENTS OF §4-208

21 OFFHISSUBTHILE RELAHNGTOALIVEBIRTH-

22 (B) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL OFFER A CERTIFICATE OF BIRTH RESULTING IN
23 STILLBIRTH TO THE PARENT OR PARENTS OF A STILLBORN CHILD FOR WHOM A
24 FETAL DEATH WAS REGISTERED.

25 © THE INDIVIDUAL PREPARING THE CERTIFICATE OF BIRTH RESULTING IN
26 STILLBIRTH SHALL NOT INCLUDE ANY REFERENCES TO THE STILLBORN CHILD'S
27 NAME IF THE STILLBORN CHILD'S PARENT OR PARENTS DO NOT WISH TO PROVIDE A

28 NAME FOR THE STILLBORN CHILD.
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17 @
18  SECTION-2-AND-BEIT FURTHER ENACTED, That thisAct shall-take effect

20 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the Department of

21 Hedlth and Mental Hygiene shall establish procedures for theissuance of a certificate
22 of birth resulting in stillbirth upon the request of a parent or parents who have

23 received a certificate of fetal death prior to the effective date of this Act.

24 SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That:

25 ()] The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene shall adopt and implement
26 the procedures required by this Act on or before January 1, 2004; and

27 (b) On or before October 1, 2005, the Department of Health and Mental

28 Hygiene shall report to the Governor, and in accordance with § 2-1246 of the State
29 Government Article, to the Senate Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs

30 Committee and the House Health and Government Operations Committee, on the
31 implementation of this Act, including the number of certificates of births resulting in
32 stillbirth issued in the State and the procedures implemented by the Department.

33 SECTION 4. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That thisAct shall take
34 effect October 1, 2003.
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